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PREFACE. 

The  ule  of  thb  book  hM  far  exceeded  the  author's  most  sanguine 

expectations.     It  has  had  an  extensive  circulation  in  England  and 

America,  and  the  demand  for  it  seems  to  be  as  great  as  ever.     It 

has  fonnd  its  way  into  the  libraries  of  Her  Most  Gnicious  Majesty 

the  Queen  of  England  and  that  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princest 

Lori8E.     The  late  and  venerable  Dr.  (iuthrie,  of  Edinburgh,  in  a 

letter  to  the  author,  says  :  "  It  will  do  good  and  go  ahead,"  and  his 

prediction  has  beea  amply  verified.     It  has  lighted  up  with  Heii- 

venly  sunshine,  the  chamber  of  the  dying,  and  given  to  many  a 

greater  longing  for  Eternal  Bliss.     "  I  handed  it,  '  says  the  Rev. 

\V.  R.  Affleck,   "  to  a  dying'  man,  and  he  was  so  enraptured,  that 

he  longed  to  depart  and  join  the  glorified  saints."    A  gentleman  in 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  loaned  it  to  a  friend  for  perusal,  and  he  at  once 

gave  an  order  for  a  thi.uf(bnd  copies.     It  has  received  the  highest 

eulogiums  from  the  Press.      "^'ou   who  desire  to  have  a  gUmpsf 

infhin  the,  ffnten,  though  it  may  be  but  an  imperfect  one,  as  mortal 

eye  has  not  seen  the  glories  cf  the  "  Higher  Life,"  or  ear  heard  its 

rich  and  serapliic  lutrnionies,  or  heart  conceived  the  blessings  in 

reserve  for  the  faithful ;  yet.  by  rca<ling  tliese  pages,  written  by  one 

who  is  getting  near  the  borders  of  the  (Jood  Land,  you  may  get  a 

foretaste  of  the  glory  which  awaits  the  Christian.     Trusting  that 

this  volume  may  throw  a  few  rays  of  Heavenly  sunsliine  among  the 

shadows  which  may  settle  down  upon  the  life-path  of  the  reader,  \» 

the  earnest  prayer  of 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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REST. 


My  feet  are  wearied,  ami  my  hands  are  tired— 

My  Boul  opprraged  : 
And  with  dekire  have  I  long  desired 

Rest-  only  Rest. 
'Tis  hard  t<i  toil,  when  toil  is  almost  vain 

In  )>arreii  ways ; 
lis  hard  to  g(»w,  and  never  gamer  grain 

In  harvest  days. 
The  burden  of  my  daj-s  is  hard  to  )>ear, 

But  (Jod  knows  best ; 
And  I  have  pruyil     but  viiin  hiis  J>een  my  prayer- 

For  Heat    sweet  Rest. 
Tis  hard  to  pjnnt  in  Spring,  and  never  reap 

The  Autumn  yield  ; 
Tis  hard  to  till,  ami  wlicn  'lis  tilled  to  weep 

O'er  fruitless  lii-Id. 
And  so  I  ary,  a  weak  and  human  cry, 

So  licivrt  oppressed  ; 
And  BO  1  sigh,  n,  weak  and  human  sigh, 

For  Rest    for  Rest. 
My  way  lias  wound  across  the  desert  >ear8. 

And  cares  infest 
My  patli ;  and  tiiron^jh  tlic  flowing  of  hot  tears, 

T  pine  for  Rest. 
Twaa  always  so  ;  when  still  a  child,  I  laid 

On  niotl.cr'a  broiist 
My  wearied  little  licad,  c'cn  then  J  prayed 

As  now  for  Rest. 
And  I  am  restless  still  t  'twill  soon  be  o'er, 

For,  down  the  west. 
Life's  tun  is  setting,  and  I  see  the  shore 

Where  I  shall  rest. 


-IMfe. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


History  teaches  us  that  creeds  and  denominational 
peculiarities,  like  the  generations  of  men,  will  pHSSHwny; 
but  the  mighty  faith,  holy  zeal,  and  Christian  '.eroism  of 
the  disciples  of  Jesus  will  never  die.  Though  the  aposth's 
as-e  no  longer  seen  on  the  walls  of  Zion,  .ind  the  bravest  of 
the  hrave  have  fallen  in  the  tight,  the  influence  of  their 
God-like  example  mIII  li\e through  all  time.  The  religious 
truth  which  they  exjMjunded  ran  like  a  vein  of  gold  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Their  simple,  child- 
like faith  traced  the  immediate  finger  of  Deity  in 
all  the  phenomena  which  played  around  them.  They 
heard  His  voice  in  the  thunder  tmmp  of  persecution 
and  in  ihe  mysterious  winds,  chanting  their  solemn 
requiems  by  their  midnight  cells.  They  felt  His  pres- 
ence as  much  amid  the  lawless  mob  as  in  the  sanctuarv. 
Theirs  is  a  spirit  we  cannot  choose  but  love  ;  so 
holy  and  reverent  was  their  unquestionable  faith.  Whs 
not  theirs  the  true  heart  language  we  most  reverence  and 
admire  t  Was  not  their  communion  with  God  holier  and 
deeper  than  ours  ?  They  are  now  with  the  general  assembly 
and  Church  of  the  first  bom.  With  them  the  battle  is 
over,  they  have  received  the  "well  done."  They  are  sur- 
rounded   by    those    who    were    won    to    Christ    through 
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IN    MKNORIAM. 

mmaiti  iinlinrt.  HyM;.-«id««of Whitfield  aiv  I<>Jw»nlK,  Pajmon, 
Davis, « 'nn  y.  Mo.  iiH.,11,  AjiI  . ,  Dow,  .ludRon  and  Willitti„«! 
Meii  of  U\vsH(^\  memory.  One  of  IIm-hh  found  a  grav#» 
»)eneath  th.-  dark  rolling  liillowN  of  the  otean  ;  iinothor 
suffpred  nmrtyrdom  on  one  of  the  iHlancU  (.f  the  m-.i  ;  and 
theotherHliiue  left  Itehlnd  them  nauieg  which  shall  giitli.T 
fresh  glory  ns  they  are  handed  down  from  one  generation 
to  another.  Walking  through  y..n  Iwautiful  vale  where  the 
silvery  8tr«>ams  meander  and  the  living  fountains  play,  i« 
Rol»ert  McCheyne,  a  man  who,  while  on  earth,  was  loved 
by  a!l  Christians,  an  Israelite  indee<l,  in  whom  there  wa.^ 
no  guiie.  Seated  among  the  Elysiau  bowers  which  angels' 
fingers  fonned — 

"  Kre  the  frMh  aUr*  began  their  race  of  glory, 
Antl  young  Time  told  hii  firrt  birthday  hy  the  •un," 

•re  Adam  Clarke,  Thomas  Outhrie,  John  Angel  James, 
William  Jay.  James  Parsons,  John  Welsh  and  Archbishop 
Tait.  What  a  heavenly  radiance  lights  up  their  ooaate- 
nances.  With  what  holy  i-apture  do  they  sing  the  aonf  <^ 
"Worthy  is  the  Lamb,"  which  is  the  first  and  tbm  kit 
in  the  cele'tial  hymnal.  Our  fathers  and  friends  in  Xsrari 
have  answered  to  the  call  "Come  up  higl»r,"  and  tbm 
summons  wi!l  come  sooner  or  later  to  us.  JSmj  it  Imm  ia 
it  the  heavenly  ring. 


as 


nH^Wi^ 


NOT   F.\R. 


A  littln  wiiy  !    I  know  It  ii  not  f»r 

To  th»t  dear  home  where  iny  loved  onM  M«, 

Ard  ■till  my  h<  m  t  niu  like  •  I.Ird,  upon 

The  empty  ne«t  kihI  mourn*  it*  treMuree  goB« 

Plumed  for  their  flight, 

And  vaniahed  quite. 

Ah  me  I     Wiere  in  the  comfort  r  though  I  My, 
They  have  but  journeyed  on  m  little  w»y. 
A  little  way  t    At  timee  they  seem  so  near, 
Their  voices  even  murmur  in  my  ear. 
To  all  my  duties  l.)\  ing  pre«!nce  lend, 
And  with  aweet  ministry  nty  steps  attend. 
Twas  here  we  met  and  {larted  company 
Why  should  their  gains  »>e  such  a  grief  to  ma? 

This  sense  of  Ioh  I 

This  heavy  cross ! 

Dear  Saviour,  take  the  hnrden  off,  I  pray, 

And  show  me  Heaven  as  but  a  little  way. 

A  little  way  !    The  sentence  I  repeat, 

Hoping  and  longing  to  extract  some  sweet 

To  mingle  with  the  bitter  !     From  Thy  hand 

I  take  the  cup  I  cannot  understand. 

And  in  my  weakness  give  myself  to  Thee  ; 

Although  it  seems  so  very,  very  far, 

To  that  dear  home  where  my  beloved  are, 

I  know,  I  know. 

It  ia  not  ao ; 

Oh,  give  me  faith  to  believe  it  when  I  say, 
Th«*  ihejr  are  gone— gone  »•  it  a  little  way. 


WP^Jii^if-a 


WHERE  ARE  THEY? 


Wh«r»  are  they  •^oim.  of  yur* 
My  »HMit  .lelfght  ? 

"*u*"''  """■"  ''*"'■•  though  iiiiw 
Hiiiden  from  aight. " 

"  Wh..ro  is  tl.«  ,„«„  or  w„,„«„  whc,H«  he«,t  h«,  not  >mn.„ 
trouMedhj  ti.e  .l.,.u«l.t  of  tl.ut  ,n>„t.riou.  hereafter,  to- 
ward«  wh.ch  the  Ht.-a...  of  Jife  invsiHtibly  hurrie.  then,  f 
Around  UK,  while  the  H.<.,,tic'H  douhta  come  out  of  the  dark- 
neH^  and  take  8h«,.e  hke  the  phantom,  of  a  horrid  dream 
wo  hear  our  cor.t..„.,K.rHrie*  asking  aloud,  with  concern  and 
w.th  fear  :  whether  the  generatioim  which  preceded  uh  har. 
I^n  a.  uttery  blotted  out  of  life,  of  .11  pe.^nal  exUtence. 
a*  the  grnsa  of  the  prairie  over  which  the  flime.  have  passed 
-^lestroyiug  the  very  r.x.t,  of  every  ^reen  thin^  ^. 
races  of  geological  monsters  which  have  left  beh.    I  no  lir 
.ng  representatives?     We.  who  are  nearinj  the  lin.it  as- 
H.g..ed  to  human  l.fe,  In^huld  the  shadows  fast  lengthening  on 
our  path  and  the  sun  Hl.,ut  to  disap,,ear  into  a  world  by  us 
unknown,  cannot  help  seeing  in  his  setting  the  in.age  of  our 

V\  hat  sphere  w.I,  receive  our  spirit  when  our  day  is  ended  ? 
For  we  know  that  all  living  peoples,  as  well  as'ih.^e  who 
have  gone  l^fore  us,  are  unanimous  in  believing  that  the 

TweH  rr  .^  ''""'"''°"  ^'  *^«  "^y-     ^"*  -  k"ow 
«•  well   that  they  asked  themselves  in  their  day,  as  we  do 

now  w.th  anxiety  :  Where  do  our  departed  go  t  '^  qui 


WHERE  ARE  THEr) 


tion,  aiid  the  grave  tlioughts  it  suggests  will  not  b«  put 
away,  in  the  evening  of  life  especially.  Like  travellers  who 
hiive  climbed  a  steep  hill  after  a  long  day's  journey,  we  look 
back  to  tind  those  who  started  with  us  and  perceive  witli  a 
shudder  that  few,  very  few  indeed,  remain.  Where  are 
they  1  We  remember  the  aged  to  whom  we  looked  up  for 
miiilaiice  and  counsel  on  lieginning  life's  journey;  the  strong, 
the  wise,  the  venerable,  on  whom  our  soul  leaned  for  sup- 
pt)rt ;  they  dropped  away,  one  after  the  other,  like  ripe  fruit 
from  the  overladen  tree.  Does  the  earth  cover  all  that  we 
loved  and  revered  in  them  1 

Our  parents,  too—  the  father,  who  was  the  guide  of  our 
youth  :  the  mother,  whose  tenderness  was  deeper  than  the 
springs  of  ocean,  whose  pure  and  loving  soul  was  to  us  as 
(iod's  angel  in  human  form  ;  they,  t<xj,  in  their  turn,  closed 
their  race  of  devotion  and  sufferinj,',  with  their  eyes  looking 
fondly  for  the  dawn  of  a  letter  life  in  which  we  should  be 
united  with  them.  Is  this  union  in  a  blissful  eternity  only 
a  delusion  sent  by  nature  to  deceive  the  hopes  of  earth's 
dearest  and  best?  Ha\e  we  lost  forever  the  sweet  com- 
panionship of  those  who  first  discoursed  with  us  on  immor- 
tality t  Are  we  nev^r  iir:iin  to  Ite  folded  within  those  lov- 
ing arms?  8hall  (lu-ii-  io". id  voices  never  more  nuike  music 
in  our  souls  1 

Every  day,  as  we  atlvaiue  towaitls  the  goal,  we  hear  fond 
parents  mourning  over  the  graves  of  children  cut  off  in  the 
spring-tide  of  lovely  womanhood  or  iiiauhood,  full  of  bril- 
liant promises.  They  were  rearing  children  for  he»ven  ; 
they  watched  over  them  as  if  they  had  to  keep  angels  in 
the  body  free  froiu  earthly  stain,  while  training  them  to 
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all  earthly  lieioism.  Ls  tliere  no  lieaveii,  then,  for  the 
bright,  pur«  spiiiu  dt-pusied  from  their  homes?  Within 
the  Christian  home,  as  outside  of  it,  the  young  are  called 
to  watch  hy  the  death-l)etl  of  their  l)e8t  Ijeloved ;  nothing 
sootlies  for  tluin  tJie  pang  of  separation  but  faith  in  a  bet- 
ter life,  and  the  certain  hope  of  meeting  there  those  who 
are  a  part  of  ti.emselves.  Is  there  no  reunion  hereafter? 
Has  all  mankind  conspired  to  cheat  themselves  with  this 
magniticent  dieam  of  a.  future  life  and  a  better  world? 
Has  all  maiikind  therefore  believed,  and  believed  fondly,  in 
a  future  state  ?  Yes  ;  all  1  The  records  and  monuments 
of  the  most  ancient  empires,  the  religious  beliefs  and  the 
funeral  customs  of  laces  the  most  civilized  or  most  savage, 
the  literature  of  the  pagan  world  ;  the  tombs  of  Egypt, 
Assyria,  India,  China  and  Japan,  as  well  as  the  sepulchres 
of  Palestine,  all  teach  the  sublime  doctrine  of  man's  im- 
mortality. He  only  voiced  the  universal  pagan  creed,  who 
wrote — 

•  Tia  tlie  Divinity  that  stirs  within  us, 
Tis  Heaven  itself  that  points  out  an  hereafter, 
And  mtiinates  eternity  of  man. 

*i    u     *     *     ^^  there's  a  Power  above  us 
CAnd  that  there  is,  all  nature  cries  aloud 
Through  all  her  works),  He  must  delight  in  virtue  : 
And  that  which  He  delights  in  must  l.c  happy.' 

But  whatever  doul.t  ol.-sci.red  or„wc;,l  en  ■.!  the  ti-aditional 
faith  of  the  heathen  nations,  among  ^1,,.  IM.rew  race,  hoi.', 
ing  fast  to  revealed  truth,  there  was  no  doubt  on  the  caidi- 
nal  doctrine  of  the  life  to  come.  Of  these  glorious  witnesses. 
Paul  says,  'All  these  died  according  to  the  faith,  not  hax- 
ing  received  the  promises,  but  beholding  them  afar  off,  and 
saluting  them  and  confessing  that  they  are  pilgrims  on  the 
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earth.     For  they  that  say  these  things  do  signify  that  they 
seek  a  country.     And  truly  if  they  had  been  mindful  of 
that  from  whence  they  came  out,  they  had  doubtless  time 
to  return.     But  now  they  desire  a  l>etter,  that  is  to  say,  a 
Heavenly  Country.     Therefore,  (iotl  is  not  ashamed  to  \tc 
calh-d  their  God;  for  He  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city.' 
Such  is  the  living  faith  of  that  chosen  moe,  who  were  the 
predecessors  and  spiritual  paiv^nts  of  the  Christian  people. 
Among  them  the  behct  in  the  life  and  the  world  to  come 
shines  like  a  stream  of  liglit  along  the  entire  ])ath  of  their 
history  down  to  Christ ;  and  since,  His  teaching  has  only 
made  the  existence  of  the  Heavenly  Country,  of  the  City 
with   foundations    whose    builder   and    maker   is   God,   a 
more   distinct   and   glorious    reality.       Hear   what  Jesus 
says :  '  Let  not  your  heart  Ije  troubled.      You  believe  in 
God,  Ijelieve  also  in  Me.     In  my  Father's  house  are  many 
mansions.     If  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.     I  go 
to  prepare  a  place  for  you.      And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a 
place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  will  take  you  to  My- 
self;  that  where  I  am,  ye  also  may  be'     We  know,  then, 
where  the  departed  go.     Not  in  vain  do  we  place  all  our 
trust  in  Him  who  alone  is  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life. 
Even  on  this  side  of  the  grave,  and  while  the  cold  mists  of 
••rth  f  '1  thick  and  chilling  around  our  [lath,  we  feel  that 
"this  18  eternal  life  to  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ  wlioni  Thou  hast  sent."    The  firm  faith  of  the 
presentis  only  the  pi-elude  and  the  pledge  of  the  clear  know- 
ledge of  the  future.     We  know  that  He  who  is  the  Way 
has  gone  before  us  and  taken  possession  of  the  Father's 
house  with  its  many  mansions,  of  the  land  of  the  living 


■WHKRR   ABK   THEY  1 

with  its  vast  empire  and  its  unfading  glories.  We  know 
tliat  tl.ose  who,  either  yesterday  or  long  ago,  parted  with 
us  on  the  road,  and  died  l«-lieving  in  Him,  trusting  in  His 
promises  and  loving  Him  with  the  last  pulsations  of  their 
hearts,  are  vith  Him. 

'  Where  they  rejoice  to  be. 
There  is  the  land  for  me ; 
Fly  time,  fly  speedily  ; 
Come  life  and  light :' 

'.ead,  Kindly  Light,  amid  the  encircling  gloom 

Lea«i  Thou  me  on  ! 
'Jho  night  is  dark,  and  I  am  far  from  honit  ' 

Lead  Thou  me  on  ! 
Keep  Thon  my  feet ;  I  do  not  ask  to  see 
i'lie  distant  scene— one  step  enough  for  me. 

So  long  Thy  power  hath  blest  me,  sure  it  still 

Will  lead  me  on 
O'er  moor  and  fen,  o'er  crag  and  torrent,  till 

The  night  is  gone  ! 

wu-  ^      ****  """"^  *^°*^  *"8el  fftces  smile, 
Which  I  have  loved  long  since  and  lost  awhile,  •  *" 
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The  doctrine  of  the  kouI'r  inimortality  had  its  symbol 
ill  the  heaven-ascending  flame  whicli  tlie  heathen  carved 
upon  their  tombs ;  and  was  expresspfl  us  well  hy  the  lamp 
they  lighted  amid  the  ghmm  of  the  spulclire,  as  by  the 
ever-green  garlands  tluit  irowned  the  monuments  of  their 
dead.  The  hope  of  immortality  is  a  star  that  shines  in 
••very  sky,  a  flower  that  blooms  in  the  poorest  soil,  a  flame 
that  bums  in  the  coldest  bosom.  It  makes  heroes  of 
fowards,  and  imparts  t<i  v.eakuess  a  giant's  strength.  It 
makes  the  courage  of  the  brjivest  warrior  burn  high  in  the 
day  of  battle,  and  nerves  the  unbending  savage  to  endure, 
without  a  groan  to  gratify  his  captors  or  disgrace  his  tribe, 
the  torture  of  fire  and  stake  Why  do  these  weeping 
(ireeks  approach  the  dead  man,  as  he  lies  on  his  bier  for 
burial,  and  open  his  mouth  to  put  in  an  oholns?  The  coin 
is  passage  money  for  the  surly  ferryman  who  rows  the 
ghost  over  Styx's  stream.  Aj'd  why,  in  that  forest  grave, 
around  which  stand  plumed  and  painted  warriors,  un- 
moved and  immovable  as  statues,  do  they  bury  with  the 
l)ody  of  the  Indian  Chief  his  canoe  and  bow  and  arrow  t 
He  goes  to  follow  the  chase  and  hunt  the  deer  in  the 
spectre-land  where  the  Great  Spirit  lives,  and  the  spirits  of 
his  fathers  have  gone  before  him.     Ho<v  easy  it  is  to  ;,raoe. 
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in  these  customs  and  lieliefs,  n  sort  of  rude  copy  of  the 
words  of  life  and  iininorUlity     I  shall  not  die,  but  live. 

It  would  be  well  if  we  could  grasp  more  deeply  the  full 
meaning  of  the  word  Immortality.  It  is  often  uttered  by 
the  tongue,  but  seldom  comprehended  by  the  mind.  It 
involves  within  it  all  the  immeasurable  distance  between 
Earth  and  Heaven,  Time  and  Eternity.  How  is  it  likely 
tliat  we,  the  prisoners  of  a  crumbling  tenement,  should  esti- 
mate the  meaning  of  a  word  fraught  with  the  brightness 
and  beauty  of  Deity.  Ourselves  corruptible,  and  hemmed 
aiound  by  all  that  is  baseless,  evanescent  and  fading,  how 
should  our  puny  faculties  drink  in  the  welling  tide  of  elo- 
quence that  such  a  word  lets  loose.  It  unscales  the  glazinj; 
eyes  of  death,  and  shows  the  open  portals  of  eternal  life. 
It  draws  aside  the  curtain  from  the  vision  of  the  human 
and  shows  the  effulgence  and  glory  of  the  world  that  is 
div!  e.  It  stands  upon  the  further  side  of  the  imprisoned 
gra\  e  and  points  the  uprising  tenant  to  the  unfading  bright- 
ness of  the  eternal  skies.  It  weaves  garlands  from  the  ever 
gi-een  branches  of  the  tree  of  life  to  enwi-eath  the  radiant 
brows  of  the  glorified.  It  sparkles  in  the  living  waters  that 
flow  from  beneath  the  throne  of  Gotl  and  the  Lamb.  It 
gives  to  the  crown  of  life  its  unfading  lustre^»nd  burns  and 
glows  in  the  splendors  of  the  sapphire  throne.  It  is  the 
tocsin  of  eternity,  the  matin  song  of  everlasting  life,  the 
opening  of  the  l)eatific  vision  and  the  brightening  of  the 
quivering  sunlight  of  the  skies.  It  strews  the  pathway  with 
fadeless  flowers,  and  perfumes  the  freshening  fragrance  from 
the  garden  of  the  Lord.  It  floats  upon  the  zephyr's  breeze 
Mid  is  the  incense  of  the  golden  censor  that  is  swung  by 
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angel  hands  l.eforp  the  throne.  It  chants  the  echo  of  the 
anthem  of  adoring  praise  that  fills  the  tempi.,  whose  pearly 
airl.cs  vibrate  Mith  seraphic  voices,  but  never  know  the 
bounding  of  a  passing  or  vesper  Ik-II,  for  deatli  is  there 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  It  is  the  dawning  .)f  the  unset- 
ting  sunlight  of  the  perfect  day  :  the  blazing  i -radiant  em- 
anation of  the  unwaning  smiles  of  (ir<l  What  a  life  to  l.e 
enjoyed,  and  it  is  offered  to  all  who  will  fight  the  good 
tight  of  faith.  May  the  Lord  give  us  strength  l..  wage 
»  good  warfare,  that  we  may  Jay  hold  on  this  iuiiuortal  life. 


ALMOST  HOME. 


"  VThat  I  almost  home  T  "     "  Y«s,  almoat  home,"  ahe  luUd, 

And  light  seemed  gleaming  on  her  age<l  heutl. 

"  Jesus  is  very  preoioua  "  !     Thoae  who  near 

Her  bedside  sttMMi  were  thrilled  those  words  to  hear. 

"  Towarils  His  blest  home  I  turn  my  willing  feet ; 

Hinder  me  not ;  I  go  my  Lord  to  meet. " 

Silence  ensued.     She  seemed  to  paaa  away. 

Serene  and  ijuiet  aa  that  auinmer  day, 

''Speak  "  cried  through  tears,  her  daughter  ben<ling  low, 

"One  M'ord  beloved  mother,  ere  you  go." 

She  spoke  that  word  ;  the  last  ahe  apoke  on  earth. 

In  wlnspering  tones    that  word  of  woudering  worth  ; 

"Jesus  "  !  The  sorrowing  listeners  caught  the  sound 

Rut  angels  heard  it  with  a  joy  profound. 

liock,  at  it9  m'lgnty.  power,,  tne  gates  unfoid. 

The  gates  of  pearl  that  guard  the  streets  ot  gold. 

The  harpers  with  their  harps  took  up  the  strain. 

And  sang  the  triumphs  of  the  Lord  again, 

As  til  rough  tile  open  portals  entered  in, 

Anotlier  soul  re<leemed  from  death  and  sin. 

And  as  from  earth  the  spirit  passed  away. 

To  dwell  forever  in  the  realms  of  day  ; 

Those  who  were  left  to  mourn  could  almost  hear 

The  strains  of  heavenly  musio  strike  the  ear. 

And  to  their  longing  eyes  by  grace  was  given 

In  such  a  scene  as  'twere  a  glimpse  of  heaven. 
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BORDERS  OF  THE  LAND. 


What  forfita«tf«  the  Christian  often  han  of  his. approach 
to  the  heav«'nly  country.  Land  birds  of  beautiful  plumage 
greeted  Columbus  days  Vefore  iiis  eye  caught  a  sight  of  the 
New  World.  It  i.s  said,  that  as  the  Island  of  Ceylon  is 
approach wl,  the  spicy  breezes  waft  the  odors  of  her  fruits 
out  across  the  waters  to  bless  the  toiling  seamen.  Whether 
this  lie  so  or  not.  we  know  the  gales  of  heavenly  grace  bless 
the  Christian  mariner  with  their  fragrar.t  odors.  So,  at  the 
close  of  life's  voyage,  do  ministering  angels  come  hitherward, 
careering  on  bright  wings,  and  tlie  river  of  life  sends  its 
refreshing  current  far  out  into  the  sea  of  this  world,  and 
thus  many  an  aching  heart  has  been  cheered  on  the  voyage 
I  )ver  ihe  sea  of  life.  Often,  like  some  bright  bird  of  Paradise 
singing  amid  the  billows  of  a  troubled  life,  thoughts  of 
heaven  and  music  as  of  eternal  love  have  cheered  the  Chris- 
tian and  told  him  the  land  was  very  near.  Brethren, 
lot  the  mutinous  world  mock  on  at  your  persevering  pa- 
tience; all  around  you  there  are  munitions  of  Heaven.  Land 
is  near !  You  may  see  floating  around  you  the  leaves 
of  the  tree  of  life  which  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations, 
and  above  you,  everywhere.  Heaven's  own  m  '.sic  tells  liow 
near  you  are  to  land.  Where  the  sun  dips  behind  the 
golden  sea,  he  is  begilding  with  his  rsiys  another  shore. 
What  the  land  Beulah  was  to  Christian  and  Hopeful,  such 
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may  thin  part  of  tho  piljfriinajje  lie  to  all  the  redeemed. 
Of  this  fiuiiyan  wrote,  that  it  "  waa  out  of  reach  of  giant 
Despair  ;  neither  could  they  from  this  place  so  much  aa  see 
Doubting  Castle.  Here  they  were  within  sight  of  the  city 
they  were  going  to  ;  also  here  met  them  some  of  the 
inhahitnnta  thereof  ;  for  in  this  land  the  shining  ones  com- 
iiioidy  walked,  l>ecau8e  it  was  upon  the  borders  of  Heaven." 
Edwarfl  Payson,  when  dying,  said  :  "The  Celestial  City 
is  full  ill  view,  its  glories  lieam  upon  me,  its  sounds  strike 
my  env,  and  its  spirit  is  breathed  into  my  heart."  Then 
let  us  a.'^cend  t!^o  "Delectable  Mountains,"  that  we  too  may 
catch  a  sight  of  the  Holy  City,  and  feast  our  eyes  upon  its 
grandeur,  regale  our  ears  with  its  undying  melodies,  and  in- 
hale its  pure  Hiid  invigorating  atmosphere. 

"So  I  am  watching  quietly 

Kvcry  (lay. 
Whenever  the  nun  Rhinefi  brightly, 
I  I'ise  anil  say  : 
Surely  it  ia  the  shining  of  His  face  I 
And  look  into  the  gates  of  His  high  place 
Tteyond  the  sea. 

"For  I  know  He  is  coming  shortly 

To  summon  nie ; 
And  when  a  shadow  falls  across  the  window 
Of  my  room. 
Where  I  am  working  my  appointed  task, 
I  lift  my  head  to  watch  the  door,  and  ask 
If  He  is  come. 

"  Antl  the  angel  answers  sweetly 

In  my  home : 
'Only  a  few  more  shadows, 

And  He  will  come.'" 


WITHIN  THE  PEARLY  GATES. 


"  Ariil  Ihe  twHv«  ipitei  were  twelve  pearls ;  every  leveral  tiuta  wm  »(  one  prarl ; 
Mid  Mieftreclot  the  city  wM  pure  gold,  u  it  were  tninipsrent  g\am.''    Rev.  xxi,'21 


"Oh  !  ye  wlio  are  toHaeil  on  life's  tumultuous  iiccivn,  eye  tin;  sliorr. 
WhTe  slumliei  on  her  downy  couch  shall  lull  your  cares  to  ewcet 

repoite, 
Yet  wait  awhile,  and  I  will  hear  you  to  yon  balmy  climes  of  rest, 
Will  lay  you  by  the  silver  stri-iitns,  crowned  with  elysian  bowers. 
Where  peace  extends  her  blooming  olive  and  the  tempest  pours  its 

kiiliag  blast  no  more. " 


IT  N  »lescril»iii<^  thr  cflcstijil  world,  tliought,  language 
z^.  and  iniaj,'ts  fail.  It  is  a  thenio  t<H)  high  for  con- 
ception, t(K)  grand  for  di'scription,  t<K)  ineffahly  sacred 
to  a<hnit  of  comparison.  The  grandeur  of  nature,  tht> 
glory  of  art,  the  dreams  of  fancy  fiid  the  creations  of 
poetry  all  fade  in  the  vision.  Admiration  no  loiiL^er 
hovers  o\er  the  elvsian  fields  of  Virgil  ;  Honiei'.^ 
sparkling  rilla  of  nectar  \v<m)  our  thii-st  no  niorc 
Even  the  paradise  of  Milton,  with  its  trees  an«l  its 
rivers,  its  fruits  and  its  flowers,  its  hymns  and  its 
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harpN — rt  liviiij^  Imitlsfaiw  with  its  venml  tiiuili'iii  nixl 
voiced  with  luehMly  -<lwiiHll«.s  into  Hterility  !  An«l 
until  Wf  «liu  t<>  share  thu  jflorio.s  of  iiniii«)rtality  ami 
heir  the  thrones  (if  heaven,  wr  tan  only  tuiy  that  in- 
terminable spring  shall  lj|«>oni  upon  the  scene  and 
chase  the  winter  of  atiliction  hy  its  sniilts!  We  feel 
how  utterly  language  siiiks  iM-ncath  tlu^  majesty  of 
the  suhjeot,  f«»r  who  can  sustain  himself  when  every 
thought  hends  and  hreaks  with  the  Imrden  of  its  own 
meanings'  We  go  to  the  home  of  onr  Father,  the 
residence  of  His  family,  the  central  alxnle  of  fiual 
virtue.  The  august  vision  makes  us  tremble  jus  \\v 
gjize,  and  the  subliinest  reach  of  human  thought  can 
only  point,  fe«'l>ly  point,  to  its  deep  foundations  and 
God-built  stones,  its  rainUtw  c«)verings  and  sunlight 
splendours,  walled  with  adamant  and  paved  with  sap- 
phire, crowned  with  the  redeemed  and  God  in  the 
iniflst. 

Heaven  is  a  /ilda:  Some  divines  have  attempted 
to  get  over  the  difficulty  of  fixing  the  present  locality 
of  Ihvimmi  liy  representing  it  as  a  habitation  not  yet 
fOrmeil.  These  theologians  place  heaven  in  the  same 
category  as  the  millenium,  the  latter  day  glory,  the 
judgment  day.  In  support  of  their  view  they  are  in 
the  habit  of  (ptoting  the  words  of  the  apostle  Peter: 


WITHIX   TIIK    fKARI,Y    lilTKJi. 


2ft 


•  Nfv«'rthi'lt?*w,  we.  ncconlinj^  to  His  |)roini.sf,  l(K)k  for 
iii'W  luiivfiiM  iiikI  a  iifw  »'artli.  wheiviii  dwclloth  Hght- 
wm.Mii\sH. "  The  luisinttTprftiitiun  o(  tlu.su  \v«)rfls  luivr 
jufvi'iitiil  ('hristiiuiM from  liK)king  up  uml  aluouil  ujk)ii 
(mmI's  gnat  universe  in  s«'iirch  of  a  local  ui>il  pnsent 
existing  lionu'.  Mi»st  awsuredly  tliere  is  a  heaven  exist- 
ing just  now,  into  which  Jesus  our  eMir  Itrother  has 
asceuiled,  where  G<kI  has  estahlished  his  throne,  in 
which  angels  who  have  kept  tluir  first  estate  ha\. 
their  usual  habitation  an<l  in  which  are  dwelling  tli 
spirits  of  the  just  men  made  perfect,  or  otherwise  the 
i"eitcrations  «)f  the  Bihle  are  s»)  many  mytlis. 

Moreover,  it  is  not  merely  a  local,  hut  a  material 
habitation,  into  which  Enoch  and  Elijah  have  ascended, 
carrying  their  l)o<lies  with  them,  an«l  into  which  tin 
resurrection  InKiies  of  all  the  children  of  Go<l  ar«'  to 
rise  after  the  judgment  is  over,  or  otherwise  the  wholi 
Bible  is  a  fable  and  its  lieatitic  revelations  are  merely 
comfortable  dreams.  The  exact  |xwjition  of  our  Fa- 
ther's house  nmst  still  remain  a  matter  of  conjecture. 
Where  in  ilistant  .fpace  ri.se  thy  pinnacles  f  Where 
sweep  thy  mansions  ?  Where  in  the  star-bespangled 
tiniiament  is  thy  eternal  dome  ?  are  questions  which 
the  light  of  eternity  will  tUoue  reveal.  Be  a.ssured  oi' 
one  thing,  we  all  may  find  it  at  the  end  of  a  godlv  life 
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It  is  ft  conniK.ii  thiiiir  t,<.  ivprcst'iit  invisible  things 
by  sensible  ideius.     Heaven  is  therefore  called  a  7'a>v<- 
ifisc—"  a  garden  oi  fruits  and  flowers  oii  which  our 
spiritual  natures  and  tastes  will  be  regaled  throu<rh 
one  ever-verdant  spring  and  golden  sunnner;  a  pam- 
dise  where  lurks  no  serpent  to  destroy,  and  where  fruits 
and  Howers  shall  never  fade,  droop,  nor  die."     An  Iv- 
ha-itance—"  that  is  incorruptible,  undefiled  and  that 
fadeth  not  away."      A  Country—"  ox i.^v  whose  wid<- 
regions  we  shall  traverse  in  all  the  might  of  our  un- 
tried facilities,  and  in  all  the  glow  of  new  and  hea\en- 
1  -orn  energies,  discovering  and  gathering  fresh  harvests 
I >f  intelligence,  satisfaction  and  delight."     A  BuUdu,'j 
"  that  has  (Jod  for  its  Maker,  immortality  for  its  walls, 
and  eternity  for  its  day."     A  }u>me~-  Oh,  how  sweet 
is  that  word  !     What  l)eautiful  and  tendei-  associations 
cluster  around  it.     Compared  with  it.  house,  mansion, 
palace,  are  cold  heartless  terms.     It  (luickens  the  pulse, 
warms  the  heart,  stirs  the  soul  to  its  depths  makes 
age  feel  yoinig  again,  and  rouses  apathy  into  energy. 
(Jraee  .sanctifies  these  lovely  affections,  and  imparts'a 
siicredn.'ss  to  the  homes  of  earth,  by  makin,:,   them 
types  of  he.iven.     As  a  home  the  believer  likes  to 
think  of  h,..r.  en.     "  Thus,  when  lately  bending  over  a 
dying  saint,"  says  the  late  Dr.  Guthrie,  "and  expressincr 
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our  sorrow  to  s  ■  I-mu  so  iov- ,  with  the  radiant  coun- 
tenance rather  cT  <<t;"  v.\,o  had  just  left  heaven,  than 
one  al)oiit  to  enter  it,  he  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
clasped  his  hands,  and  exclaimed  in  ecstacv,  '  I  am 
going  home.'  "  A  Sanctuary—''  where  tlu;  thrice-holy 
divinity  enshrined  by  our  own  nature  in  the  person  of 
Immanuel  is  worshippetl  and  adored,  without  a  sigh. 
without  an  imperfection,  and  without  intennission  : 
where  hymns  of  praise,  hallelujahs  of  s»dvation,  ami 
hosannahs  of  redemption,  are  uttered  by  blest  \oicos 
without  numlnr."  A  t  midt—"  bright  with  the  divine 
glory,  filled  with  the  divine  presence,  streaming  with 
the  divine  Ijoauty,  and  peopled  with  shining  monu- 
ments of  divine  goodness,  meix-y  and  grace."  A  ^(7'/ 
— "  whose  walls  are  jaspvr,  whtwe  streets  are  burnished 
gold,  through  which  fiov.s  t!ie  ri\  'r  of  life ;  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  hunger  no  more,  thirst  no  more,  sitke:; 
no  more,  weep  no  more,  die  no  more ;  where  there  is 
no  need  of  the  sun  b\-  dav,  for  there  is  no  ni«dittherr 
the  Lord  God  Almighty  is  the  light  thereof." 

For  many  centuries,  those  who  entered  the  Pkak:,v 
Gates  spoke  on  earth  the  Hebrew  tongue;  l>ut  all 
ages  and  nations  have  contributed  citizens  to  t!it>  New 
Jerusalem.     The  Litin  tongue  has  sent  its  <  omelius 


audits  Clement;  ila-  Greek  tongue,  its  (.'eplias  and 
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its  AlH)ll<>.s.  its  Lydiii  aii<l  its  I'lui'lir;  the  IMiilippian 
jailor  is  tluTc,  iiiul  the  Ktliiopiun  tn-n.s\iti'i- ;  iiuiii  of  all 
iiptitU«l<'H,  gnwlt'.s  hihI  conditions.  Wh.it  an  innuincr- 
ablo  ooin|)any  <>i"  "just  men  iiijult'  pcrfi'ct  "'  limo  joimvl 
tlio  diun'h  of  till'  first-lM)ni  .sinco  i\u\  creation  of  the 
worhi.  .Foliu  .saw  an  liundn-d  and  forty  and  four 
tluMisand  standiii;!,'  on  Mount  Zion,  who  were  n'lh'onicd 
from  anioni'  men,  Innnir  tho  first  fruits  luito  God  and 
the  Ijanili :  ami  Im  heard  »i  '. oice  from  Heaven,  as  tho 
voice  of  many  waters,  and  tho  voice  of  ^nsat  timnder, 
and  tlie  vnice  of  har])ers  harping  tm  their  harps  ;  and 
they  sunii;  as  it  were  a  new  song  before  the  throne ; 
and  no  man  could  leant  that  song  hut  the  hundn>d 
and  forty  and  four  thousjind  which  were  reiieemed 
from  the  Earth.  And  since  then  what  myriads  have 
entered  the  gates  nf  immortjility,  and  joined  the  "  in- 
numenihle  company  which  no  man  could  inimln'r." 

While  moditatinif  on  the  glories  of  Heaven,  I  saw, 
as  it  were,  the  Holy  City,  and  its  gates  of  pearl  and 
walls  of  jasper.  Many  peoph^  were  walking  therein  ; 
they  seemed  thoughtful  yet  cheerful,  neither  occupied 
with  business  nor  with  gaiety,  biit  they  carried  a})out 
with  tliem  such  dignity  and  repose,  such  peace  and 
purity,  as  were  never  stamped  on  mortal's  brow.  The 
light  of  the  City  was  very  peculiar.    It  was  not  the 
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lij^hfc  of  tlh'  Mun,  for  tlicn-  whs  ho  iUiaaI'  ;  imr-  tlir 
li^'lit  of  tlic  moon,  for  it  wii,s  clfiir  )i,m  inM>ti.ln\.  It 
wiisjui  ,itmosj)li<'r<i  of  li;r}it  oiliii,  loNcly,  >irnl  c-li.iiii.'i 
1<!HS.  T)i<!  Iioiisi's  s<H!iin'<l  liko  }>iil(w*fs,  l»ut  nob  lil.i 
i\u'  palaces  of  tlin  <^arUi.  The  jiineiufnt  tliey  v.Hlknl 
upon  was  like  Inimished  iroM.  TIk^  j)eo|)l(!  nj.pean-fl 
Ui  he.  all  j,'oiiig  it\u-.  way.  At  len;'th  tliey  crosse.l  o\.r 
to  an  eilifice  nion?  spacious  and  mairnificent  than  tlie 
others.  Tliey  asccn<l(Ml  its  nia.ssi\e  .steps,  and  crossed 
the  hull.  It  was  not  uiarlile,  hut  liicht,  ]»un;  li;,dit, 
consolidat(!«I  into  form,  and  within  was  >i  stairowse,  all 
of  lii^dit,  which  they  juscciided.  As  T  stood,  wrapt  in 
amazement,  OIK!  of  tlM!  elders  heckoned  me  to  follow 
him,  and  he  '  me  into  a  frrand  and  c^ipaci(»u.s  tem- 

ple.    It  seen-  H!  huilt  of  the  fiiunst  alahaster,  with 

columns  of  cr\  stal,  richly  decorated.  The  interior  wa,s 
arranged  like  an  amphitheatre,  and  lighted  up  with  a 
soft  radiance.  In  the  mid.st  of  it  tli»'re,  was  a  throne, 
and  He  that  sat  on  it  wms,  to  ltK»k  uixtn,  like  ja,sper  wnd 
a  .sardine  stone,  and  there  was  a  rainlniw  round  alnnit 
the  throne  like  unto  an  emerald.  And  round  alKuit 
the  throne  were  four  and  twenty  .seats  :  and  ii|m»!i  the 
scats  were  four  and  twent\-  elders  sittin<f,  clotheil  in 
white  raiment,  and  they  hail  on  their  heads  crowns  of 
gold,  and  they  fell  down  Inifon^  Him  that  sat  on  the 
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♦  hroiii',  aiiil  \viit-ship|)i>ii  fliiii  that  liv<>t.h  fur  ever  ntxl 
<"\iT.  a:iil  I'Mst.  tlicir  rniwiis  iM'foro  tht>  tliroiir,  snyiii^: 
■  TliiMi  art  worth \,  ( )  lionl,  t.o  r«>«'»«ivi>  jfloiy  lunl  linunr 
1111*1  puvvtT  ;  for  thou  hast  crciittMl  nil  thiii>;s,  iiiul  foe 
thy  i)h>tbsui-<>  tht'y  nii'  ami  wrrc  crralcd  "  Ami  I  .s.iw  a 
grtvii  iiiultitttih'.  \vhi<-h  no  man  couM  iiiinilicr,  of  ail 
natioiiH.iuxi  kintlrtMJN.  ami  |h>o|)I<-,  ami  loii'^ucs.  Then 
Ho  who  jMit  on  iht>  throne  hrokc  tin-  hrca  I  of  ctt-r  lal 
Hfu,  anti  gHvo  it  unto  tiio  stiints,  they  also  drank  of  the 
livinjf  wfttiT  which  pitKeclcd  ont  of  iUr  tlin»ne  of  ( J(,.| 
an«l  tho  Ljunh.  }{•>  then  unfohiiMl  unto  tiieni  iiie 
grand  inyst<>n«\s  of  ro(lenn)tion,  ami  i'vi'r\  heart  v;as 
thrilh^i  with  rapture.  Thti  assenihiy  tli:  ..  rose,  ami 
fn»ni  twico  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  voices 
rollctl  the  new  son-jr.  Mending  with  the  sevt-n  thumler> 
•vhich  uttered  tluir  voices,  suhdned  Iiy  the  harmonious 
strains  of  myriads  of  ^-  ihU'ii  liarps,  and  supp.u'ted  In 
tho  majestic  nmring  of  the  heiusts  that  g-ard  th( 
thn)ne  of  the  Iniinite.  At  tiie  close  of  the  grand 
-'nitorio  there  sUhkI  tip  a  person  most  glorit)i:s  to  hndx 
uiH>n.  and  said,  "  As  I  )(H)k  niwrn  this  great  multitude. 
>ny  joy  is  indescril»ihle.  I  know  that  it  was  through 
uiy  di»>l»e<lience  that  sin  entere<l  into  the  world,  but 
I  i*ejoice  that  to  me  w.-uh  given  the  promise  that  the 
seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  serpent's  head. 
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Ami   wlicii   tilt-   fnlni'SM  of  tiinc  wms  ntiiu-,  iim\  wiit 
forth  liJH  son  iMirii  of  a  woman     niiMi<>  un(l«T  tim  law 

(hat  Wf  nii;;;ht  n'r<'iv<»  th«^  fuloptiori  of  Moris.  To 
Kim  w  ho  huH  ii'iiccmrtl  tiH  to  <1<hI  hy  Flin  own  hltMnl. 
w«'  woiiM  MHcnhf  all  Dw  praiM*-."  Whtii  he  hn«l  tinis 
sjMikrn,  thf-rr  aronc  a  miiltitu<l<^  of  haqwrs,  who  sun;^' 
with  JM  rite t  harmony  thrHonj{«»f  MoHcwand  tin-  bimh 

AftiT  which  th«!  H|)*>ak)'r  Hat  down,  hikI  Ai'.i:i,  r«»Hc 
ami  s.iifl:  "  Dear  Itrt'thn-n,  yoii  an^  all  awar*-  that 
thcro  MUM  a  i«'ri<M|  wln-n  no  Innnan  Hpirit stcKnl  In-fore 
this  tliniiic.  Straphini  ami  chenihim  with  fol<l«-(|  wind's 
ami  veiled  fiu-es  were  the  only  worHhijiperM  in  this  tem- 
ple. When  I  arri\e«|  I  found  no  redeetned  spirit  here, 
none  who  hud  \ve|>t,  none  who  luul  suHei-.d,  none  who 
had  di.'d.  I  was  a  stnin;^'er  from  a  stran<;e  world. 
Here  I  st<K>d  pouring  out  my  lonely  song  nnto  Him 
that  loved  me  and  wiu;hed  me  from  inv  sins  in  Hi 
own  blood.  Thongh  1  w.;s  the  first  to  t.ste  t!ii-  hitte 
pains  of  death,  I  whs  mme  than  reeon![)'  :iscd  f(»r  all  I 
HiifferM  when  I  foinid  myself  in  the  pic: lence  of  mv 
Saviour !  Happy  <diauge  :  "  He  paused,  and  the  w  hole 
tusstunbly  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Blessing  anrj  hono- 
and  glory  and  power  Im-  unto  Him  that  sitt<'th  up)ri 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Ijamh,  for  ever  and  ever." 

After  this,  Enoch  st<KMl  up  ami  said:    '1  felt  un- 
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s|)«>HkaMy  happy  wliilr  listening  t^o  our  ilhistriouHsire. 
All  of  y«»n.  »'xc'«'pt  Elijah,  know  whnt  it.  is  Ut  »li«;  hut 
Itf  tuul  I  wore  translatt'd  t-o  thcso  hfuvmly  inaiiHions 
A  ithont  .mM'injf  death.  VVhih*  on  the  t^Jirth  it.  \va«  my 
<!.iily  privilt'^t'  to  walk  with  (Jo<l.  One  ilny,  whih' 
in)'<lit>atin^'  iijwai  His  ^hhIih'as  aixl  tlic  joys  of  tliis 
(M'K'stinI  hoiiii>.  T  felt  a  niysti'rions  clian^'i'  jmss  over 
\\u\  I  wa,s  not,  for  (}o«l  t.<H)k  im-.  nixl  thf  next  ino- 
lui'iit  I  fouml  niysflf  in  this  glorious  rity.  In  this 
i'«\s|>«><«t  I  am  moro  favored  than  you  ;  luit  I  know  yon 
will  only  oonsi<ler  it  as  an  ot'ousion  for  a  .song  of  more 
«'xalt«»<i  prai.sc":  to  which  thf  whole  asscmhiy  res- 
|>ondi'<l.  "  Amen  !  Hallehijali !  How  great  and  mar- 
vclloua  are  thy  works.  O  liord  (1(m1  Almighty  !  How 
just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  ()  King  of  Saints!" 

After  En^^h  hiul  sat  down,  Noah  arose,  and  re- 
raarke«l :  "  My  dear  hrethren.  you  will  reinemlier  I 
livwl  on  the  earth  when  the  tierce  anger  of  the  Lonl 
wa.s  kindled  against  the  swnis  of  men.  1  faithfully 
warned  them  of  juiigment  to  come  ;  hut  they  regarded 
me  not.  until  the  fl(v>d  came  and  swept  them  away.  I 
luid  my  family  wore  sjvved  in  the  ark.  We  l>eheld  the 
clouds  n)ll  up  the  sky.  the  rain  descend,  and  the  .scof- 
feiN  cha.M'd  fiian  hill  to  hill  hv  the  nmriiii:  sur-'e.  We 
heard  hi  h  jilmv  <•  tlie  storm  the  wail  of  the  dvin'',  and 
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th«'  rrv  oF  Ml.'  suppliant,  ojwn  ntito  us",  lnit  wfconhl 
Kraiit  iHni'lmisHiMii.  Surely,  I  thou^'ht.  if  the  w«»rl<l 
)»'  ever  pi'opl<'.|  H^'uin.  tin  history  of  this  awful  »'v»;nt, 
will  fh't.rr  iiifi;  from  «mi,  ami  cmusc  them  to  Ht4Ui«l  ir» 
);\v<'  of  their  j^'reai  <  'reatnr  .  Imt.,  alas!  how  s<Km  aft«'r 
the  tleluire  ,|ii|  mail  heeoiiie  roriupt,  ami  the  kiiow- 
leil^e  ami  Worship  of  (}(mI  nimost,  al»olishe<l.  Aft^-r  I 
ha<l  faithriilly  servcfl  my  ^"'iH-ration  He  Krouj^ht.  me 
to  this  j,'loriou.s  temph-.  that  I  mij^ht  worshi|'  Him  for 

ever." 

AssfMHi  as  NoAll  luirl  (lone  speakin;:.  AhhviiA.M  arose 
and  said:  "  The  Lord  called  me  from  the  land  of  Haran, 
frommykindreiland  my  father's  house. and  made  a  cov- 
enant with  me.  .saying',  '  In  thy  seed  all  th<-  nations  of 
the  earth  .shall  he  Messed.'  He  promised  me  the  lard  of 
Canaan  for  an  inheritanco,  and  told  lu"  to  ari.se  and 
take  possession.  I  ol.eyed.  thous,'})  I  knew  not  where 
I  was  jL,'<>in*f.  yet  I  coinmitti'd  myself  to  the  Lord,  and 
contided  in  him  to  ^uide  me.  In  my  journey  I  ha<l 
many  enemies  to  encounter,  hut  the  Lord  was  my 
shield  of  tlefence.  H<'  compa.s.sed  me  with  his  mercy, 
and  renewed  His  promises  for  my  encouragement.  1 
rememher  the  time  when  the  angel  of  the  Lfird  told 
me  that  Sarah  shouhl  have  a  son.  She,  not  consider- 
ing the  divine  power,  laughed  :  hut  I  staggered  not  at 
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the  pnmiiw.  for  I  kiu«w  tlmt  iiMtliin-^  was  iiii|N>ssil>l<- 
with  ihxl     At  h'tigth  th«'  proiiiis.-  wns  t'tilfillcl,  Sarah 
bnaiglit  forth  a  son,  ami  we  c«.II»'«l  him  Iwaj-.      He  was 
the  uiu'xp«'t!tt'<l  oHh|    ing  of  our  old  a^'r,  aixl  tho  Joy 
of  our  heartH.     But  no  Hoonor  did  I  h«'^nn  to  walk  hv 
sij^'ht,  than  the  Lord  was  ph>a.s(>d  to  try  my  faith  t<t 
th«'  utnutst.     Th«'  word  of  the   Ijonl  wuno  unto  mo. 
s»iyiii^:  '  Abraham,  take  now  thy  son.  thine  only  son 
Isiuic,  whom  thou  l<»vest,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of 
Xloriah.  and  offer  him  there  for  a  Iturnt-oHering  up»n 
one  of  the  mounttvins  of  which  1  will  tell  thee.'      (In- 
holy  thoughts  m\mi  in  my  mind,  hut  faith  silenced 
them  all.     Faith  wiid :  'Well,  if  this  he  the  child  of 
promise,  and  the  Ijonl  requires  his  <leath.  the  pronii.se 
shall  l»e  fulfilled,  for  He  caji  raise  him  fi*om  the  dead, 
or  give  me  another  Isiuic  who  shall  l>e  the  father  of 
many  nations.     I   will  therefore  resign  him  into  the 
hands  of  Gtxl.  who  will  not  sufTer  his  faithfulness  to 
fail.'     So  I  t<K>k  the  lad  to  the  mountain,  and  marie 
everything  rejuiy   to  execute   the  divine   comrnaiul : 
when,  to  my  grent  surpri.se,  my  hand,  as  it  was  being 
raised  to  shed  the  blocxl  of  my  only-begotten  son,  was 
arrested  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying, '  Lay  not  thine 
hand  upon  the  lad,  neither  do  thou  anything  unto  him." 
I  can  assure  you  my  heart  leaped  for  joy  when  my 
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Imiv's  lif«'  w»us  un*'X])<H-t<'<ily  H|)an-«i,  ami  tin-  proniis)' 
ti^^iiin  I'l'iifwt'il  to  III*-  and  my  s«-t'il.  No  <l(>ul)t  you 
have  oftt'ii  n^jul  tliis  iiKtiiioralilr  •ivcrit  in  my  hist^iry 
and  it  h»us  \hh^u  .in  iiicontivt;  to  you  to  trust  more  in 
(J(m|.  Moreover,  1  had  otlier  t('m{)t»iti«)n.s  UfHid*-  these. 
When  I  went  into  the  hind  of  (7an>uin.  [  found  it  in- 
hahittMl  hy  a  people  wJio  were  enemies  to  (i<xl,  and 
they  uount«Ml  me  as  an  alien,  for  they  kn<!W  not  that 
He  htui  made  me  heir  to  all  the  land.  Well,  I  lived 
among  them  an  in  a  strange  country,  dwelling  in  t*ih- 
ernacles  with  Iwiac  and  Jacoh,  the  heii-s  with  me  of 
the  sjune  promise.  1  did  this  hy  faith,  which  is  th^ 
evidence  of  things  not  seen  :  I  looked  for  a  city  which 
hath  foundations.  This  was  the  victory  that  enahle(| 
me  to  overcome  the  world,  «^ven  my  faith,  which  was 
Hx«'d  on  the  things  that  an;  eternal." 

After  Abraham  had  resumed  his  .s«;at,  a  person  of 
gcKHJly  appe^irance  -ukkI  up,  and  spoke  as  follows;  '•  1 
am  Jacob,  who  dwelt  in  th<(  lan«l  of  ( 'anaan,  and  luul 
twelve  .sons,  two  of  whom  wer<;  the  idols  of  my  heart, 
but  Joseph  was  the  chief  object  of  my  affection.  Thi>« 
excite<l  the  hatre<i  of  my  other  children,  and  they  con- 
spired to  take  away  his  life,  hut  the  Lord  presei-vcd 
him.  He  put  it  int*)  their  hearts  to  .sell  him  to  a  IkxhiI 
of  Ishmaelites,  who  were  going  down  into  Kgypt.  iiii<  1 
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iIkv  IimI  lilt' i«)Hup{N»H<>  that  II  will]  iM'iist  hml  <lrviiiir«><i 
liiiii.aiKi  I  iii(>uni«Ml  for  .liisi'pli  us  tlioiioli  Iw  w  n-  imt. 
A  litth'  whil*'  afUT  thori'  anw«'  a  faiiiiin-  in  iUv  lantl  «»t* 
( 'aiuwiii.  and  w«  ooultl  p't  no  Im-atl.  Ilcariii;;  that 
thi'rv  was  ooni  in  filjfj^'t.  I  sent  my  sons  t.liitlii>r  U^ 
l>iiy  for  tiK  On  thi'ir  arrival  they  wt-n-  iiitrodiici'd  to 
tho  jjovonior.  whos|)<>ki'  roiijjhly  to  tlu'in.nml  fiii|uin'(l 
aUuit  tlu'ir  fathrr  and  family,  and  acnisrd  them  of 
Ix'iii^  spies.  Hf  junkotl  tluMii  if  tlu*y  liiid  not  anotliiT 
ItrotluT,  aiid  thoy  answered  him  in  the  nlHrmative. 
With  the  assuuiptit>n  of  proving'  whether  they  were 
true  men,  the  lord  of  the  land  insist«>d  on  seeinj;  him, 
so  he  detain-  '  Simeon,  and  sent  .lome  the  re.st,  s*iyinj^' : 
'  You  shall  Si.  aiv  face  nc<  more  unle.ss  von  hrinj;  voui 
other  brother.'  They  came  and  told  me  what  lie  had 
sail!,  and  it  tilled  my  heart  with  sorn>w.  and  I  »'X- 
claime«l :  'Joseph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and  if 
Benjamin  be  taken  away,  they  will  brinj;  my  jjrey 
hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.'  Little  did  I  think 
what  (itxi  wjis  doinj;  for  me !  But,  t<i  be  brief,  as  the 
famine  was  sore  in  the  laiid,  and  beiii^'  in  want  of  pn>- 
visions,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  let  Benjamin  {^o. 
They  ajjain  returned  to  Eg\T)t  and  sttKxl  befon^  the 
a  venior,  and  he  enquired  if  their  father  w«'re  still 
alive,  and  if  this  (pointing  to  Benjamin)  was  their 
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otlur  l.iothfi  ,  iiii.l   Mi..vr   »,,!,!    |,i,„   tjjrir  tWIi.-r  still 
IIvimI,  iiikI  (Ills   WHS  tlhir  l.i.ithtr  B.'rii»iiiiiii      •  N.,w 
KJiiil  lie,    I  kiii.w  tliiit  yr  Hie  tin«'  iiH-n,  ai.<l  net  Kjiii's.' 
Ami  lit'  uuuU'  thini  a  fnust.  ami  th«'y  <liii  tat  ami  <li  ink 
in   his  pnwrmr,   hut   B<njaniin   w»w  tn-atcl   with  th»> 
j<n'at«'.st  r.'M|Mct.     Th«'y   w.-n-  l<>a<h.<|   with  cum,  ami 
Htrai^'htwMy    t<K.k    tlnir    ticpartuir.   wh<n    niHxpfrf- 
•nlly  ii  nH'ssfUj,'*!-  ()v«!rt<M.k   them,  an<l  chaiyi-.l   th"in 
witli  str.ilin^r  tlir  ;;(.v.'nioi'.s  cuj).     Th»*y  all  <l.'rii(;«l  th»' 
chaix"',  not  knowiiij,'  that  Ik-  had  onli-ml  it  Ut  \h:  put 
ill   Btniaiiiin's  siuk.     Thn  ni.'SH«'ntri'r  t4)l(l  th«!ni  that 
In-  nnist  sciiich,  and  tliat  the  man  in   wliose  sack  it 
was   iiiuiid  would   lif  detained  a  priwiniT.      In  searcli- 
iiij,'.  tlx-  cuj)  was  found  in  Bcnjaniiji's  wick.     They  iv- 
turiu'd  and  wcit-  hrou^dit  iMfon-  the  ^«)V('rn()r.     .Iud»di 
stepped  forward  t<t  plead   for  hjs  l.rother,  offering  t.. 
stay   in  Ids  plaee  ;    hut   for  Benjamin   t^.  n-main,  h. 
eould  never  consent.      He  .said  :  '  He  is  tlie  chief  joy  ol 
Tiiy  father's  lieart,  and   if  lie   return   not,  my  fatliei- 
will  die.'     TJie  <rovenior  was  i,'reatly  affected,  he  could 
no  lonjrer  repre.ss  his  feelings,  and  hursting  into  t<-ars. 
he  exclaimed  :  '  I  am  Jo,seph,  your  hrother,  whom  y,- 
sold  into  Egypt';  an.l  ki.ssed  them  all,  and  fell  on  B<ii- 
Jamin's  neck,  and  wept  aloud.     What  a  crowd  of  hap- 
py,and  hitter  ussociiitions.  weic  hrought  t«)  their  Uiiuds; 
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'Now,  ln'  <'«)ntinu«'<l.  '  U-  not  ji,'n<'Vi'i|,  imr  »uij;rv  with 
yourw^IveH,  that  y«' sold  nu-.  for  (!.m|  sc-it  in*-  U'Jore 
yon  to  pri'JW'rvr  your  livt-s.  ntnl  H<'  htis  niml**  !iu«  nil»*r 
Mvrr  hII  th«*  hind  of  K^ypt :  thiTcforc  now  nuvkc  lumt*' 
■  ml  ^o  to  my  frtth«*r,  and  t«'ll  him  of  nil  my  jjh>ry  in 
Kjxypt,  and  hrinjj  him  hithi'i*.  for  I  will  ^ivr  you 
till"  j^ixmJ  of  th«'  laml.'  VVhrii  tlu-y  r«'turn«'d,  th»'y 
^•n'u]  '  KatluM-.  what  do  y<»u  think  ''  '  Why.  I  won- 
dered that  vou  staved  so  Iom-':  I  huve  lieen  sorelv 
irrieved,  fearing  some  evil  had  Ix-fnllen  you.'  '  Well, 
l»nt  father,  we  have  V)ii)uj;ht  y  ai  an  invitation  from 
the  ^vernor  to  p>  down  int-o  Kgypt'  '  How  can 
1  jfo  i^'  'Well,  you  nnist  jjo,  and  see  .lo.seph,  for  he  is 
yet  alive,  and  sits  upon  the  thntne  of  I'hanioh,  and  is 
•governor  of  all  the  land.  Lift  up  your  ey»'s  and  l»e- 
liold,  yonch'r  are  tlie  waj;j;ojis  coniinj;  for  yoii.  It  is 
no  idle  tale  ;  Joseph  has  sent  them,  and  you  must  go 
down  and  se»>  him.'  I  eried,  '  It  is  en<ai}ifh,  Lonl ;  I 
will  go  down  and  see  him  hefore  F  di'  .'  So  I  went 
down  into  Fl^ypt.  cud  O!  how  astoni.shed  1  was  t<">  see 
the  glorA'  of  my  son.  How  I  eluded  myself  that  I 
should  ever  .say.  All  these  thin;;s  are  ayfain.st  me!' 
Blessed  be  th«'  Lonl  (Jod  of  Lsra'el,  '  Tlum^li  clouds 
iiu«l  darkne.ss  are  roinid  aUait  Him.  yet  rifrhteitusness 
and  judgment  are  the  hiiiiitation  of  His  throne,  yea. 
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inrrrv  hikI  tnitli  ifo  \irfnrr  His  fnfiv  How  miMfdirli- 
.ihlt-aiM'  His  jui|j,'UK'iit.s,  mill  Hi>  \vay>  hit  piiMt  timliii;; 
out  ! 

At'ttT  tliis  I  l)<>li*-|i|  iiiKitlu'i'  [M'i-s<iii  riM4'  t'loin  Ihr 
iiiiilst  nf  tlh!  fiiraptui'i'il  thriiii<;.  wlm  sitid  :  "  I  whs 
Ixini  ill  tilt'  IhikI  «»f  Kj^ypt,  wIh-ii  tin-  |MKst<Tity  of  \h- 
r>u'\  Whs  in  thi'  iiio.st  opprt-Hsetl  ,iw\  atflict<'<i  sUtr  ; 
J"oi-  tlicn'  aros«'  aiiotli«>r  kiii>(  who  whs  an  cih'Iiiv  to 
tlic  cliiliin-n  of  Israel,  and  fearin;^  tl>«'\'  xhouM  Imtohm' 
|M»w»'rful,  litM>nl*'rt'il  the  niidwivfs  t<.  dtstroy  all  thf 
uialf  cliildrrn  as  simhi  as  tlu-y  wm-  Imhii.  At  tluit 
time  I  was  Imh-h  ;  ami,  st-fiii;;  i  whs  a  propir  cliiltl, 
my  niotlit'i* s«iii;^lit  to  prrsfi\c  my  life.  Sin-  iiimiI''  iiif 
nil  ark  of  liitlrusliiis  and  laid  iiif  in  it  liy  the  river  side 
Hiid  ap|)oint«>d  my  sisti-r  to  watch  over  im-.  Tin-  Loril 
caiiMi'd  till'  kiiif^'s  daiight<'r  to  p»i.ss  that  way,  and  prr- 
c«!iving  the  ark  of  liulnisht-s  sin-  sent  her  maid  to 
f«'tc'h  it,  and  when  she  opened  it  she  said,  '  It  is  one  of 
the  Hehrew  children,  hroujrht  here,  no  doiiht,  t<i  e,s- 
cape  the  decri'e  of  my  father."  As  simhi  »is  sin;  s*iw 
me  she  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  said,  '  P(K)r 
chihl  !  I  wish  I  could  contrive  some  methiNi  st-cretly 
to  preser\e  thee.'  My  sister  hearing  what  she  s*iid. 
ran  to  her  and  asked  it  she  should  call  ont'  of  the 
Hebrew  womeu  to  tak«  care  t»f  lue,  .uid  she  s»iid,  '(Jo." 
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So  she  ran   and   toM   my    mother,  ami  brought  her 
back   with   her,  and    the   pi-iucess   said  :  '  Tako   this 
child,  and  nui-sf  it  for  me,  and  I  will  givt;  thee  what- 
soever thou  desirest.'     My  mother  consented,  and  I 
was  by  order  <;t'  Phai-aoh's  daughter  spared.    As  I  grew 
up  T  was  taken  to  court,  and  beheld  the  glory  of  the 
king's  house,  and  was Ott'en-d  the  possession  of  it  all 
but  I  looked  upon  those  things  with  contempt,  '  cluKts- 
ing  rather  to  suffer  atfliction  with  the  people  of  G<k1 
than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season,'  for  I 
had  respect  to  the  recompense  of  the  reward,  beino- 
persuaded  that  it  infinitely  exceeded  all  which   the 
earth  could  aftbrd.     What  was  the  land  of  EirM)t  to 
this  inheritance — the  throne  of  Pharaoh  to  this  whicli 
I  now  occupy  !     What  was  that  cori-uptible  crovvii, 
when  compared  to  this  incorniptible  diadem  !     What 
are  the  pleasures  of  sin  compared  to  this  felicity !" 
Blessed  be  the  GcmI  of  all  t)ur  mercies,  who  raised  our 
affections  to  things  aVx)ve,  and  has  brought  us  into  the 
possession  of  them.     After  I  had  foi-saken  the  world 
and  cast  in  my  lot  with  the  people  of  God,  He  ap- 
pointed  me   to   be   the   deliverer   of   His   oppressed 
people,   and    their    conductor    through   the    wilder- 
ness to  Canaan.     It  was  with  great  diffidence  I  en- 
tered   on    my    work,    but    the    promise    of    divine 
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assistance  supporte<i  me.  In  c()iise<iuenee  of  many 
dreadful  plagues  brought  on  the  land  of  Egypt,  Pha- 
raoh consented  to  let  the  people  go  ;  but  still  the 
tyrant  could  not  rest.  He  rose  indignant  from  his 
throne,  and  with  a  mighty  host  followed  us  to  the 
Red  Sea,  intending  to  carry  us  back  again  into  sla- 
very. We  were  compassed  about  on  every  side,  and 
saw  no  way  of  escape,  but  the  Lord  piled  up  (jn  heaps 
the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  made  the  bed  thereof  a 
highway  for  His  people.  The  king  and  his  host  still 
pui-sued  us,  saying:  'I  will  pursue,  I  will  overtake, 
and  I  will  utterly  destn)y  them' ;  but  He  that  sitteth 
on  the  circle  of  the  heavens  had  him  in  derision ;  He 
brought  a  strong  east  wind  and  united  the  divided 
sea, and  they  perished.  As  Me  stood  on  the  shore  and 
saw  their  bodies,  clad  in  the  gaib  of  battle,  cast  upon 
the  beach,  we  sung  the  song  of  deliverance.  Jehovah 
appeared  to  us  in  Mount  Sinai,  and  gave  us  a  law, 
saying:  'I  tun  tht-  Lord  your  Go«l,  who  brought  you 
out  of  the  laud  of  Egypt  and  out  of  the  house  of 
l)ondage.  Thou  shalt  have  none  other  gods  but  nir' 
We  listened  to  His  voice,  and  said  :  '  All  that  the  Lord 
commands  we  will  do.'  But  ah  !  how  soon  did  we 
forget  our  obligation  and  our  pi-omise,  and  murmur 
against  Him;  yet  in  all  our  wanderings  in  the  wil- 
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(leniess,  Hi-  in  ii  miraculous  manner  protected  us. 
By  (lay  Hi-  went  Itcfoiv  us  in  a  cloud  like  unto  a  pil- 
lar, aiifl  when  night  lamc  on,  the  cloud  was  trans- 
formcfl  into  a  column  of  tiic.  He  also  miraculously 
supplied  us  with  provisions.  He  sent  us  bread  from 
heaven,  and  caused  it  to  fill  around  our  tents;  vet 
the  piMiph-  murnmred,  saying:  cannot  He  give  us 
liesh  to  eat  >'  The  Lord  was  indignant  at  their  con- 
duct, an<l  His  wrath  worked  furiously  against  them. 
I  made  their  ca  known  unto  Him,  and  He  sent  them 
i|uails  to  eat,  hut  it  was  in  judgment;  for  while  the 
meat  was  in  their  mouths  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon 
them,  and  slew  the  strongest  of  them,  even  the  chosen 
men  of  Israel  ;  hut  notwithstanding  all  that  He  did 
In^fore  our  eyes,  the  people  were  still  disobedient  and 
impatient.  They  complained  at  Meribah  for  the  want 
of  water;  and  lu-hold  the  Lord  brought  forth  water 
out  of  the  rock,  and  the  streaiu  thereof  followed  them 
throi^rh  all  their  wanderings  in  the  wilderness.  Such 
striking  pnn.fs  <li(l  He  give  of  His  power  and  mercy, 
yet  they  believed  not  for  all  His  wondrous  works. 
He  then  swore  in  His  wrath  that  they  should  not 
enter  into  the  promised  land, and  He  skw  them  as  an 
example  to  all  succeeding  generations,  that  they  might 
take  heed  of  a  heart  of  unbelief.     Such  was  the  cha- 
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racter  of  tho  pooplc  I  h»i«l  U*  li'iul  thnm^'h  the  wilder- 
ness— a  poop!*!  who  trit'tl  me  to  the  utmost,  and  pro- 
voked me  to  spc.-ik  unadvisedly  with  my  lips,  for 
which  the  Lord  was  angiy,  anil  t'orlwide  my  entrance 
into  the  land  of  (/aua<in.  The  «lays  of  my  pilgrimage 
were  cut  short,  and  I  was  sunmioned  to  the  top  of 
Pisgah,  wlieie  I  had  a  most  enchanting  view  of  the 
land  of  i)romis(',  and  died  on  the  summit  of  that  bleak 
mountain.  There  I  exchanged  mortality  f<jr  immor- 
tality. »iscended  to  these  heavenly  hills,  and  cheerfully 
resigned  the  earthly  ('anjian  for  a  In-tter  and  more 
enduring  iidicritance.  To  Him  that  sitUch  upon  the 
thnMie  I  would  Ji.scril>e  the  glorv." 

After  Moses  had  taken  his  seat  there;  was  a  brief 
silence,  each  saint  being  Hlled  with  holy  admiration  of 
the  ways  of  Providence,  and  the  method  of  divine 
grace.  Then  aro,se  a  pei-son  of  imposing  appearance. 
He  came  from  the  land  of  Uz,  and  was  a  most  eminent 
man  in  his  day,  so  that  there  w.is  none  like  him  in  all 
the  earth.  Addressing  the  a.s.senibly,  he  said  :  "  Atflic- 
tit)ns  were  my  lot  while  on  earth,  but  the  days  of  my 
mourning  are  en<led.  Once  I  cursed  the  day  of  my 
birth,  but  now  I  bless  Go<l  that  I  had  a  lieing.  Many 
and  grievous  were  uiy  trials,  but  I  b  )ie  them  with 
great  patience,  till  through  the  false  accusationa  of 
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those  who  should  have  V)een  my  friends,  in}'  soul  was 
grieved  to  the  utmo.st  and  my  resentment  kindled. 
The  total  Vtereavement  of  iii_,  children,  and  the  loss  of 
all  my  earthly  substance,  with  heavy  affliction  of  body, 
overwhelmed  my  s})irits.     My  friends,  hearing  of  my 
condition,  came  to  Ciuufort  me;  but  miserable  com- 
forters they  \>ere.     When  they  saw  my  heavy  afflic- 
tions, they  concluded  that  they  had  come  upon  me  as  a 
judgment  from  Clod  for  my  sins,  and  they  heaped 
Upon  me  reproaclu'S,  and  added  to  my  affliction,  not 
knowintr  that  I  was  delivered  for  a  time  into  the 
hands  of  Satan  to  prove  my  sincerity  towards  God, 
,;ud  to  silence  and  to  put  to  shame  the  false  accuser 
{•f  the  brethren,  as  well  as  to  show  to  all  that  came 
after  me  the  blessedness  of  the  man  that  endureth 
temptation.     And  no  doubt  tb.e  history  of  my  trials 
was  of  use  to  you  on  your  pilgrimage !" 

"  Yes,  brother,"  responded  Jeremiah,  "  the  account 
we  read  of  thee  excited  our  pity,  and  indignation  at 
thy  miserable  comforters.  It  made  us  more  acquainted 
with  the  malice  of  Satan  and  the  mysterious  ways  of 
Providence,  and  we  saw  the  tender  mere}'  of  our  God  ; 
for  after  the  Lord  had  permitted  thy  faith  and  patience 
to  be  tried,  He  made  thy  latter  end  greater  than  thy 
beginning,  so  that  we  were  encouraged  to  exercise 
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patience  under  all  our  trials,  and  to  live  in  hope. " 
"Then,"  said  Job,  "let  us  a<l<»re  the  Ix>rd  wlio  luin^- 
eth  jro«)d  out  of  evil,  and  niaketh  the  afflictions  of  His 
people  sul (.servient  to  His  own  glory."  The  heavenly 
multitude  then  arose  and  sang  : 

"  tireat  (lod  of  Providence,  Thy  ways 
Are  hid  from  mortal  sight, 
Wrapt  in  impenetrable  shade, 
Or  clothed  with  dazzling  light ; 

But  in  this  world  of  love, 

Where  we  now  live  and  reign. 
These  mysteries  are  all  removed  : 

Nor  does  a  doubt  remain. 

The  Sun  of  Righteousness  does  here 

His  brightest  beams  display. 
Nor  shall  a  hovering  cloud  obscure 

This  never-ending  day." 

After  this,  David,  the  poet  King  of  Israel,  took  up 
his  harp,  and  sang  the  following  psjiliu  :  "  I  will  bless 
the  Lord  at  all  times ;  His  praise  shall  continually  be 
in  my  mouth.  Come,  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and 
let  us  exalt  His  name  together.  We  will  not  forget 
His  beneilts,  for  He  hath  foi^iven  all  our  iniquities, 
and  healed  all  our  diseases ;  He  hath  followed  us  with 
mercy  and  goodness  all  the  days  of  our  lives ;  in  the 
valley  and  the  shadow  of  death  He  was  with  us,  and 
now  He  hath  brought  us  to  his  heavenly  kingdom, 
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And  \\r  shall  dwell  in  his  Inmsc  for  cxci-."  Tlioii  lay- 
inj?  aside  liis  limp,  he  sjrd  :  "I  found  hiinmn  life  a 
ehouuered  scene.  At  times  I  \vius  stron<r  in  faith  :  at 
other  times  depresstMJ  with  fenr,  ci-y:;i<,',  'U  Lord,  de- 
liver mv  soul !'  then  (»n  the  Mount  of  Assurance  sinir- 
inj,'  the  Son«j  of  Salvation,  'Blessed  1k^  Thou,  O  God 
of  Isiael,  for  hi'inging  Thy  unwoi-thy  servant  to  these 
X'ealnis  of  peace.' " 

Alter  David  sat  down,  Elijah  the  Tishbitc  arose 
nnd  Slid:  "  Most  of  you  are  dotihtie.ss  familiar  with 
my  history.  I  was  willed  to  the  prophetic  office  at  a 
most  critical  epoch  f)f  the  Jewish  Church.  The  King 
of  Israel  and  the  people  had  forsaken  Uie  only  true 
^nd  living  (J<mI,  and  had  gone  after  Bjial.  The  Lord 
M-nt  me  to  warn  Ahah.  I  confronted  the  hauirhtv 
i;:o!iiirch  in  liis  palace,  and  thundere<l  in  Ids  ears  this 
terrilile  malediction  :  'As  the  Lord  G«mI  of  Lsmel  liv- 
eth,  there  shall  not  Im  dew  nor  rain  for  years  on  the 
land  of  Israel.'  While  the  curse  was  rin<n"n<r  thi-ou'di 
the  rt)yal  apartment,  I  departed.  And  the  ^\  v  rd  of 
the  Lonl  came  unto  nie,  saying:  '  Get  thee  he.ice,  aTid 
turn  thee  eastward,  and  hide  thyself  >»y  the  brook 
Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan.'  I  fled  in  haste  from 
the  infuriated  monarch,  whose  wri;th  was  kiniiled 
against  me.     So  I  went  and  dwelt  by  the  brook  Che- 
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rith.  In  that  untrodden  wildemfss  I  remaint'd  for  a 
whole  y»'ar,  and  the  ravens  br<mj,dit  inc  f<MMl.  And 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying:  '  Arise, 
get  thee  to  Zarephath,  which  K'longeth  to  Zidon.  and 
dwell  there:  behold,  I  have  commanded  a  widow  wo- 
man th»'re  to  sustain  thee.'  So  I  arose  and  went  to 
Zarephath.  And  when  I  came  to  the  gate  of  the  city, 
behold  the  widow  was  there,  gathering  sticks:  and  I 
called  to  her,  and  said  :  '  Fetch  me,  I  pmy  thee,  a  little 
water  in  a  vessel,  that  I  may  drink.'  And  as  she  was 
going  to  fetch  it,  I  called  to  her,  and  said :  '  Bring  me, 
I  pmy  thee,  a  moi-sel  of  bread  in  thine  hand.'  And 
she  said :  '  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  I  have  not  a 
cake,  but  a  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil 
in  a  cruse :  and,  l)ehold,  I  am  gathering  two  sticks 
that  I  may  go  in  and  dress  it  for  me  and  my  son,  tha^ 
we  may  eat  and  die.'  And  I  said  unto  her:  'Fear 
not,  go  and  do  a.s  thou  hast  said,  but  make  me  thereof 
a  little  cake  first,  and  bring  it  unto  me,  and  after  make 
for  thee  an<l  thy  s<in.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  Go<l 
of  Israel :  '  The  baiTel  of  meal  shall  not  waste,  neither 
shall  the  eiuse  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day  the  Lord  seud- 
eth  rain  upon  the  earth.'  And  she  went  and  did  as  I 
told  her,  and  we  did  eat  many  days,  for  the  barrel  of 
meal  wasted  not,  neither  did  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  ac- 
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cortling  to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  And  it  eanie  to  pass 
after  these  things  that  the  widow's  son  wns  tnken  sick, 
and  he  died  ;  and  the  woman  came  vnito  nie  and  said  : 
'What  have  I  done  unto  thee,  ()  thou  mnn  of  G«m1  ? 
Art  tliou  conn;  unto  me  to  call  my  sin  to  remembrance, 
and  to  sIhv  u  •  son?*  And  I  said  unto  her:  'Give 
me  thy  s«)n  ! "  And  I  took  him  out  of  her  liosora  and 
canie<l  him  into  the  chamber,  and  laid  him  uptm  his 
own  lied.  And  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  and  said:  'O 
Lord  my  Gcxl,  hast  thou  also  brought  evil  upon  the 
widow  with  whom  I  sojourn,  by  slaying  her  son  ?' 
And  I  stretched  myself  upon  the  child  three  times, 
and  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said  :  '  0  Lord  my  God, 
I  pray  thee  let  this  child's  soul  come  unto  him  again.' 
And  the  Lord  heard  my  voice,  and  tlie  child  breathed, 
and  I  delivered  him  unto  his  mother,  saying:  'See, 
thy  son  liveth  ; '  and  the  woman  said  unto  me : '  Now 
by  this  I  know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth.'  " 

"  And  it  came  to  pass  after  many  days  that  the 
word  of  the  L<^)rd  came  unto  me  in  the  third  year, 
saying  :  '  Go,  show  thyself  unto  Ahab,  and  I  will  send 
rain  upon  the  earth.'  And  I  went  and  sliowed  myself 
unto  the  King  :  and  there  was  sore  famine  in  the  land. 
And  Ahab  called  Obadiah,  the  governor  of  his  houst^ 
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Mid  said  unto  him  :  *  (Jo  into  the  IhihI,  unt«»  all  foun- 
tains of  wat«'r,  and  unto  all  hnnjks  :  pemdventure  we 
may  find  gi-ass  to  save  the  horses  and  mules  alive, 
that  we  lose  not  the  Vteatits.'  S<»  they  divided  the 
land  between  them  to  pass  thitnigh  it.  AhaVt  went 
one  way  by  himself,  and  Oliadinh  went  another  way 
by  himself.  And  as  (^Viadiah  was  in  the  way  I  met 
hini.  and  he  fell  on  his  face,  an«l  said  :  '  Art  thou  my 
lord  Elijah  V  And  I  .said  unto  him  :  '  I  am  ;  go  tell 
thy  lord,  Vw'hold  Elijah  is  here.'  So  Olwidiah  went  tf) 
meet  Aha>>,  and  told  him  :  and  Ahab  came  to  meet  me. 
And  it  came  to  paas  when  he  saw  me,  he  .said  :  '  Art 
thou  he  that  troubleth  Israel  ? '  And  I  answered  :  '  I 
have  not  trouV>le«l  Israel ;  but  thou  and  thy  father's 
house,  in  that  ye  have  f«»r8aken  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  ha.st  followed  Baalim.  Now,  therefore, 
send  and  gather  me  all  Israel  unto  Mount  Carmel.and 
the  prophets  of  Brnil  four  hundred  a-  ^  -.nd  the 
prophets  of  the  groves  four  hundred,  ^vhich  sit  at 
Jezebel's  tabU'.'  »So  AhaV)  assembled  the  oeople  on  the 
top  of  Cannel.  There  I  8too<i  the  sole  rtt)re.sentativ«' 
of  God's  truth,  in  the  midst  of  a  rebellious  people,  and 
their  unhallowe<l  priesthooti.  Behind  us  were  the 
beautiful  plains  of  Palestine,  and  far  away,  fringing 
the  horizon,  were  the  snow-capped  heights  of  Lebanon. 
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HhIow  us  lav  tin-  lihu-  Mfditermnmn,  whoH.-  r»'Mtleas 
\vuti'r.s  .liHHpiX'rtnMl  in  the  HistHMc.-.  whiK-  tlu'  deep 
s«.leimi  inurimirof  tli»«  sea  r(m>  hijjii  «1h»vh  the  hum  of 
the  iiniltitn«l»*.  I  then  aiMresst'd  the  p«H)ple  an  fol- 
lows:  'How  loii^r  halt  ye  U'tweeii  two  opinions;  if 
the  Lonl  Im-  (J«m1.  follow  him,  hut  if  B»uil,  then  follow 
him.'  I  pause^l  and  st^Mwl  for  a  few  >ninutes,  pi/injr 
on  the  thousamls  In-fore  nie.  I  then  nuvle  the  f<»llow- 
ing  proposal,  which  should  forever  settle  who  was  the 
tnie  (Um\.  I  said  :  '  T  am  the  only  pmphet  of  th< 
Lord  left,  while  there  are  four  hun.lred  «nd  fifty  of 
Baal ;  let  them  now  take  two  hulhwks  and  cut  one  in 
piece's,  and  lay  it  on  wood,  without  fire,  and  I  will 
di-ess  the  other  hullock,  and  lay  it  on  m'«hm1  and  put  n.» 
tire  under,  and  they  shall  call  on  their  go«l,  and  I  will 
call  on  the  Lord,  and  that  (Jorl  that  answereth  l.y  fir.' 
let  him  be  God.'  '  Tt  is  well  .ipoken.'  murmured  th  > 
multitude.  The  prophets  of  Bfvil  ctit  their  huIl.K'k 
pieces,  and  laid  it  on  the  W(mm\  und"r  the  open  s ' 
and  began  t4»  pray.  All  m  is  silent  expectjition  and 
breathless  anxiety,  as  the  strange  scene  commenced. 
The  sun  ha«l  just  risen  over  the  Holy  I^md,  HfMKiinjr 
Mount  Oannel  with  his  golden  beams,  as  the  prophets 
of  Baal  knelt  in  one  dense  nass  around  the  altjvr,  and 
began  their  supplications.     At  first  with  deep  solem- 


WITHIM  Till    PRARLY   OATM. 


01 


nity  anil  fervj^ncy,  ns  )h'chiii«'  tlu*  <lij;nity  df  tlif  occa- 
sion, tlu-y  bt'Moujflit  Bmil,  for  liis  lionor,  an<l  for  the 
sak«'  of  his  followers,  to  lu-ar  tlieni,  and  st-nd  down 
fire,  and  for  »'v«'r  sih-nr***  tin-  ton<,'u«'  of  tli's  ht»stilf 
proph»'t ;  hut  nt)  tin*  canic.  Thus  th«'y  prayed  till 
n<x)n,  while  tln'  people  l(K>ked  <»n.  At  hnjfth  frenzy 
t<M)k  the  plm-e  of  supplication,  and  it  w»is  on«'  wild 
shoiit  ni-ound  the  hulliM-k,  hh  it  lay  smoking  in  the 
mid-day  sun.  Till  now  I  had  stinwl  ap:vrt  «|uietly  sur- 
veying the  scene,  hut  iis  the  excited  throng  ln'gan 
their  mad  outcry  and  frantic  gestures,  crying:  '  O, 
Ba»il,  hejir  us,'  I  lit'came  impatient,  and  heaped  upo.. 
them  a  torrent  of  scorn.  I  told  them  to  cry  louder, 
as  their  g«Ml  might  he  husy  talking,  and  could  not 
atteiul  to  them  inunediately,  or  he  might  be  pursuing 
a  foe,  or  j>erhaps  on  a  journey,  (»r  asleep.  These  in- 
vectives only  increased  ♦l'..i|.  frenzy,  and  they  leapeil 
upon  the  altar  flinging  their  arms  aloft,  crying  out 
still  more  frantically.  '  (),  Rmil,  hear  us.'  They  cut 
themselves  with  knives  and  lancets,  till  the  blood 
streamed  over  the  hulliH-k,  and  shouted  till  Mount 
Camiel  rang  with  their  turbulent  cries  and  became  a 
scene  of  indescriVmble  confusion  ;  Itut  .still  the  heavens 
were  silent  and  serene  as  ever;  no  voice  ans-.ven  d 
them  ;  nu  tire  came  down.     At  length  the  peojde  be- 
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gan  til  tiro  of  this  ■  \.iting  ami  um4*1«>sm  sci'ih-,  hixI  iho 
pn)phots  tlu'in  '  I  .tavi-  up  in  ili-spair.  Tlifii  oaiiir 
nay  turn.  '1  •  ■  ik  mi  HttMtping  t^iwanl^  tin*  m*h,  aiitl 
the  tiiiu!  of  t  .•  1  \.  MJ!',;  wirritirt'  iippnMU'hfti.  Stand- 
ing up,  I  ctillt  '■  U  tpli>  to  )iii\  hikI,  iiM  they  cluH- 
tered  anmnd,  t  iipfi.iM  tin-  |i.iitj-'u-i,f|i-ctiMl  altar  <>f  the 
lx>r«l,  and  plnci- 1  i|'.  ii  "  '■  .  .stun»'N  for  tin*  twt-lve 
tribes  uf  Ism.  t  ili.n  .,,»^  i  trt'nrh  jiround  it,  and 
having  placed  tu'  n-><  l  <'  >•  altar  and  the  bullock 
thereon,  I  told  .n  .spfci.it  i.s  to  jwtur  four  Uirr»'ls  of 
water  over  them,  and  they  iHd  so.  I  said  :  •l)<i  it  a 
second  time*;  and  they  did  it  thi- weond  and  the  thinl 
time,  till  the  trench  was  full.  I  thm  advanced  to- 
wards the  altar,  aiul  knelt  down  and  prayed  .  '  Lord 
God  of  Abraham,  Is»wvc.  and  Jacob,  let  it  be  known 
this  day  that  Thou  art  (kxl  in  Israel,  an<l  I  am  Thy 
servant,  and  that  I  have  <lone  all  these  things  at  Thy 
wor«I.  Hear  nie,  0  Lonl.  that  this  people  may  know 
that  Thou  art  the  Lord  G<n\,  -ind  tliat  Thon  hast  tiimed 
their  hi'arts  luick  ajjain.'  I  ceased  ;  and  k>'  front  the 
cloudlt'SH  sky  tiro  fell  like  lightninjj,  and  the  bullock 
smoked  amid  tlif  water  that  fliHMlcd  it,  and  a  swift 
vapour  rose  from  the  top  «)f  Carmel.and  all  was  oven 
There  lay  the  jushes  of  the  sacrifice,  and  then*  the  dry 
trenches.     For  a  moment  tlie  silence  of  the  grave  hung 
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over  ihiii  Holitniy  iiiuuntAin.  aw  th<^  astouiul'-il  nmlti- 
tu<l«'  hid  thi'ir  fm'<s  in  the  ciirtli  :  Init  tin*  m-xt  jiioniHnt 
Uh-H'  Rn>H«'  a  iiiiinniir,  HW«>lliii^  j^nuhially  louder  an«l 
loiiflt'r,  lik(!  th<'  r<wiriii<;  of  a  i<-iii|ifHt,  till,  diiiwiiin^ 
every  other  hoiukI,  it  rolled  j^lorioij.sly  towards  lieaven: 
'  Tlie  Lird,  He  is  (!im|.'  Twas  done,  truth  h»ul  trjum- 
phed.and  Israel  wns  s»i\fd.  Many  f»f  you  reiiienihi'j 
that  s<'ene."  "  Yes,  we  well  reiiieuilM>r  it,"  repliwi 
many  voices. 

"  I  coiiiinanded  the  prophotH  of  Baal  to  ho  »1ain.  I 
brf)U^ht  thein  d<»wn  to  the  hror)k  Kishon,  and  .slew 
tlieui  there.  I  then  walked  to  the  top  of  ('amiel.and 
there  amid  the  ruin  of  altars,  I  east  myself  down  upon 
the  earth  and  prayed  for  rain  ;  and  it  came  to  pass 
that  the  heavens  wen-  hiack  with  chmds,  and  Hw  msh- 
'?ijij  siMUid  of  a  storm  filled  the  air,  and  the  rain  fell 
upon  the  fields  of  Israel.  Then  AhaVt  went  to  Jezebel, 
and  when  he  told  her  what  had  happened  tf)  the  pr<)- 
phets  of  H»ial,  her  indiijnation  was  kindled  a«,'ain8t 
ine,  and  she  vowe<l  that  she  would  take  my  life.  So 
I  an>se  and  fled  into  the  wildeme.ss,  and  sat  under  ;i 
juniper  tree,  and  prayeil  for  d<'ath.  Weary  with  iii\ 
journey,  I  fell  asleep,  when  I  was  awoke  by  the  toue»i 
of  an  angel,  who  said  unto  me:  '  Arise  and  eat'  an-l  I 
looked,  aud  behold,  there  was  a  cuku  baking  uu  the 
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••(Mils,  anil  u  cruse  of  water  at  my  licad,  and  I  did  eat 
jiiid  drink  and  lay  \uo  down  a^rain.     And  the  an»el  of 
the  Lord  came  again  tlu- second  tinn-,  and  touched  nie, 
and  s»iid.  '  Arise  and  eat.  lieeause  the  journey  is  t(Mi 
great  for  thee."     And  I  jvro.se,  and  ilid  eat  and  drink, 
and  Wi'nt  in  tlu-  strength  of  that  meat  fortv  davs  and 
forty  nights   unto  Horeh,  the  M«)unt  of  (}(m1:  and  I 
came  thither  unto  a  cave  and  Itnlged  there:  ami  ns  I 
lay  stretched  on  the  iUmr  listening  to  the  heavy  phino-e 
of  precipices  in  the  gulf  heluw,  and  the  rendimr  of 
rocks,  and  the  grojining  of  tlu'  smitten  mountain  as  it 
swayed  and  staggered  Ix-iore  the  storm  and  the  earth- 
tpiake,  in  the  hill  I  heard  tlie  still  small  voice  of  God 
piussing  U'fore  me,  and  1  aro.se  and  wrapped  my  fjvce 
in  my  mantle  atid  went  out  and  sUmmI  at  the  entenm' 
in  of  the  cave,  and  there  came  a  voice  unto  me,  sjiv- 
ing  :  '  What  doest  th<»u  liere,  Elijah  ?'     And  I  said  :  '  I 
have  k»en   very  jealous   for  the  I^»r<l  CJo«l  of  htwta : 
l»ecause  the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  co\- 
enant,  thrown  d«)wn  thine  altai-s,  and  slain  thy  pro- 
phets with  the  sword,  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left,  and 
they  seek  my  life  to  tak»'  it  away.' 

"And  the  Lord  .said  mito  nu' :  '( lo.  return  on  thy 
way  to  the  wiMerness  of  ])am;;.seus,  and  when  thou 
coiuest,  anoint  Hazt.cl  t.  he  king  over  Syria;  and 


WITHIf  THK  PBARLT  OATKR. 


55 


..'i  I'lM  tl).'  soil  (.f  Ximshi,  slmlt  thou  anoint  tc.  be  king 
ov.r  Isia.  1  ;  nn.l  Elislm,  tli.-  son  of  Shaphal,  of  AWI- 
imlio!  ill.  sliiilt  tltoii  anoint  t<»  Ik.'  prophet  in  thy  room.' 
So  I  .;  uaitLMl  an<l  mine  unto  the  plains  of  Palestine. 
Tlic  sMimiM'r  win.l  was  j^ently  l.lowing,  the  fliHjks  an.l 
licnls  ■Aeiv  lazily  ivdininjf  in  the  shmle.  Klisha  was 
ploiiiiliiiii,^  with  twelve  yokr  of  oxen,  and  1  passed  by 
him  iv.mI  cast  my  mantle  upon  him,  and  he  left  the 
oxen  nn.l  ran  after  me  and  said  :  Let  nie,  I  pray  thee, 
kiss  my  father  an<l  my  mother,  and  then  1  will  follow 
thee';  and  I  .said;  CoUiek  agahi,  for  what  have  I 
done  to  th  •  •  .''  And  h<-  returned,  and  took  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  si(>w  them,  and  Unk-d  their  flesh  and  gave 
unto  th.-  people,  and  tlivy  did  eat.  Then  he  arose  and 
followed  me. 

"  Years  i-olled  away,  and  Ahab,  forgettin-,'  the  severe 
lessons  he  had  received,  fell  again  into  his  old  .sinful 
habits.  A  rich  man  had  a  tin«>  vineyar.1  near  bis 
{)alace,  which  he  wished  to  pui-chase,  but  the  own.  r 
would  not  sell  the  old  homestead  v/here  his  fatlier  b;,.; 
lived  and  where  he  himself  wa^j  kmi.  l':nrage.l  at 
the  refusal,  Jezeltel,  the  (|ueen,  caused  him  to  be  ..lain 
and  the  king  then  took  [MWisession  of  th.'  i)i(,|).  it. 

.         _  111 

As  he  was  walking  over  tin-  vineyar.l.  jilanning  the 
alterations  he  wished  to  make,  I  c-anie  uiit  .  him  ;  and 
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when  he  hhw  iiie,  \w  exclaime<l :  '  Hast  thou  found  me 
out,  O  mine  cnrmy  <'  and  I  said  unto  him  in  slow, 
measured  accents :  '  1  have  found  thee  out,  because 
thou  hast  sold  thvself  to  do  evil.  Behold,  where  the 
dogs  have  licked  up  the  blood  of  Naboth  shall  they 
lick  up  thy  WoimI  !  Thy  posterity  shall  perish  like 
thee  ;  him  that  diebh  in  the  city,  the  dogs  shall  eafc ; 
and  him  that  dieth  in  the  Held,  the  birds  of  the  air 
shall  eat :  thv  wife,  too,  shall  be  thrown  over  the 
wall  of  the  city,  and  the  dogs  shall  devour  her.' 
And  it  came  to  p»uss,  when  Ahab  heai'd  these  words, 
he  rent  his  clothes  and  fasted,  juid  lay  in  sack- 
cloth. And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  say- 
ing ;  '  Seest  thou,  how  Ahab  humbleth  himself  before 
Me ;  because  he  humbleth  himself  before  Me,  I  will 
not  bring  the  evil  in  his  days,  but  in  his  sons  days 
My  eventful  life,  I  knew, was  drawing  rapidly  to  a  dose 
I  had  become  di>eph'  attached  to  Elisha;  we  had  wan- 
dered together  as  friends  and  fugitives  over  the  fields, 
and  through  the  fon>sts  uf  Israel ;  but  still  I  felt  as  if  I 
had  to  go  alone  to  the  placci  where  God  should  meet 
me;  so  I  wished  Elislia  to  tai-ry  U'hind  while  I  went 
to  Bethel ;  but  having  a  knowledge  of  my  departure 
from  the  world,  he  would  not  leave  me.  So  we  came 
to  Bethel,  thence  to  Jericho.     We  then  went  on  to 
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•Ionian.  For  a  inoinent  we  st<Kxl  on  the  luinks  of  tho 
river,  <,'azin<^'  on  the  swii't  nishing  waters ;  then,  folding 
my  mantle,  I  smote  the  water  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  rajnd  current  rolled  np  in  heaps,  and  left  a 
dry  path  for  us.  We  then  pa.ssed  onward  into  the 
op«'n  plain.  Pausing  for  a  few  moments,  I  turned  to 
Elisha,  and  said  unto  him  :  '  I  am  now  going  to  leave 
thee,  what  shall  I  do  to  thee  Injfore  I  go  ? '  '  Let,'  said 
he,  '  a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  fall  upon  me.' 
'  Well,'  I  replied,  '  if  thou  seest  me  when  I  am  taken 
away  it  shall  he  so.'  While  in  convei-sation,  I  heard  a 
rn.shing  sound  in  the  air,  and  looking  up,  I  beheld  an 
oltjcet  like  a  falling  star,  bright  and  fearful,  cleaving 
the  fields  of  space,  and  a  chariot  and  horses  of  fire 
drew  np  between  me  and  Elisha.  I  ascended  to  heaven 
in  the  chariot.  The  transition  was  sudden,  yet  glorious. 
As  I  drew  near  to  this  Holy  City,  new  joys  beamed 
upon  my  soul.  The  romantic  scenery  of  the  Holy 
Land,  in  the  wild  pomp  of  mountain  majesty,  sank 
into  littleness  and  distance  as  I  rode  upwards.  I  ut- 
terefl  no  farewells  to  fields  and  fountains  ;  but  lost  in 
heaven's  opening  glory,  dissolved  in  the  strong  atmos- 
j)here  of  eternity,  I  could  not  cast  one  reluctant  l(K)k 
on  the  scene  from  which  I  was  snatched  by  everlasting 
love." 
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Ki.iiA  I  liiul  no  .s(K»ii(;r  silt  <l(»\vn,  th.iii  Klisha  arose, 
r-i  i"iii;irki'(l:-"  Distinctly  do  I  icnicnilK-r  many  of 
the  incidents  iviutcd  \>y  my  jfn-it  predecessur.     I  was 
U'KJXpoctcdly  called  to  the  prophetic  ofHce.      My  home 
was  on  the  plains  of  P.ilestiiie,  which  were  proverhial 
r»r  their  beauty  and  lV:ti!ity.     Un«;  day  while  I  was 
|»lou«,diin<,'  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen,  Elijah  approached, 
and  thriw  liis  m  intle  over  me.     I  innuediately  left 
the  oxen  and  the  plough,  and  ran  after  him,  and  asked 
permission  to  return  and  hid  my  relatives  ailieu.     I 
then  accompanied  Elijah  to  Gil-al,an<l  then  to  Bethel, 
thence  U)  Jericho.     We  then  went  on  to  Jordan,  and 
Elijah  t<K>k  his  mantle  and  smote  the  waters,  an<l 
they  parted  hither  and  thither,  and  we  went  over  on 
dry  hind.     And  as  we  journeyed  on  cnir  way,  Elijah 
said  unto  me  :  '  Ask  what  I  shall  do  unto  tl>;e  before 
I  be  taken  away  from  thee ;  and  I  said  :     I  piay  thee 
let  a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  be  uj)on  me';  and 
hes»iid:  '  Thou  hast  asked  a  hard  thing;  nevertheless, 
if  thou  see  me  when  I  am  taken  fr;:a  thee,  it  shall  be 
so  unto  thee  ;  but  if  not,  it  shall  not  be  s»).'     It  cimk- 
to  pass  Jis  we  went  on  our  way,  a  sound,  likt;  that  of 
a  whirlwind  was  heai-d,  and  I  looked  up,  a::d  behold, 
a  chai'iot  and  steeds  of  fire,  followe<l  by  coi-rus'-ations 
or  shooting  mys  of  fire,  came  sweeping  through  tJie 
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heavens,    and   «s   Elijnh    wus   caught    up    into    the 
Hauling  vehicle,  I  crit*.l :  '  My  Father!  my  Father!  the 
chariots  of  Israel,  an.l  tlu-  hoisenieii  thereof!'     As  I 
st<HMl  gazing  on  the  asccruHng  chariot,  I  saw  a  dark 
•  'l.ject   <lescending    through   the   air;  it  was   Elijah's 
luant,  .     I  t<H)k  it  up  and  returned  to  Jericho,  reflect- 
in,!^-  on  the  glorious  scene  I  Imd  just  Iteheld,     When 
tlie  sons  of  the  pi-ophets,  who  were  at  Jericho,  saw  me 
with  the  nmn tie, of  Elijah,  they  said:    The  Spirit  of 
tlu'  Lord  doth  rest  upon  Elisha ' :  and  they  came  to 
meet  me,  >ind  lK)wed  themselves  t^)  the  ground.    While 
at  Jericho,  I  heale<l  the  waters  in  the  wells,  which 
were  very  impure.     I  then  <leparted,  and  went  up  to 
Bethel,  and  jis  I  was  going  up  by  the  way,  there  came 
forth  children  out  of  the  city,  and  mocked  me,  and 
my  soul  w»us  fille.l  with  holy  indignation,  and  I  turned 
hack  anil  cursed  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.     I 
then  went  up  to  J!ount  ( 'armel,  and  thence  to  Samaria. 

"Not  long  after  this,  the  King  of  Israel  declared 
WHr  again.st  the  King  of  Moah,  «n<l  he  besought  the 
Kings  of  Judah  and  Edom  to  go  up  with  him  to  bat- 
tle ;  and  they  went  up  by  the  wildenie.s8  of  Edom. 
After  th(>y  had  fetched  a  compass  of  seven  da vs' jour- 
ney, tliere  was  no  water  either  for  man  or  >«a8t. 

"The  King  of  Lsrael  was  alarmed,  ami  he  at  once 
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tiiH(l«<  known  his  fears  to  the  King  of  Judah,  and  tho 
twain  came  down  to  me.  After  I  liad  rebuke<l  tho 
King  of  Israel  for  his  idolatry,  I  called  for  a  minstrel, 
and  as  he  played,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
me,  and  I  prophesied,  saying :  'Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
make  this  valley  full  of  ditches,  for  ye  shall  not  sec 
rain ;  yet  the  valley  shall  be  filled  with  water,  that 
ye  may  drink,  both  ye  and  your  cattle  and  your  beasts: 
and  this  is  but  a  light  thing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
he  Mrill  deliver  '  he  Moabites  also  into  your  hand.'  Th«' 
allied  anny  encamped  for  the  night  Morning  came, 
light  stole  U{X)n  the  clouds  with  a  strange  beauty,  its 
•Garment  of  a  thousand  dyes  ami  leaves  and  delicuU' 
I'lossonis,  and  painted  flowers,  and  everything  that 
brndeth  to  the  dew,  and  stirreth  with  the  daylight, 
lifted  up  its  l)eauty  to  the  breath  of  that  sweet  morn. 
And  it  came  to  pass  while  the  meat-oflering  was  biin^j; 
offered,  a  sound  was  heard  like  the  rippling  of  w avts, 
when,  lo  and  toehold,  a  large  stream  of  water  was  sct-n 
coming  by  the  way  of  Edom,  and  soon  the  valley  mius 
full  of  water.  The  day  was  passed  in  pmising  G(m1, 
and  making  preparations  for  battle.  Night  came  down 
once  more  upon  the  wilderness.  When  the  Moab- 
ites ro^  in  the  morning,  and  seeing  what  appeared 
to  them  to  be  a  pool  of  biood  around  the  camp  of 
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their  I'liutiiies,  tlity  tlumjjht  tlit-  kin^f.s  ha<i  surely  slain 
each  other,  and  they  ^rave  the  eoiiiiuaiul  to  advance 
and  take  the  spoil.     As  they  drew  near,  the  allied 
anny,  with  a  shout  that  rent  tlie  air,  fell  upon  them 
and  smote  them.    After  the  war  was  over,  I  went  doMrn 
with  Oeluusi,  and  wc  t(H)k  up  our  aUnle  withaShuna- 
mite  family.    As  a  rewanl  for  their  kindness  to  me,  the 
Lord  gave  them  a  .son  in  their  old  a<re.     And  it  came 
to  pass  that  the  child  died  ;  and  the  woman  went  in 
and  laid  him  on  my  coucli,  and  shut  the  door.     And 
s\ni  called  one  of  the  youn;;;  men  to  saddle  her  the  ass, 
that  she  might  con.sult  me  alnmt  her  son.     I  and  my 
servant  had  gone  up  to  Mount  C'armel,  and  as  we 
were  sitting  on  that  part  of  the  mountain  which  over- 
looked kShunam.  1  .saw  the  woman  coming  towards  me 
and  I  said  unto  Geli.i/.i :  '  Beliold  yonder  is  that  Shu- 
namite  ;  run  an<l  iiici-t  lu-r  and  enijuire  if  all  be  well' 
When  the  young  man  met  her,  he  asked  her  if  all  was 
well, and  she  answere<l  him  in  th<^  affirmative.  Then  she 
came  unto  m«'  and  toid  me  what  had  happened.     I 
said  unto  Gehazi :  '  (iird  up  thy  loins,  and  take  my 
staff  in  thy  haml,  and  gt)  thy  way,  and  lay  it  upon  the 
face  of  the  child,'  and  I  and  the  Shunamite  will  follow. 
Gehazi  went  into  the  house,  and  passed  the  staff  over 
the  dead  child's  face,  but  the  child  did  not  awako. 
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DiwipiKtitittMl,  ]i»>  irtiiic  to  iiicft  iiic,  rtinl  sai<l  unto  tlio 
woman  :  '  Th*-  chiM  is  not  awaked'     (hi  n^achinj,'  tlv 
lums*'  I  saw  the  ihiM  was  d«'»ul.      I  went  in  and  sluit 
the  iVnn-,  and  i»rayed  unto  the  l^ord.      I  arose,  and  In v 
upm  the  ehild,  and  the  Hesh  of  the  ehild  waxed  warm. 
Aj;aiu    I   stretched   myself   upon   the  child,  and  the 
child  opened  liis  t-yes,  and  1   requested  (rehazi  to  call 
the  ShunamiDe  :  and  when  she  winie  in.  T  said  :  'Take 
up  thy  .son.'  ami  s\w  took  him  up  and  went  out.     I 
then  de|.arte«l  and  came  unto  Gilgal,  and  to«)k  up  my 
alnnle  with  the  sons  of 'the  prophets,  and  I  re<|uested 
tteha/.i   to  put  on  the  great  pot,  and  make  pottn^'e. 
And  one  of  the  younger  men  went  into  tlic  field  to 
irather  herhs.  an«i  he  f«»und  a  wild  vine,  and  he  ju'a- 
thered  thereof  wild  gonitis,  and  he  came  and  \tnt  them 
into  the  iK)t,  for  he  knew  not  what  they  were.     And 
it  came  to  piuss  as  they  were  eating,  they  cried  out : 
'  O  thou  man  t.f  (iixl,  there  is  death  in  the  pot,'  and  I 
requested  them  to  hring  me  a  portion  of  meal,  and  I 
cast  it  into  the  pi  t,  and  they  did  eat,  and  no  hann 
came  unto  them.     And  there  came  a  certain  man  fi-oni 
Baal-shalisha,  and  brought  me  «.t  the  first  fruits  twenty 
loaves  of  barley,  and  full  eaia     t  corn  in  the  husk, 
and  I  said  :  '  (live  unto  the  people  that  they  may  eat' 
and  (jrehazi  s«iid  :     What,  should  1  set  this  before  s 
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huiulrutl  iiicii  ''  I  C(>iniimn<l<>(l  him  togivf  th<- pcoph- 
that  tht>y  might  «>at ;  for  the  Lonl  hiul  told  inc  that 
they  should  eat  and  h'»iv»>  then'of,  and  it  caiin'  to])a.s.s 
according  to  the  Mord  of  th«>  liOi-d. 

"  After  this,  Naatnan  the  leper  eanie  unto  n»e,  thai 
he  might  l>e  reston-d  of  his  leprosy.  The  proud  Sy- 
rian sat  in  his  chariot,  surrounded  hy  a  retinue  of  srr- 
vants,  expecting  that  I  would  go  out  unto  him,  iukI 
restfmi  him  to  health.  But  I  told  him  :  '  Go,  wiush 
in  Jonlan  seven  times.'  He  was  indignant  with  his 
reeepti»m,  and  the  nincdy  prewrib«'d,  and  givirii;  (}»•- 
hazi  a  vindietive  glance,  he  d«'|)arted.  As  ):  ■  went  on 
his  way,  his  servants  ventured  to  reason  with  him. 
'  My  father,'  »iid  they,  '  if  the  prophet  had  l>id  thet- 
do  some  great  thing,  wouldst  thtiu  not  have  doiif  it  ! 
How  much  rather  then  when  lie  sjiid  to  thee,  wash 
and  l)e  clean.'  And  he  went  down  and  dipped  in  Joi-- 
dan  seven  times,  and  was  healed. 

"The  King  of  Syria  declared  war  against  the  Kinir 
of  Israel,  and  tindinj;  that  all  his  plans  were  known  to 
the  King,  he  concluded  that  he  had  a  trait<»r  in  the 
camp,  and  he  said  unto  the  captains  of  his  hosts  : 
'  WTiich  of  you  is  for  the  King  of  Israel ' ;  And  they 
replied:  '  None,  my  lord,  O  King,  hut  Elisha  the  pit»- 
phet  that  is  in  Isi-ael,  he  tcUetli  the  King  of  Israel  the 
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words  thou  speakest  in  thy  VKMlchainlnT.'    The  kind's 
wrath  was  kindled  against  me,  and  he  sent  out  8pi»s 
to  find  me.     I  and  my  servant  ha<l  taken  up  our  alnMlc 
in  Dothaa     Therefore  he  sent  thither,  horses  and  cha- 
riots, and  a  great  host,  and  they  came  hy  night,  ami 
compassed  the  city.     When  the  young  man  arose  in 
the  morning  and  saw  them  encamped  round  the  city, 
he  was  afraid  and  said  unto  me :  '  Alas  I  master,  what 
shall  we  do  ?"     I  told  him  to  fear  not.     I  pmyed  to 
the  Lord  to  open  his  eyes,  and  he  saw  upon  the  hkjiji- 
tains  round  about  the  city,  chariots  and  horses  of  lire. 
As  he  gazed  upon  that  resplendent  host,  all  etiuipped 
for  battle,  waiting  impatiently  to  charge  the  Syrians, 
his  confidence  in  the  Lord  waxed  stronger.     The  Lord 
smote  the  Syrians  with  blindness,  and  after  I  hail  led 
them  into  Samaria,  I  allowed  them  to  depart  in  peace. 
The  Syrians  again  invaded  Judea,  and  lai<l  s,'w>^v  t<) 
Samaria.     For  months  they  hung  like  a  tiiun(I<r-cloud 
round  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants  were  straiti'ned 
for  provisiona     Strong  men  w^ho  had  faced  the  storm 
of  battle  unmoved  were  shorn  of  their  strength,  and 
wept  bitterly,  as  they  beheld  their  offspring  perish  in 
the  iron  grip  of  the  fierce  angel  of  famine.     The  King 
of  Israel  rent  his  robes  and  exposed  the  sackcloth  on 
hia  fiesh.     But  instead  of  tracing  the  evil  that  Imd 
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come  upon  him  and  his  people  to  his  ovm  sins,  he 
attributed  it  to  me,  and  in  a  fit  of  rage  he  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  slay  me.     I  was  sitting  with  the  elders  of 
Israel  in  my  house ;  and  when  1  saw  the  messenger 
approaching,  I  said  unto  them:  'See  you  how  this 
son  of  a  murderer  hath  mmt  a  man  to  take  away  my 
head  ?     Look  !  there  the  messenger  cometh  ;  shut  the 
d(M)r,  an»l  hold  him  fast,  is  not  his  master's  foot  behind 
him  V     No  sooner  hml  the  messenger  arrived  than  the 
King  appeared,  and  I  said  unto  him  :  '  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  to-morrow  nlK)ut  thi..  time,  shall  a  measure  of 
tine  Hour  be  sold  for  a  shekel,  and  two  measures  of 
barley  for  a  shekel  in  the  gate  of  Samaria.'     The  pre- 
diction seemed  so  incredible  to  a  sci^ptical  lord  upon 
whose  arm  the  king  was  leaning,  that  he  answere*] : 
'  Behold  I  if  the  Lord  would  make  windows  in  heaven, 
this  thing  might  be.'     To  whom  I  replic<l :  '  Thou  shalt 
see  it  with  thine  own  eyes,  but  shalt  not  eat  thereof.* 
"  The  shades  of  night  gathered  .silently  over  Sama- 
ria, and  deep  sleep  fell  upon  the  Syrians.     The  night 
torch  of  th.>  j)nti-ol  relieved  with  a  lurid  glare  the 
surrounding  claikue.ss.     The  Syrian  sentinels  were  at 
their  -posts.     The  dying  wails  of  the  famine-stricken 
gr  u;p(j  were  liome  by  the  night  breeze  into  the  camp. 
Just  tis  the  hoojy  angel  of  Time  was  treading  the 
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V.  rg."  of  iiiiiliiight,  a  •mmiikI   w»i/h  licanl  l.y  the  Syriann 
of  ji.M  uniiy  iippivHiliiiijf  fnmi  Mu-  four  fiointM  of  thf 
(NiiiiiMixs.     Th.'  m.|itirn'lH  ^w  tim  sij^nal  ..f  alami,  aiul 
mMiii  tlif  who|«.  iiititp  wiu*  iwtir.     A  •livinion  from  the 
w.uthwanl  hovuu^I  u>  !«•  tiiNni  tJuin.     ' TIm^  KKyptiaim 
hav.-  >N.«'n  hirf.l  a^niiwt  iih,"  Kliii.kfil  the  SyriaiiH.ainl 
thvy   ri«<l  in  <lisor«l.'r  to\vai<l.<   Dainaw.iH.      In  theii 
hurry  U\  cfwap**  thi-y  tlin-w  awiiv  thi  ir  aniiH,  Vfsm'lH, 
an«i  >;nrnn'nts.  nor  <li<l  fh.'  pmNiiit  stvui  t(»  relax,  till 
the  .lawnijij;  lijr|,t  tn  nil.j.'.l  alon^'  rlir  ( n^nt  of  Mount 
Uilcait,  and  thf  morning  M4iv  .|iiiv»'r««|  in  tln'  <{«'pth  of 
Jonlan.     At  tin-  j;at«»s  of  Samaria  stoo«l  four  leper«. 
who  had  Inrn  thrust  out  of  (he  city  Ut  dio.     A«  thev 
ni-ounted  to  »«ach  oth.T  tlu  ir  pitial>l(<  pomlition,  thev 
finally  i-oncludfd  ti»  throw  thcnirwIvcH  ujxm  theujercy 
of  the  bo.sie>f..ix     They  rouid  only  die,  and  .leath  by 
the  Hwor.1  wns  iH-tter  than  i'.unine.     After  they  had 
ilespende«l  int^>  tlu-  op..n  plai  i.  they  crept  cautiously 
into  the  Syrian  nuup  :  hut  t<.  ti    ir  ufter  AUtonishment 
they   found   it  de>M'rte«i.       After   they  had  appeased 
their  appetites,  they  l»egan  to  plunder.     They  then 
returned  to  the  city  and  pulilished  the  joj'ful  tidings. 
The  king,  fearing  that  it  might  he  a  plot  to  draw  him 
out  of  the  civy,  sent  out  a  reoonnoitering  party,  but 
the  enemy  could  n»»t  U-  found,  and  that  very  <lay,  aa 
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pn'«lict«M|,  a  llU'iiMnn-  of  fitw  \vh<nt  wuh  .sold  fur  n 
Hhfkt'l.  Tito  iiiilM-lii-viii}{  li.iil  who  tiiou^lit  th«  niir- 
iwlf  iinpussiMf,  wiLs  (Ic.Hp.itclic!  to  tuki-  cIiik'^i-  of  tin- 
giitr  It-uiliti^  out  of  tilt'  «jt\  ,  tli<>  pfojiU-  in  f  ln-ir  cjij;*'!-- 
lU'MS  for  J.«.>il  thii»iij»i'(|  upon  li'iii.  aii<l  In-  wax  tro<it|»ii 
mwliT  foot  ainl  tiitil  His  .yr-  Im|h'|<|  the  Minidfii 
plt^nty,  Ititt  his  lipM  tast<>ii  not  ot°  it 

"That  waM  iiof.  tht'  List  cfiiaiiiitv  that  f<'ll  upon 
iHrael.  For  W'vi'n  yearn  thf  ii<l  iffusi-il  to  yvAA  her 
increaoe.  Spring;  (;iiiw  !i'i'  (i  iH-iiutiful  fiTitriTs 
hrtmght  out  11(1  riowci-s,  t)ir  In  -^  tnirc  Ml.  Joii)^;.',  nw\ 
no  jfrapwN  turiHMl  ^'oMfti  oi;  tli<'  vu-  i'hiijis  whir-li 
liad  Jwen  provrrhia!  for  their  feitilitv  shou  !  .10  si<,Mis 
of  ve|(etahlo  lil"'.-.  Kr"  the  i'lPnine  -jipad  its  <|evjista- 
tionfl  over  the  land,  1  called  u|m>ii  the  Shurwunite  fam- 
ily and  l»a<le  them  depart  into  another  country.  So  they 
aroHe,  and  sojourned  in  the  land  of  the  Philistines. 
When  the  famitie  was  over  they  returned,  and  the 
king  restored  to  them  all  that  was  theirs,  and  all  the 
fruits  of  the  Held  since  th«!  ilay  that  tiny  had  left  the 
land. 

"  My  life,  AH  you  will  have  perceived,  IuhI  its  li^dits 
and  shades.  I  ha*!  my  nij^hts  of  weepin--  and  njoin- 
ings  of  j<»y.  My  prophetic  office  did  not  e.\'  nipl  nn- 
from  death.      I,  t<H),  hud  to  die  :  but  the  anticijt.i.ti-<:t 
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of  these  higher  joys  which  awaited  me,  oft  filled  me 
with  unutterable  rapture;  and  with  sounds  seraphic 
floating  around  me  I  walked  through  the  valley  and 
the  shadow  of  death,  and  joined  the  worshippere  in 
this  temple." 

When  Elisha  had  sat  down,  I  heard  as  it  were  a 
^eat  multitude  singing  :_"  AUelujah !  salvation,  and 
glory,  and  honor,  and  power,  unto  the  Lord  our  God." 
After  this,  there  arose  a  person  whose  crown  shone 
resplendently.     "  My  name,"  he  said,  « is  Ibaiah.    I 
hved  on  the  earth  six  hundred  yeara  before  the  Mes- 
siah appeared.     I  prophesied  of  His  birth,  life,  death 
resurrection,  ascension,  and  the  universality  of  His' 
kingdom.     I  invited  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  look 
unto  Him  and  be  saved  ;  but  I  saw  that  His  humble 
parentage  would  cause  many  to    ir>pise  Him     He 
came  to  His  own,  but  His  own  received  Him  not. 
How  ungrateful !  Though  archangels  cast  their  crowns 
at  His  feet,  those  for  whom  He  gave  His  life  cast 
Him  out  of  the  vineyard,  and  with  one  voice  cried- 
'  Away  with  Him  ;  crucify  Him,  crucify  Him  I '    Sure- 
ly, if  they  had  known,  they  would  not  have  cruci- 
fied the  Prince  of  Life  and  Glory !  but  His  death  was 
fixed  by  the  determinate  counsel  and  foreknowledge 
ot  God,  that  atonement  might  be  made  for  sin,  and 
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Gkxi  be  just  and  the  jiiatifit»r  of  them  who  Ixdit.'ve  in 
Jesua" 

The  assembly  then  took  up  their  harps  and  sung : — 

"  Extol  the  Lamb  with  loftiest  aong. 
Ascend  for  Him  our  cheerful  strain, 
Worship  and  thanks  to  Him  belong, 
Who  reigns  and  shall  forever  reign." 

After  I»AIAH  had  sat  down,  Daniel  arose  an(i  said : 
"  If  the  Messiah  had  come  as  His  own  people  had  ex- 
pecte<l,  as  King  of  Israel,  they  would  certainly  have 
acknowledged  Him.  But  He  came  to  be  cut  off,  that 
He  might  finish  transgression  and  make  an  end  of  sin, 
and  bring  in  everlasting  righteousnesa  He  was  the 
Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  And 
behold,"  said  the  enraptured  prophet,  "  though  He  is 
glorifie^l  and  sits  up<m  the  throne  of  the  universe,  He 
looks  like  a  lamb  that  has  been  slain."  To  which  the 
heavenly  choir  responded  by  singing : — 

"  Thee,  Holy  Father,  we  confess ; 
Thee,  Holy  Son,  adore  ; 
And  Thee,  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  bless, 
And  worship  evermore. 

Hail !  holy,  holy,  holy  Lord, 

Our  heavenly  song  shall  be ; 
Supreme,  essential  One  adorvd^ 

In  co-eiemal  Three." 
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Aft«>r  tliiH.on»«  fn.ni  nnioiijfst  (lie  Iu'iivimiIv  tnultitinh' 
iwkwl  tlio  im.pli.'ts  if  tin  V  .xiMrti-.l  t..  sw  i\w  M«>NNinli 
iiuuiif.'sto,!  ill  thr  Hrsh  '     T..  uliirli  tli.-y  irpli,..!.  that 
lit  tiiin>M  th«\v  hop<>(l  tlii'v  Mlutul.l ,  l.nt  nt  li'iigth  it  wjuh 
rt'Vi«al«Ml  t«»  tlu'iii  l.y  tlu'  Holy  <  ili.wt.  flint  not  Jur  tliciii- 
.s.'l\»«s.  I.iit  for  tliusi.  who  NiioiiM  foiiH>  affcr.  was  ic- 
s«T\  i',l  tlio  glorious  sight,  so  tliat  thry  only  antiitipat.'.! 
th.»  happy  p»«rio<l.  aixl  dir.l  in  full  n-ssiiraiuv  of  fnith. 
Tlu'V    U'lu'ld    the  pi-oiniso.s    afar  oti',    aii<l    nnhraci'.l 
thfiii.  ami  w.iv  h«tLsti.'«l  that  if  .Fisiis  <ii<l  not  <lt'.s(»«n.l 
t^»  «lw.'ll  with  th.iii  on  oarth  th.y  should  rise  to  «hvoll 
with  Him.     Wh.Mi  thoy  i^niv.Hl  tluy  found  all  heavni 
in  a  stAt««  of  activity     a  <h«'nil)ic  luwt  w«'re  prf|)»riug 
t<>  aroonipany  tlw   J'linoi'  of  IViu-o  on   His  inipiirtant 
i'iiil»a.ssy.     Th.>y  h.>rtn'.  th»?  angels  in  th.>  w(»rhl  lieJow 
singing  in  tl\.'  most  fiiraptnivil  stniins  :  "  ( Jlory  t«  (Sknl 
in  tlu'  high.'st:  on  .mlh  jxan',  and  jr,HH|  will  Utwardn 
iih'n."' 

Aft.»r  th.'  pi-ophots  luid  doiu'  spraking.  John,  the 
W\o\iH\  ,lis«Mplo.  aios,.  and  said:  -  I  NNas  ono  ,,f  tim 
highly-favouiiMl  p.Msons  wlio  iM-h.-ld  tli.- gl,.iy  of  the 
only-lH>gott4>n  S.n  of  th.-  Fatli.r.  Wluii  [  „n.|  the 
oth.T  disi'ipK's  w.'ie  calh'd  t«.  tho  a|v..st!.  ,hip,  H.>  t..ld 
ns  we  must  not  io«»k  for  earthly  hoiiaurs.  hut  i-xpc .  t 
uproach,  pei-secution,  ami  fvfu  doath  for  His  sjd.t-: 
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Irtjt  in  tliis  Hr  sjiiil,  '  H(!Joice,  for  j^n-Ht  is  your  rowarrJ 
ill  hrnvfii ' 

"  VVc  Iwivn  found  it  acconlin^^  to  Ili.s  wmil.  As  wo 
l(H>k  arouHil.  we  Ixsliolil  tlir  fniit.s  of  our  ininiHtry. 
An"  not.  tlifsr  |iri-cionH  houIm  tin-  crow  ii  of  njoicinjj  :'' 

"  Yfw,"  rr.s|K>inl«!il  Uu!  ilircf  tlioii.siiii<l  who  wnc  wni 
Vtirtnl  on  th»!  (biy  of  I'cntfCOMt ;  "  tlioii;^li  many  of  oin- 
iHiiglilMMirs  thought  you  wvvv  Hlh-d  with  tnw  w  inc,  Wf 
wrrt*  |H>rsua<h-<|  tliat  you  Hpakc  thf  wor<l,sof  truth  an<l 
.sdluTnt-MH;  an<l  while  w«!  hwird,  wtj  wrir  prickid  t<> 
thr  hcnrt,  brought  t<»  rcprntanc*-,  mjkI  tliiou;^di  Iwlit.'V- 
ing  in  .lr,s\i.s,  olitaiin-d  th»!  forgivt-ncsM  of  all  mir  sins  " 
Sint'lv  wr,  alKivti  all  thr  saints,  havo  rwisoii  fu  prai.st- 
Him  who  rfiifrmrd  us  hy  his  I>IimmI.' 

Am  John  sat  down,  the  mighty  concoiirsi'  rostr  am! 
fMing  the  adoration  hymn,  whicli  iiiiig  out  r,\fnv  and 
silvi-ry,  tht'U  di  rjM-ufd  ijito  grandeur,  till  tht;  heaven  of 
hcnveiiH  hec-imt!  an  oc«;an  of  ecstatic  praise. 

I'KTKU  tln-ii  (irnse,  and  M»iid  :  'Long  after  I  w;i.- 
caUcd  to  the  aixistleship,  I  induli^^ed  in  tin  vain  hojx 
that  our  Li»rd  uould  erect  an  eiirthly  kin;,,  1  in,  nuA  1 
Wtt8  anihitioiis  to  hecome  one  of  the  ehief  otlieci  •<  dn 
sUite;  and.l.VMKS  and  John  ho  <lotiht  renx-ndK-r  thdt 
we  contendetl  for  position.  Not  In-ijig  alile  to  settle 
the  dispute,  wv.  appealed  U>  our  Divine   Master,  who 
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told  US.  that  unless  we  were  cluing,,,!  in  ,.ur  .lispwi- 
ti,)n8,  we  shoul,!  in  n,.  wise  enter  His  kinjr,|„n.,  much 
less  occupy  the  highest  place.     He  a<K  is,.!  us  t,)  W- 
c.»nie   the   servants  <,f  all,  if  we  w,,uM   l.e  exult,«,l. 
What  lessons  of  humility  He  taught  us  !     Y.-t,  after 
nil.  my  pride  was  apt  to  aUmnd,  esiK-cinlly  when  Ho 
spoke  of  l)eing  ,leserte,l  an,l  denied  by  us ;  I  never 
thought  that  I  shoul,!  do  any  such  thing.'   (),  h,»w 
insensible  I  was  to  my  weakness!  for  I  was  tlu'  vi-.y 
Hi-st  to  fomxko  Him  ;  but  after  my  fall,  how  cheering 
«-as  the  message  He  sent,  to  me  after  His  resurrection  : 
'  Go  and  tell  My  disciples,  and  Peter,  that  I  am  risen 
again,  and  go  before  them  into  Galilee.'     The  mention 
of  my  unworthy  name  melted  my  heart  into  tender- 
nesa     What,  I  thought.  ,1,h,s  He  still  remember  me  ? 
Prompted  by  a  principle  of  fervent  gratitude,  and 
.ussistetl  by  Divine  i^)wer,  I  opened  my  commission  on 
the  t!ay  of  PentecKst.  an,l  ,!eclared  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerus,i]em,  that  Go,l  had  mmle  Him  whom 
they  ha,l  crucifie,!,  lH)th  Lor<!  ah<l  Christ ;  and  that  I. 
who  had  once  In^en  intimi.lated  through  the  8poech  of 
a  poor  maid,  wa«  then  not  afraid  to  confess  Him  in 
the  presence  ,.f  the  Elde.-s  and  chief  Priests.     '  X,,t 
unto  me,  but  unto  Him  whositteth  upon  the  throne, 
I  would  ascribe  the  glory,  who  sent  down  the  promised 
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Spirit,  and  endued  me  with  power  from  on  high,  !m;- 
cording  to  His  word.'"  Tlien  all  the  disciples  that 
were  present  on  the  day  of  Pent(!Cost  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  "Hallelujah!" 

After  Petkr  had  sat  down,  STEPHEN,  the  martyr, 
arose,  an«l  said  :  "  SiK)n  after  the  juscension  of  Christ, 
I  was  appointed  an  elder  of  the  (.*hui*ch.  I  denounced 
the  Jewish  Sanhedrim  ;  liurled  at  their  heads  the 
thunders  of  accusing  truth  ;  ami  pointed  them  to  the 
hill  of  (klvary,  yet  empurpled  with  the  Saviour's 
blood,  and  told  them  that  they  had  murdered  the  Prince 
of  Life.  They  looke<l  at  me,  and  then  at  each  other, 
and  afterwards  at  the  people,  inciting  them  to  acts  of 
violence.  They  gn>ushed  at  uw  with  their  teeth,  and 
cried  :  *  Away  with  him  !  Away  with  him  !'  Lifting 
up  my  eyes,  I  said  :  '  I  see  the  heavens  opened,  and 
the  Son  of  Man  st*inding  at  the  right  hand  of  God.' 
This  they  accounted  blasphemy,  and  running  upon  me 
with  one  accord,  they  cast  me  dUt  of  the  city,  and 
stoned  me  to  death.  But  (),  what  uncreated  irlories 
buret  upon  my  soul,  as  I  hiy  bleeding  on  the  ground ! 
Paul  well  remend»ers  my  martyrdom." 

At  tliis  moment  there  ajcxse  from  fin  'iiidst  of  the 
heavenly  harpers  a  j.wrs(ni  of  ratiu-r  oi.  luutive  stiiture 
but  cm  his  head  was  a  crown  of  great  brilliancy.    With 
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a  luHJ.stic  voic  h.-  cri,.,! :    •  [  am  Sal'l  oi  Tai-sus,  Uiat 
niHii  mIu.  .li.l  many  tilings  cuntraiy  to  the  name  of 
Jesus  of  Nnzaivtli,  compelling  His  foUowei-s  to  Mas- 
l)li.-mo  and  to  siirtor  imprisonment."     Turning  to  SU- 
plien,  he  iMiM  :  "  Yes,  .h-ar  Stephen,  I  nwII  ivm.-inl.(r 
thy  .leatJi,  I  saw  thee  fall  heneath  the  shower  of  s.^uies, 
ana  l»ear.l  thy  last  prayer,  calling  on  the  Lojil  not  to 
'ivenge  thy  death.     I  often  thought,  while  up.  .11  tlie 
-aith,  of  our  meeting  liere  ;  but  little  did   I    think, 
wh.ni  I  held  the  clothes  of  th(..s,.  who  stoned  thee,  that 
'Nvr  I  shoul.l  suffer  death  f..i-  the  Cio.spel.      Had   not 
.h'.sus  n-.seued  me,  I  .should  not  have  hccn  liere;  hut  hl.'.s- 
s.  d  h.    His  name,  He  stopp.-d  mc  wlh-n  on  my  way  to 
i  MiJiJiiicus,  and  struck  me  trembling  to  the  eajth.     I  .x- 
p.ct.  .1  esery  moment  t<.  be  consume.l  by  His  wrath.  But 
<  ),how  a.stonish,..l  I  w,us  when  He  only  interrogated  m.  . 
to  convince  m.-  ,,f  ,„y  sin  ;  and  when  I  w,us  bi.Mighi 
to  resign  my  n-bellious  suul  to  His  will,  He  signed  my 
pardon:  fn.k  me  into  His  service  ;  made  nie  a  steward 
iu  His  hou.se,  and  sent  me  unto  the  Gentiles  to  turn 
them  frnm  .larkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  u.ito  ( W.     The  grace  bestowed  upon  n.e  w,us 
.so  abundant,  that  none  (.f  my  brethren  -not  e\  en  An- 
anias  -coul.I    believe   that   1    had    become   a  disciple. 
When  our  blessed  Urd  sent  him  to  em|uire  for  nic  in 
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tli.'  huMs..  (,f  Ju.his.  1,,.  iK-jrai,  to  i,U.,ul  excuse,  for  he 
was  afrai.l  t<»  c<mie  n,.,ir  .a.-.     AIi,  .lu»ir  Anauias,  I  dare 
say  you  r.Muem»mr  your  feai-s  at  that  uioiuent!"   "  Yes," 
said  Aiianiaa,  "and  my  joys,  Uh»,  when  I  saw  what 
the  Und   hafi  done  fur  us  in   thee.     How  He  had 
plucke.1  thee  as  a  brand  from  the  hunnng,  and  His 
disciples  h-om   tJie  jaws  of  tlie  lion."     "  True,"  said 
Paul,  "  hut  n(»ne  of  the  disciples,  as  I  said  before,  could 
W'lieve  it,  for  when  I  came  to  Jerusalem  and  ottered 
myself  as  a  candidate  for  fellowship,  they  objecteti. 
knowinjr  what  a  character  I  had  been.     They  ctmld 
not  U'lieve  that  I  was  a  discipir,  and  therefore  closed 
the  diH.r  of  the  ( 'hurch  against  me  ;  and  had  it  not  l)een 
f<.r  my  brother  Barnabas,  I  could  not  have  gained  ad- 
mittance."    "  X,,;'  said  BamaUus,  "  humanly  speaking, 
thou  couldst  not.     I  leniemljer  their  prejmlices  were 
-sti-ong  against  thee  at  first,  but  when  I  toltl  them  what 
the  Lonl  luul  done  for  thee  in  the  way,  and  how  thou 
ha.Lst  pr.-ached  in  the  synagogue  at  Damascus,  they 
received  thee  with  joy."     "  Ves,"  said  Paul,  "  and  from 
th.it  time  I  was  recognized  as  a  bn.thtr  by  those  whom 
I  h.:d  s  )ight  to  desti-oy  ;  but  the  authorities,  whose 
muiicious  purposes  I  ha«l  been  furiously  executing,  all 
turned  against  me.     They  prepared  for  me  bonds^Lnd 
imprisonment ;  but  He  who  called  me  into  His  service 
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Rlways  hIimmI  V>y  iiie,  and  delivered  me  out  of  the  hands 
or  my  enemies.  He  showed  what  great  things  I  must 
suttVr  for  His  sake :  but  He  said :  '  l>e  of  good  cheer ; 
there  is  a  cn)wn  of  righteousness  laid  up  for  thee,' 
and  through  the  influence  of  His  grace,  I  could  say 
that  '  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I 
my  life  dear  rnto  me,  so  that  I  might  finish  my  course 
with  joy.' "  Paul  then  took  off  his  glorious  crown, 
and  held  it  up  before  the  vast  congregation  and  said  : 
"  Look  at  this  cmwn,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
Judge,  has  given  to  me.,  These  jewels  will  never  fade, 
but  retain  their  lustre  for  ever.  While  on  the  earth, 
the  Lord  favoured  me  vrith  a  vision  of  this  holy  place, 
r  heard  the  hai-ps  of  angels  and  the  voices  of  the  re- 
deemed in  joyful  concert,  and  I  had  such  a  taate  of 
their  exquisite  happiness,  that  ever  after  I  had  a  desire 
for  their  fellowship.  After  this  I  could  speak  by  way 
( >f  c<  »ntrast  of  the  sufferings  of  time  and  these  eternal 
pleasure.s,  in  the  most  emphatic  language.  The  for- 
mer appeared  nothing  to  me,  and  the  latter,  too  great 
for  the  human  mind  to  comprehend,  or  the  power  of 
the  most  exalted  hmguage  to  describe ;  and  now  I 
know  what  it  is  by  happy  experience."  While  the 
apostle  \vas  8|>t»akir»g,  the  assembly  tuned  their  harps 
for  a  song  of  praise,  an<l  as  he  resumed  his  seat,  they 
aftng  in  a  most  melodious  manner : — ' 
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"  Worship,  honor,  power,  liiul  bleMing, 
Thou  art  wortliy  to  receive, 
Loudest  praises  without  ce4Ming, 
Meet  it  is  for  us  to  give. 

Help,  ye  bright  aiigelio  spirits. 
Bring  your  sweetest,  noblest  laya ; 

Help  to  sing  our  Saviour's  merits, 
Help  to  chant  Iininanuel's  praise." 

After  this  another  pei>M>n  arose,  who  held  in  his 
hand  a  pahii  hranch,  and  he  said:  "I  was  born  and 
brought  up  among  a  band  of  Jewish  thieves,  and  all  ui y 
life  wa.s  spent  in  theft  and  robbery,  and  for  my  crimes  I 
was  crucified.  But  there  hung  another  beside  me.and  »us 
my  life  was  sl«»wly  ebliing  out,  I  crie<l :  '  Lord,  remem- 
ber me  when  Thou  comest  into  Thy  Kingdom  ';  and  Ho 
smiled  upon  me  thiough  His  mortal  pain,  and  said : 
'To-day  shalt  thou  lie  with  Me  in  paradise.'      And 
ever  since  that  day  I  have  been  serving  Him  in  His 
temple.     Here  hynuiing  His  high  and  worthy  pmise 
in  swelling  chorus  with  His  own  mnsomed  children — 
here  wearing  the  n)bes  in  which  He  clothed  mi  —the 
crown  with  which  He  crowned  me  ;  and  singing  as  I 
always  mean  to  sing  :  '  Now  unto  Him  who  hath  loved 
me,  and  washed  me  from  my  sins  in  His  blood,  to  Him 
be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.' " 

He  had  no  sooner  sat  down  than  the  whole  congre- 


^^^Hff^fm^ 


•SPPi 


70 


WITHIW   THE    PCARI.r  OATM. 


gati(»n  SIIH);  with  a  l<>u<l  v..ic.- :      HhII.-IujhIi  !  for  ilir 
Lord  (J<kI  oiiiiiijxitciit  rii<,'iittli  !"     iKt-jMr  aii<i  dcriMT 
8till  i-olltti  the  iiiiifhty  chiinis  tVi»iii  the  millions  aMHciii- 
bltnl  iH'iH'atli  tlu- sainiliiif-liulitol  .loim •;  ami  tio  the 
s«)uinl  of  tilt!  voicf.s  aiitl  instnniiciit.H  luul  <Iie<la\va\. 
there  anwe  a  person  of  somewhat  striking,'  appt^arance. 
and  8aiil :  "  I  am  I.azarls,  the  lK'jjr«rHr  \vh«»  twed  to  sit 
at  the  rich  man's  gate.     In  conse»|Ueiice  of  phyaicHl 
intinnity,  I  was  neeessitated  t«»  sit  hy  the  waynide  and 
at  the  gates  of  the  affluent,  asking  alms,     I  saw  the 
rich  arrayed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  faring  sump- 
tuously  every  day,  whilst  I,  the  servant  of  the  Most 
High,  was  dejwndent  on  the  eharity  of  othei-s.      I 
«»ften  tried  to  reconcile  these  things,  l»ut  found  them 
inexplicalile  ;  nevertheless,  in  the  midst  of  all  my  pov- 
erty,  I  felt  a  joy  to  which  many  who  moved  in  the 
higher  circles  of  life  were  strangers.     The  Lord  was 
pleased  to  cut  sliort  the  <lav8  of  my  pilgrimage.     I 
remember  the  last  of  my  l»egging  day.s.     The  night 
shmles  were  gathering  ai-ound  the  plains  of  Jordan,  as  I 
with  great  difficulty  reached  what  I  called  my  home. 
I  crept  l»en«'ath  the  torn  canvas  of  my  tent,  and  lav 
down  to  rest.  l»eing   conscioihs   that  my   last  api>eal 
tor  the  Viread  tha*  periaheth  had  Irh-u  made.     Though 
the  presence  ut  no  earthly  friend  cheered  me  as  I 
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walkwl  through  the  Mhwlow  of  «l«.ath,  1  filt  tho  nul 
aihI  Ht^iMT  of  CkttVn  proniist'  hikI  piwiT  NUHtain  ine,  so 
that  I  wan  enabled  to  ♦•xelniin :  '  T  will  fenr  no  evil.'  As 
I  fame  near  to  this  celestial  eit y,  I  felt  the  heavenly 
breezes  fan  my  brow.  an<l  its  nipturi's  thrill  my  soul : 
ami  lo !  an<l  >)ehold,  th«'re  apptMriil  a  host  *)f  shining' 
ones  at  the  jfates,  who,  on  wings  of  fire,  l>ore  down 
t<)war«l  me,  and  taking  nie  in  their  ai  iiis,  brought  me 
here,  wht  re  th«i  surroundings  M'hieh  made  my  eaithlv 
<Mip  8o  bitter  are  unknown." 

Afti-r  Laz.ari'S  had  resumeil  his  .seat,  Polyparp 
sttHxl  up  and  gave  a  ilescription  of  the  times  in  whieh 
h»'  lived,  and  the  stitt'erings  he  endure<l  for  the  testi- 
mony <»f  a  g<KKl  conscience;  and  as  he  pointed  t(»  a 
host  of  martyi-s  Mho  were  seatefl  around  him  on 
thi-ones  of  light,  he  said:  "Your  death  wns  morf 
p>tent  than  your  lives,  in  convincing  our  enemies  of 
the  tnith  of  the  great  <lfK'trines  j-ou  taught.  In  tin- 
midst  uf  the  fires  j-ou  hUhm\  unmoved.  You  are  tu< 
longer  the  victims  of  persecutions,  ]»ut  coii(|uerors. 
crowned  with  i>iimort«l  honoui-s,  which  will  remain 
untarnished  when  the  smoke  of  the  la.st  great  funeral 
pile  shall  wrap  the  heavens  in  the  pall  of  night.'' 
"  Amongst  that  great  iin:ltitude  T  .saw  Hugh  Latimer, 
who  would  not  ajwdogize  for  the  truth  j)reached  ;  th«' 
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Tlicltaii  1(  j^noii.  six  hundred  and  sixty-six,  who  died 
ior  their  faith  ; — the  eight  hundrcil  and  •■ighty-four 
thoixsand  who  jK'Hshed  for  (Jhrist  durini,'  the  persecu- 
tions of  Diocletian  ;  Felicitus  of  Rome  and  her  chil- 
<h'en, — one  of  wliom  was  whipped  to  death  with  thorns, 
another  Hung  fr(^>ni  a  rock,  another  hehea<led.  There 
wjis  John  Bradford,  who  said,  in  the  tire  :  '  We  shall 
have  a  happy  supper  with  the  Lord  to-night';  also, 
Henry  Voes,  who  exclaimed  :  '  If  1  had  ten  hetyls, 
they  should  all  fall  oti'for  Christ.'  The  eighteen  thou- 
sand Scottish  Covenanters  who  perished  in  one  perse- 
cution: Hugh  MeKail,  Jaujes  Ren  wick,  John  Brown, 
and  others,  whose  words  are  the  hattle-shout  of  the 
church  militant.  They  went  on  weary  feet  through 
the  glens  oH  Scotland,  and  crawled  Up  the  crags  on 
their  hands  and  knees :  but  now  they  follow  Christ 
for  whom  they  so  nobly  fought  anri  bled.  Bishop 
Hooper,  and  Rogers  (prebendary  of  St.  Paul's),  and 
Archbishop  (^ranmer,  who  got  his  courage  back  in 
time  to  save  his  soul ;  and  Anne  Askew,  who  at  twen- 
ty-five years  of  age,  rather  than  forsake  her  God, 
submitted  first  to  the  rack  without  a  groan,  and  then 
went  with  bones  so  dislocated  that  she  had  to  be  car- 
ried on  a  chair  to  the  staike,  and  died  praying  for  her 
murderers.     By  the  side  of  these  stootl  the  Pnttestants 


WITHIN  THE  PEARLY  RATES. 


81 


who  fell  ill  Paris,  in  Lyons,  in  Orleans,  and  in  Bor- 
deaux. They  were  thrown  out  of  windows,  and  nian- 
acled,  and  torn,  and  slain.  Tluy  wtw  surrounded  hy 
an  innumerahle  host,  who  like  thcin  had  suffered  for 
the  testimony  of  a  g<HHl  (••mscifnc*-.  As  they  cast 
their  crowns  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  tliert-  whs  lieard  the 
most  entrancing  liarmonies,  wliieh  inereast'd  in  power, 
till  the  nnisic  surged  around  tin-  throne  likr  ocean- 
billows  against  a  rocky  heach. 

After  this  Wy(  KLIFKE  arose,  and  gave  a  description 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  the  prevalence  of  super- 
stition— men  trembling  before  priestcraft — and  how 
he  was  supported  by  divine  power  luider  the  most 
severe  trials.  "  The  Lord  of  hosts, "  said  he  "  was  with 
me,  and  the  G«xl  of  Jacob  was  my  refuge.  Though  I 
was  permitted  quietly  to  die  in  my  lied,  yet  after  my 
body  had  reposed  for  yeais  in  the  grave,  my  lx)nes 
were  dug  up  by  my  enemies  and  biiiiit  to  ashes,  think- 
ing by  doing  this  they  would  cast  reproach  upon  my 
memory.  My  ashes  were  tlien  thrown  into  an  adjoin- 
ing brook  named  tlie  Swift,  and  were  conveyed  by  it 
into  the  Avon,  and  thence  into  the  Severn,  ami  from 
the  Severn  into  the  narrow  .seas,  and  then  into  the 
main  oceaD  :  but  when  the  Archangel  shall  summon 
the  dead  to  ari§e,  every  atoui  of  my  body  which  my 
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enemies  tried  toilestroy  shall  Iw  n -imit(<l.im<l  fashion- 
ed after  the  similitude  of  the  sicitnd  Aduiii,  and  I 
shall  stand  acquitted  in  the  j>n'seu<f  <>t"  n»y  aeeusei-s 
by  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth."' 

Wycklikke  hrtvinfj;  sat  down,  LrriiKK  arose,  and  af- 
ter pausing  for  a  moment,  said  :  "  Beloved  l.rethren,  it 
is  with  unspeakable  joy  that  I  rise  to  Ix'ar  my  testimony 
to  the  power  of  divine  gi-aee.  (>■  how  enraptured  I 
have  bt!en  while  listening  to  the  experienee  of  my 
great  predecessor,  to  the  re<'itai  «.f  his  heroic  struggles 
in  the  cause  of  truth,  counting  not  his  life  dear,  that 
he  might  finish  his  course  with  joy,  and  hear,  fi-om  his 
Master's  lips,  the  plau«lit :  '  WoW  done,  thou  goo<l  and 
faithful  servant.'"  Turninj;  to  Wvcklifte,  he  said: 
"O  how  happy  I  am  to  meet  with  thee."  Wycklifte 
arose,  and  t»iking  Luther  l»y  the  Jian«l,  said :  "  My 
brother,  my  V»n»ther,  it  is  with  joy  1  greet  thee.  Thou 
wroughtest  a  work  ju  thy  day  which  an  archangel 
would  have  deemed  it  an  onour  to  have  performed. 
Some  attribute  the  gloiy  .)f  the  Reformation  to  me 
and  my  coadjutors,  Vnit  it  is  t  palm  we  amiiot  vave 
plone.  Thou  and  thy  contemporaries  are  entitled  to 
as  great  a  reward  as  we,  who  were  peiiiiitt«'d  U>  .see 
the  grand  results  of  yr  iirpo.se.s.  It  wa.s  for  yoii  to 
sow  the  seed,  and  us  to  reap  the  harvest.     VVhcn  [  in- 
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t.'iv.l  oil  my  career  <.f  usefulness.   I,,o  tlie  Tenth  sat 
oil  til.'  Pnjml  tlirone,  iukI  hjivin<>:  a  desire  t<.  make  St. 
Peter's    the   most    maj,'nifieent    chuivli    in    the   world. 
s.-nt  indulgences  int<.  CJermany  for  sale.     I  said  none 
l>ut  (f(Ml  coul.l  fi.rgive  sins.     Then  the  hattle  opene.l. 
The   lii-st   .shot  had   Vieen   tired,   the   sound   of   which 
shook  the  foundation  of  despotic  Rome,  and  reverher- 
ate.l  through  tlie  luill  of  tyranny,  arousing  th.ai.sands 
fi-om  the  slu  'iDer  of  ages.     After  tlie  first  wave  of 
excitement  ]i:id  passed  over  Euro^ .-.  there  was  a  su<l- 
tlen    calm.      In    .some    min<ls    a    ieacti<»n    t(H)k    place. 
Many  distingui.shed  phiIos..pheis  and  eminent  divines 
upon  whose  support  I  hiid  depended,  Ixcanie  silent  or 
disapprox cd  of  my  course.    1  wr.s  not  a  little  .liscurl>e<! 
and  ilejected.     T  felt  that  T  was  alone  against  Home. 
I  tremV)led  at  the  thought  of  facing  the  whole  autho)-- 
ity  of  the  ( 'huich,  nml  pi-ovoking  the  wrath  of  a  power 
that  kings  and  nations  had  not  for  ages  dared  to  re- 
sist.    I  began  to  rea.son  iluis;     What  .shall    I  <U)  ?— 
shall  I  retreat  ?'    ( 'onscienee  answ(  r<-d  :  '  No  ."    •  Shall 
I  advance  ;-     But  the  future  is  dark  an.l  full  of  peril. 
Shall  I,  i-isking  all,  conio  out  in  open  opposition  to  the 
Pope  ?     But  the  Pope  I  li.-.ve  not  cea.seil  to  reverence : 
his  Church  I  have  not  cea.s.-d  to  love.     Shall  1  deny 
the  truth  of  the  doctrines  which  I  have  preached  smd 
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published  to  the  world  ?  Tliis  would  he  treason 
against  Heaven.'  I  paused  in  deep  niedit*itif>n,  Imt 
s<x>n  light  broke  in  upon  my  mind,  and  my  resc»lntioii 
I'etumed. 

"  My  faith,  kindle<l  with  new  life,  and  trusting  in 
(fod,  I  was  determined  to  a^ivancts  though  the  path 
l>efore  me  was  obscure  and  intricate,  (icrinany  be- 
came aroused  by  my  writings  and  discourses.  The 
Vatican  was  alarmed.  The  Pope  attempted  to  silence 
me,  hut  the  task  was  not  so  easily  performed.  A 
Papal  decree  was  i.ssued  that  my  writings  were  to  be 
burnt,  and  I  was  to  be  an-esti'il  and  sent  to  Rome, 
probably  for  the  .same  purpose.  But  Popish  fires  ami 
decrees  had  .suddenly  lost  their  effiauy.  The  paper 
riamed  up,  but  the  principle  would  not  burn  !  S<K>n 
tlie  Papal  bull  came  thundering  over  the  Alps  to  anni- 
hilate me  at  a  single  blow.  But  I  had  no  ilisposition 
ti)  lie  annihilate*!,  n(»r  even  to  be  excommunicated. 
Taking  the  d(x*ument,  T  returned  to  the  Pope  the  com- 
]»!iment  paid  to  my  own  writings,  kindled  a  fire,  and 
ill  the  presence  of  crowds  of  professors,  students,  and 
citizens  of  Wittenburg.  conmiitted  it  to  the  flames. 
In  that  fire  theie  was  efficacy.  It  was  as  a  beacondight 
kindled  upon  a  mountain  .summit,  to  guide  the  nations 
to  liberty,  to  kuowletlge,  and  U)  haj^piness.     I  was  then 
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sninmonod  Itt'foif  tlif  Din.  Wlmt  a  nuii/niticciit  scene 
was  that  !  Tlie  Diet  ealle-l  tDLfetri.T  tlie  princes. 
<lukes,  ardiliisliops,  Uannis,  and  loids  of'  the  empire. 
M'hoso  spleiiflid  retinues  jxancd  tlin>n(r]i  the  avenue 
leadiiijTj  t<.  the  city  of  VVorm.s.  I  coninienced  my  jour- 
ney ,  notwitlkstaiulin^'  the  remonstrances  of  my  friemls. 
Everywliere  the  p«'ople  H(x;ke(l  ananul  me  to  catcli  a 
sieht  of  tlie  nmn  who  alone  was  going  to  meet  the 
power  and  the  p)mp  of  the  world.  At  the  jrate.s  of 
the  city  a  vast  concourse  of  people  pive  me  a  most 
enthusiastic  reception;  thon.sjinds  followed  me  through 
tlie  streets,  an<l  thou.sands  nure  rushed  t<)  their  d<H)rs. 
Tilt!  ctajitiei"s  oi  the  Pope  were  in  a  jMinic  of  excite- 
ment. Charle.s  the  Fiftji,  turning  t<i  his  confidential 
advisers,  wlio.se  fcjvrs  were  an)u.sed,  whispered:  'Lu- 
ther ha.s  come;  what  must  we  do?'  One  person  recom- 
mended that  I  should  share  the  fate  of  my  brothers, 
Hu.ss  and  Jerome.  But  they  perceivcil  that  such  an 
act  wouhl  neither  suit  the  tiniB,  nor  the  plac«>,  nor  the 
Dceasion.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  put  out 
the  fire  when  it  was  kindled,  so  they  agreed  to  give 
\'\o  a  hearing,  and  accordingly  I  was  c(.inman<le<l  to 
appear  b«>fore  the  council  the  next  day,  at  four  o'cl<K'k 
As  T  approacheil  the  hall,  the  maxses  of  people  ))l(K'ked 
up  the  stxvets,  and  it  was  only  by  the  greatest  effort 
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that  tlu«  .s.il<li»'fs  wiTc  ahlr  t<»  opuii  a  wny  to  th»M'<iun- 
cil  clmiiilMT.  As  I  ••ntHrofl,  a  solemn  siImuv  r»'igin'<l 
itv«'r  tht'  vast  iiml  iinpmiiig  assembly.  Kvery  ♦*%•«  wan 
fixed  ujMtii  iiif.  Hut  oaliu  ami  fearless  1  sImmmI,  the 
sole  ivprcst'iitativf  of  Gixl's  tnith,  and  standinjj  an 
that  nnk,  I  was  inijrhtier  than  them  all.  The  Arch- 
)iishop's  chancellor  arose,  ami  put  tlu-  two  followini; 
ipieiitions  to  me:  -  Dost  thou  admit  that  th«'se  ImkiIvs 
(holdinjj  my  wntinirs  in  liis  hand)  w»'r«'  written  l»y 
thee  !"  Wilt  thou  retnu-t  th»'s«'  works  and  their  e«)n- 
tcnts,  or  dost  th<ai  persist  in  the  things  thou  hast 
.idvanced  f'  The  <|uestions  were  r»'peated  and  varied, 
hut  I  was  inmiovahlc.  Day  after  day  wa,s  thus  con- 
sumed,  and  when  tht'V  eould  hy  no  ixxssihle  meam^ 
It-move  me  from  tlu*  j^itmnd  whieh  I  had  t»iken,  the 
proceedings  wtrt'  liroiight  to  a  elost-  with  a  n'petition 
«)f  the  question:  'Wilt  tliou.or  wilt  thou  not,  retract?' 
T(»  which  T  inst»intly  rt-plit'tl  •  •  Siticc  you  cannot  con- 
vince me  I  am  wnmg,  I  can  and  will  retract  nothin«r. 
Here  I  am;  I  can  do  no  otherwise;  (Jod  help  me  1 
Amen!'  [  then  1hi\vc<1  t^»  the  assemlily,  and  left  the 
council  clianiVter  amiil  tlie  apphuisi-  of  the  multitude. 
I  lived  to  see  evangelical  truth  ilivide  Kun)pe  with 
Popery.  I  standanumgstyou.a  monument  of  .sovereigi. 
giucfc      Some  w1k»  w«'re.  through  ignorance,  my  ene- 
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liiu\H  uii  I'artli  »ut'  iK'w  tli>'  cliil<li<'H  of  inn\  ami  tin* 
paituktis  of  Hi.s  ,<,'I"iy  Sweet  is  now  t>nr  ffllu\v.slii|i 
and  aMilitii,'  an-  (an  joys.  T<»  Him  v\lio  sit.s  uimui  tin- 
tlir(»in!  we  will  Hs«nlM'  tlu'  praise-." 

After  lit  THEK  hadsjif  down.  Wll. 1.1AM  S.VWTHK  (oiicr 
pari.sh  prif.st  tif  St.  '  >sitli«'.s,  L<aidoii)  aiiwc  and  sjiid  : 
"  I   lived  on  tlie  earth  in  the  time  of  the  ^neat   jM-rsf- 
cuti<H»,  and  w.j.s  the  first  martyr  of  th<-  Reformation 
ia  England,  iM-eati.se  1  would  not  wor.shij)  the  erucitix 
and  teac;h  and  helieve  the  diK-trine  of  transuKstantia- 
tion.     I  was  inanded  as  a  her«'tie,  and  la-ought  U'fore 
ti      primate  and  six  other  hishops  in  the  (.'athe<lral  of 
St.  Paul's,  and  aftt-r  Injing  (h;;raded,  »•>  they  tluaight. 
ItV  depriving  me  of  my  priestly  onlers,  Arundel,  Arch- 
bish»)p  of  Canterbury,  then  delivered       ■  over  t«»  the 
secular  ctaat,  and   I  wa    tried  and  condeuuied  to  die. 
After  which  I   was  eon      yed  to  Smithtield,  ami  there 
in  the  presence  of  an  i      uiated  p(M)ple,  my  iKwly  was 
consumed  by  tire;  but  while  the  earthly  t*ibernae!  • 
was  bttiniT  dissolved,  the  inner  man  became  stronger. 
and  I  pjissed   through   the  ti.ry  ordeal   unimiMiired. 
To  thee,  ()  l.K)rd,  I  would  aserilte  the  praise." 

After  Sawtuk  sat  down.  John  Badhy,  of  Gloucester, 
arose  and  remarked:    •  [  lived  on  the  earth  w  hea  la- 
ther Sp/tre  sealed   the  truth   with   liis1!H.d:  I   was 
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like    him,  ci)n<ifiiiiK><l   for   what  our    « miuics   oillM 
h»'it\s\ .  I>y  the  Bishop  of  Woivcsti  r.      1  n  m  jN-d  thiit 
ifc  WH.S  iiiiiM>s.sil)if  tliiit  any  j)n<'.st  could  iiiivkf  th<'  Ixnly 
o£f'hn.sts»irmnu!it)iJ,  for  vvliich  f  wns  I  nought  }K'l',»re 
th(5  Aichl>i.sho|»  «if  Ciuitfrhui}  ,  Hiid  l-cing  firm  in  tny 
oijnvictions,  1  wius  coiuii'mned  to  ilif.     I'liiue  Hi-iiry, 
iiftcnviinls  KiiijT  Hi'iiry  tin.-  Fifth,  wuh  present  at  my 
oxix'ution,  wlio  urged  mo  to  save  my  life  by  s;'')nnt- 
ting  t<)  tho  judijment  of  the  ( 'hurclu     Tho  Ik)x  of  the 
sucrumeut  was  then  i>rt  uglit  fuith  hy  the  Prior  of  St. 
Bartliolomew'.s,  twelve  tonhe.s  I leiiig  carried  iM-fon^t; 
hut  whcJi  it  was  presented  to  me,  as  1  st<KKl  in  an 
empty  cask,  cluuned  to  the  stake,  with  faggots  piled 
around  me,  I  still  cjiiled  it  hall<tv.  .d   bread  and  not 
Goil's  Inxly;  then  the  fatjil   Mre   was  kindled:      My 
cries  for  mercy  touched  the  heart  of  the  iJiince,  wiio 
ordt     I  the  tire  to  be  (punched,  hoping  to  prevail  on 
me  to  reamt,  ofTering  me  at  the  same  time  a  pension 
for  life;  bi^t  I  continued  firm  in  my  convicti«)ii  res- 
iM'cting   the    i'opish  tlognia.      I   wa.-    n-placed   in  the 
uisk.and  the  ti"e  wius  rekindled,  and  1  expired,  calling 
on  Christ  to  reciiive  my  spirit." 

As  Badhv  Silt  down,  there  arose  the  sweetest  har- 
mony from  the  celestial  choristei-s.  The  music  had 
tcaroely  ceased  to  reverberate  along  t   e  corridors  of 
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thf!  c<'l»)8ti.  '  tt'iiiplt  .  whrii  iiiKitlu'i'  |iiis.  :i  ar(«,c,  wim 
Heeincd  Ut  U-  wfll  Kiniwii.  As  hv  s;u\cv.<l  tlic  iiii^jlity 
throng  aroui))!  him,  he  tri<'<l -.  "My  iiauif  is  .loiiN 
BUNYAN,  a  sinner  s*ivc<l  l>y  ^racc"  On  hearing  this, 
the  whole  cxmgre^jatiou  rusf  ami  >aitg : — 

*  How  CAD  it  \h-,  thuu  heavenly  King, 
That  thou  shuiihist  uf«  to  glory  bring  ? 
Make  Hlaves  the  partnem  of  thy  throne, 
Devk'il  with  u  aever-fudiiig  crown?" 

"  As  to  my  tiarfchly  liiiuagr,"  i-ontintUMl  Bunyan,  "  it  is 
soon  rehj,t«!il.  I  canif  fi-om  the  common  liighways  of 
life.  Al»out  my  crimes  there  was  no  polish  ;  I  wa«  a 
stranger  to  Vhh\,  and  without  hope  in  the  world.  I 
was  wont  to  lend  the  holy  Sabliath  in  unhallowe<l 
recrcatitui.  One  SabliHth,  while  making  prepara- 
tions for  a  match  at  f<wtl»all,  on  the  village  green,  I 
was  seriously  impressed  hy  a  cir'umstuiice  that  hap- 
pened. The  Mme  for  "ommenceinent  w>us  announce*! 
by  the  ringing  of  the  church-lK-lis.  Whi'  this  wjus 
beir'jf  dout*,  lK)th  the  rini^erH  were  killed 
lightning,  which  entered  the  U'lfry.  Thi 
incidents,  contributed  all  the  more  u> 
mind  with  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and 
of  being  prepared  for  death.  I  was  ha 
with  terrible  thoughts.     I  could  hanlly  Un    •'  had  a 
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iiioif   \i\i«l    i<kii  nf  lifll.   without    Liiii!.'    in    "       ''Ji** 
Hildf  at  «\iiy  jxiiiit  »i|»|M'Hr»M|  n<;Miii.st  im-  .  it  was  pn-- 
Miit.'l  to  my  iiiiinl  ill  <lita»lif<l  ami  s<iiiic\vli»it  tfml)l»' 
tVa;,'iin'iit^,  Itioktii  ori"  tVom  l.uiniM;,' l"'**-^*}-"'^- '*"*''i  "** 
— ■  rfji'<-tt'<l '     •  hath  m>  ti.r:;i\  rm'SN  '     •  n<>  j)hu-f  of  i 
jM'iitanci-.'      At  one  tiiii'-    I    t'fit,  a>   if  imjM-ih-il   l.y  a 
siihtic  hiihlfii  a^'.-my,  iiiclim'<l  to  im|>ujLcn  t)if  .iiviii.' 
.suvcrfijfiity.  to  otli-r    to    my    (»»m1    oniy      .la>i»li»'my  ; 
at  aiiotht  1,  I  wcmltl  «oiuhnlf  I  had  i<itaiiily  roiiimit- 
ttMl  tht;  hill  aj,'aiii>t  thf   Hc'y  i  Jhost ;  thi-n  fn.m  th»' 
ivjjioii  of  rt'tiilaitioii   I    vvouhl  sui»|M).st'  that  I   heard 
th«^  voin-s  of  such  outcasts  as  Judas  talliufi;  out  to  im\ 
ami  in  artri<(lit('<l  t-mphasis  aswrtinu  -  '  Thou  art  one 
of  tis  :'    The  conrtict,  ho\v«vt  r.  at  leuj^th  nased.     The 
truth  which,  under  stah  circumstances,  can  alone  give 
peiMje,  I  U'lieved.     The  contrast  w  hich  tlien  presented 
itself  was  ahnost  overwhehnin^'      I    c<aild   not  have 
thou^'ht  that  there  liad  heen  in  reversion  foi'  me  such 
treasures  of  jussurance  and  jwiace.     Thi-  aspect  of  every- 
thing was  altere<l,  the  night  of  niy  spintual  ignorance 
had  departed,  and  the  cU)U<lless  morn  of  gospel  day 
broke  ujMrtJ  my  spirit.      I  threw  ott"  the  giave  clothes 
of  moral  death,  and  having  felt  the  jjower  •>f  His  re- 
surrection, I  went  forth  testifying  of  the  things  w  hich 
I  hatl  seen  and  heard.     In  «  plain  and  unassuming 
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wftv,  [  <li.soourM«Ml  u>  tin*  villa^i  i».  ii|h>',  tli<>,si-  )triiu'i|)l<*.H 
wliirh  lin»l  beooiiu'  so  iMi<l<'Hn-<l  tonic  'I'Ium,  iMtwcvcr, 
conltl  not  lie  t«>ii>rati-)|.  hoinir  ;^ikm|  itiilfSN  in  oiif 
way,  and  that  pn-MTilMtl  \,y  tin-  |«i\\trs  tliat  Ik-  -  was 
made  puni*'.  »!♦■.  Kor  pnwliiii';  to  n  ^' "W  |M'Oj>lf  in 
a  small  vil  «,  ■  .dll*'<l  Klstow,  I  wm.h  tnktu  into  custoiiy 
and  brouj(ht  l^'forc  a  iiiaj^i.f  rtitr.  Tlic  .srntmn' j»a.ss«M| 
upon  nie  by  JustiiT  Kft-iiii  (wiio  in  his  cxtn-nu*  nini- 
plicity  H,s  well  us  lii^^h  vt-nnation  t' n-  fstaltlitihed 
usances,  had  a.s.serted  that  the  li<H»k  "f  ( 'ounnon  Pray«'i 
had  iMM'n  in  nan  evt-r  Hin<*f  tin- a|H>.sf  les' tinieM)  wa.s  : 
'  Hear  your  iudj,'nient ;  you  must  Imj  l*ack  again 

to  prison,  and  then*  lie  tor  three  months,  tuid  then,  if 
you  ilo  n«>t  submit  to  j;o  to  ehureh,  to  hear  divine  wr- 
viee,  and  leave  your  preaehin;;,  y»»u  must  \>*i  l>anished 
the  realm  :  and  after  that,  if  you  should  l»e  found  in 
the  realm,  without  special  lieense  from  the  king,  you 
will  1m'  hanged  by  the  neck  for  it.  I  tell  yt)U  plainly. 
On  lu-aring  this,  in  lieu  of  i|uailing.  the  Lord  Iteing 
ujy  helper,  1  replied  :  '  1  am  at  a  jxtint  with  y'ju  ;  if  I 
was  out  of  prison  to-day,  I  would  preach  the  gc^pel 
a<;ain  tt»-morrt)W,  bv  the  help  of  (jikI.'     Back  I  was 

~  *  I 

taken  to  the  jail,  which  was  said  to  Ik-  the  niont  damp 
and  unwholesi.  lie  in  the  king's  dominions.  If  I  ha«l 
stood  in  the  world  alone  I   would  have  heeded  little, 
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Imt  (les|)«)tisin  took  iiu'  from  my  wife  and  four  little 
ones,  one  «»f  whom  whs  Idind.  This  w»is  one  of  the 
bitterest  ingredients  in  my  cup ;  it  wjis  like  puUinj^ 
otf  the  ttesh  from  mv  Indies.  However,  the  Lord  jfave 
me  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  jailor,  an<l  he  allowed  my 
jKJor  blind  child  to  visit  me  daily.  Towards  evening, 
the  appearance  of  the  turnkey  w»is  the  signal  for  our 
separation.  I  then,  as  I  was  wont,  commended  to  the 
(JrcKi  of  the  innocent  my  unprotected  one  :  kissed  her  ; 
then  gave  her  to  the  jailor,  who  closed  the  interview 
by  leading  her  away,  and  locking  me  up  for  the  night. 
Shut  out  from  human  intercoui-se,  I  sought  ius{)iration 
and  solace  from  a  couple  of  books,  which  became  my 
beloved  companions.  My  prison  library,  though  not 
large,  was  very  select.  I  read  alternately  the  Bible 
and  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs.  These  not  only  increased 
n»y  store  of  information  in  relation  to  the  holiest  truths, 
but  evidently  added  to  my  ardour,  and  all  the  better 
prepared  me,  if  circumstances  had  determined  it,  to 
have  passed  from  the  solitude  of  a  cell  to  the  publicity 
of  a  scaffold.  I  was,  however,  spared  martyrdom, 
which  many  of  you  around  me  were  called  to  suffer ; 
but  I  was  confined  as  a  prisoner  upwards  of  twelve 
years.  During  the  latter  part  of  my  imprisonment 
the  jailor  treated  me  with  great  leniency,  allowing  me 
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frequently  t<>  lwiv«  for  the  day  or  the  night,  and  return. 
This,  however,  having  l»eeu  niKHte.i  by  some  of  my 
enemies  to  the  prelates,  an  officer  was  sent  down  by 
the  government  to  detect  both  turnkey  and  prisoner. 
The  officer  was  to  go  to  the  jail  unexpectedly,— to  go 
during  the  night     On  that  very  night  1  had  leave  of 
absence.     I  was  at  home,  but  I  could  not  sleep ;  no, 
not  at  all!     I  hwird  a  voice  repeat,  over  and  over 
again :  '  the  jail,  the  jail ;  you  must  go  now.'     I  list- 
ened ;  I  obeyed  ;  walked  rapidly  down  the  «iuiet  streets 
of  the  city,  reached  the  prison— awoke  the  jailor  (who 
having  no  liking  for  being  disturWd  in  his  sleep  at  so 
late  an  htmr,  blamed  me  for  coming  at  all).     I,  how- 
ever, knew  what  I  wjus  aUmt,  and  hurried  to  my  cell 
Shortly  afterwards,  the  govenunent  officer  came.  Ad- 
dressing the  turnkey,  he  enquired  :  '  Are  all  the  pri- 
soners safe  ?'     'Yes.'     '  Is  John  Bunyan  safe  ?•     'Yes.' 
'  Let  me  see  him.'     I  was  brought ;  the  officer  was 
satisfied,  ami  returning,  reixu'ted  all  was  right.     On 
his  retiring,  the  turnkey  said  to  me  :  '  You  may  go  out 
again  when  you  think  proper,  for  you  know  when  to 
return  better  than  I  can  tell  you.'     Truly  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  encampeth  around  them  that  fear  Him.  From 
prison,  howe\  er,  I  was  at  length  released.  I  came  forttl 
from  my  solitude,  onh-  to  spread  more  widely  the  pcux< 
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cipl»'.s  fi»r  tlio  proiniilgiitioii  of  whifh  I  lm<l  been  ilii- 
prisoiu'd.  I  Im'cjuiu^  thi'  angri  of  tin*  Baptist  chuirh  at 
Bciifonl,  wlit-ro  I  pnKdainu'd  th<^  iinstiarchablo  riches 
of  C/hrist  to  my  fcllow-nicn.  The  ia.st  act  of  my  piilt- 
lic  life  wjus  to  reconcile  an  otieude<l  father  to  his  son. 
DiU'ing  tlie  jonniey  1  wns  «lr«'nche<l ;  fever  ciisikhI,  iukI 
then  thiath.  I  was  called  to  pasH  through  the  river 
over  which  there  is  no  hriilge.  On  reaching  the  gates 
of  tliis  glorions  city,  the  trumpeters  announceil  loudly 
my  arrival,  and  ah  I  entered  I  was  tmnsforme<l — was 
clothed  with  raimPTit  white  as  snow — and  heanl  a  nnil- 
titude  of  voices  saying:  'Enter  thou  int<»  the  joy  of 
thv  Lord.'  Then,  as  with  the  sound  of  manv  waters, 
and  Jis  tlu^  voice  of  many  thunderings,  the  chorus  as- 
cended :  '  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  jxiwer. 
he  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto 
the  Launh,  for  ever  and  ever.'" 

After  BUNYAX  had  .sat  down,  there  appeared  a  glo- 
rious company,  nenr  the  throne.  These  were  "  th»> 
pilgrim  fathers."  One  of  them,  whose  name  w»vs  John 
Bu.vDKoRl),  ai"o8e,  and  said  : — 

"  Most  of  3'ou  have  heard  of  the  trial  ot  our  faith 
How  I  and  fortynme  of  niy  brethren,  with  our  fami- 
lies, were  ni^cessitated  to  leave  the  land  of  our  birth, 
and  seek  an  asylum  l>eyoiul  the  seas ;  because  we  ei»uld 
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not  conscientiously  confon  1 1  to  th.-  rsteMisln'd  r.li;,Moii 
oi  the  Sutv.  W».  fouihl  it  difficult  at  all  tiin.-s  t.. 
reconcih'  the  love  of  Uo^l  witli  the  dispensjitions  of  his 
pn)vi(lenoe  ;  but  what  then  apix-ared  intricate  an.  I 
inysteriojis,  has  Im.h  iwcale.!.  Our  migration  wjis, 
hy  the  effectual  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  nuaiiN 
of  turning  many  fn.ni  .larkness  t^.  light,  an.l  from  th. 
poAver  of  Satan  to  (}«h1.  To  Thee,  ()  I»r.l,  w.-  woiil.l 
give  the  glory." 

Aft«'r  Bradford  had  .si>oken,  the  mightv  coneoui-s.- 
anv^,  and  cast  their  cn)wns  at  the  feet  «.f  Jesus,  an.l 
M-ith  harp  and  voice  sung  a  hymn  of  praise,  which 
increase<l  in  majesty  and  power,  till  Mount  Zion  sh.K.k 
to  the  music  of  the  heavenly  woi-shippers.  L«tng  after 
the  celestial  choristers  h;ul  kid  aside  their  instruments, 
I  could  hiar  the  strair.s  t»f  s.ured  harmony  r»'Vt'rl»erat- 
ing  like  the  distjint  nnnniur  of  an  «»eean-tempest anionic 
the  everlawtinir  hills. 

Margaret  Wri.soN,th.'  maiden  martyr  of  Scotlan.I. 
next  arose,  and  siiid  :  '  Wh.-n  I  lived  u|>ou  the  earth, 
it  was  a  great  tinu;  of  siim-iing  t..  the  sjiints  in  Sc<»t- 
land.  You  have  heard  of  the  holy  ( 'ovenanters,  many 
of  whom  perished  at  the  stjike  for  their  principles. 
We  used  to  meet  for  divine  worship  in  the  caves  of 
the  mountaiiiii,  and  upon  the  sea  sliore;  and  there. 
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anii(i  mountain  and  <K'ean  solitude,  we  poure<l  out  our 
souls  to  Go«l.     Being  zealous  for  the  I^ml  of  hosts, 
and  not  being  ashamed  to  c«mfess  Him  before  men,  I 
wns  arrested  and  taken  to  priswrn,  and  was  afterwards 
tried  ami  condemned  to  death  for  my  faith.     Many  of 
vou  here  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  closing  scene 
of  mv  lif«'."     At  this  moment  one  of  the  Covenanters 
arose  and  sp>ke  of  the  last  nioments  of  this  Christian 
heroine.      '  Yes,"  he  said,  "  many  of  us  witnessed  our 
sister's  last  moments  on  the  earth.     It  wa.s  on  the 
shore  of  Solway  Firth  that  she  gave  up  her  life  for 
the  Lord's  sake.     The  tide  was  flowing  rapidly  in,  and 
the  shore  was  crowde«l  with  groups  of  weeping  spec- 
tators.     All  eyes  were  fixed  on  two  objects  out  on 
the  wet  sands  ;   two  women,  each  tied  to  a  stake. 
Many  a  prayer  went  up  to  heaven  to  (-hrist,  for  Him 
to  help  them  in  this  their  hour  of  need.     The  elder  of 
the  two  was  staked   farthest  out.      Margaret  stocnl 
b<«md,  a  fair  sacrifice,  near  the  sh«ne.     The  big  billows 
enme  niUing  on,  «leath  riding  on  the  crest  of  each  wave. 
The  waters  rose  higl.er  and  higher,  till,  amid  a  scream 
and  cry  of  horror  from  the  shore,  the  les.sening  form  of 
her  that  had  death  first  to  face,  was  lost  in  the  foam 
of  the  surging  waters  !     The  tide  recedes,  but  only 
to   return    uyiiin,   leaving   the   sufferer    gasping   for 
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brenth.  Then  cam*-  Margaret's  trial,  and  her  nohle 
answer  I  Her  murderers  aj  proarh  and  ask  :  '  What 
sei'st  thou  yonder  ?'  pointing  to  her  companion  in 
the  agonies  of  deat}'.  '  O !'  she  said,  with  a  smile, 
'  T  se<'  Christ  suffering  in  one  of  His  members.'  No- 
hV  answer  !  The  tide  rose  higher  and  higher,  and 
sof)n  the  spirit  of  Margaret  left  its  sea-washed  tene- 
ment to  join  her  companion  before  this  throne." 

John  Wesley,  the  father  of  Methodism,  next  an )se ; 
on  either  side  of  him  sat  a  host  of  worthies,  as  glorious 
as  mortal  eye  ever  beheld  ;  among  whom  were  Mr. 
.ind  Mrs.  Wesley,  Charles  Wesley,  Counte.ss  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, .Tames  Hervey,  John  Fletcher,  Mrs.  Fletcher, 
Mrs.  Rogers,  Elizabeth  Rowe,  Coke,  John  Nelson, 
Oliver,  Clarke,  Watstm,  Benson,  Smith,  Stoner,  Bram- 
well,  Nfwton,  the  eloquent  and  pious  RoV)ert  Hall,  of 
Leicester ;  Bascom,  Simpson,  Andrews,  of  America ; 
and  a  great  number  who  lived  at  this  perio<l,  and 
who  devoted  their  lives  to  the  service  of  Got]. 

Wesley  turned  to  Whitfield,  and  .said  : '  T  am  glad 
to  .see  thee  here  !"  "  My  brother,"  replied  Whitfiehi, 
"  it  is  all  of  grace."  "  True,"  said  Wesley,  "  '  By  grace 
are  we  saved  through  faith.'  As  I  lo4tk  ai-oimd,  and 
see  so  mp-  V  who  were  once  our  companions  in  the 
.  iile  of  c        ,  how  happy  I  feel.     I  must  acknowledge 
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the  result  of  our  laKmrs  has  far  exceeded  my 
s;mguine  t-xpeotHtions.     As  you  are  aware,  my  lw«- 
ihieri.it  was  a  most  critical  period  for  England,  when 
Methodism  t<K.k  its  rise,  as  a  seed  from  the  celestial 
IMiadise,  planted  liy  the  intinitely  wise  Husbandman 
i.i  the  garden  «  .   Europe,  watered  by  the  enriching 
streams  that  tlow  from  unfler  the  tlireshold  of  the 
.sjuictuarv.     It  grew  and  spreA4l  its  branches  as  the 
tre.-  that  yielde<l  li.  r  fruit  every  month,  and  whose 
IvHVes  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations;  or,  if  I 
niiiy  1m"  allowed  to  chang«'  the  metaphor,  it  rose  as  a 
lumiiii)us   mountain,  to  dignify  the  era  of  its  com- 
inv'neement,   ;ind    the    place    M'here    it   appeared.     It 
ejttepdid  its  l>ise  until  it  became  commensurate  with 
tju<  <»hor('s  .)■   ill,.   British   Isles.     Noi.  restrained  to 
tli^st.'   limits,  it  spread  over  sea  and   land,  and  rose 
W'^dufr  and  higher,  until  its  summit  reached  the  alti- 
tude of  the  skies,  and  was  crowned  with  the  stars  of 
heaven — not  stars  created  for  a  limited  duration,  but 
such  as  shall  shine  without  end ;  for  they  who  turn 
many  to  righteotisness,  shall  shine  as  the  stai-s  for 
ever  and  eVer.     Its  light  (H  verged  to  the  wast  and  to 
the  west,  to  the  north  an«;  to  the  south ;  its  resplen- 
dent iK'ams   .shone  over   the    empires  of   the   world, 
to  enlighten  the  remotest  region  of  ignorance,  super- 
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Stition,  and  idolatry,  and  to  spread  the  knowledge  .,f 
the  everlasting  gosp,  I  amongst  those  who  knew  nut 
Ood.     What  a  granrl  aii.l  elevating  thought,  that  thr 
church  that  we  organized  is  lu.urlv  contril.utin.^  w..r- 
shippers  to  this  temple."     "Yes,"  .s,iid  Shaw,"  th.y 
are  coming  f,-oni  Fiji  t<.  Zion,  with  songs  of  evrlast- 
ingjoy  up>n  their  hea.ls";  "  an.l  from  India."  shoute.l 
Carey ;  'and  fi-oni  China,"  respond.-.!  Morrison;  "an.l 
from  A.neriea."  eri...l  Ashhnry  :  "an.l  fr.),n  London." 
sai.l  Rowlan.l  Hill  ;  "an.l  fr..m  Scotlan.l,"  exclaimed 
Kn..x.       Y..S,  my  l...l„ve.l  brethren,"  continued  Wes- 
h*y.  "  th.y  ai-e  oming  from  all  nations,  kindreds,  peo- 
pl."  an.l  t.>ngm's  :  an.l  .-re  long  the  inhabitants  of  the 
r.)cks,  an.l  those  of  the  mountains,  together  with  the 
islan.ls  <,f  th.-  sea,  shall   }.reak    f.,rth    into  singing  : 
'Th.-  king.lo,„s  (.f  this  w.)i-ld  are  become  the  king- 
<loms  of  our  Go«l,  an.l  .»f  his  Christ.'  " 

Wesley  then  t<H)k  off  his  crown  ami  cjist  it  at  the 
feet  of  Jesus,  an.l  the  whole  assembly  cried  with  a  lou.l 
voice :  "  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lor.{,  to  receive  glory, 
and  horour,  an.l  power ;  for  Thou  hast  redeemed  us 
with  T     '  huxMl  I" 

After  this,  Hugh  Bourne  rose.  By  his  side  were 
Clowes,  James  Bourne,  Crawfoot,  Steel,  Nixon,  Dods- 
worth,    Day.   King.  Gilbert,    West.    Antliff.    Lamb. 
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Ga.mer,  Mrs.  Dodsworth,  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  arul  other 
men  and  women  of  blessed  memory.  Huj^fh  Boiz-ne 
spoke  of  the  scenes  in  his  <'arthly  history,  in  which 
several  of  those  aroun<l  him  had  taken  an  im{)ortant 
part.     As  he  proceeded,  a  deep  response  of  appi-oval 

"  Rrse  like  a  stream  of  rich  diitilled  perfume, 
And  utole  upon  the  air. " 

As  he  s'wke  of  the  triumphs  of  the  cross,  witnessed 
by  hims..lf,  the  effect  was  indescrilwible ;  waw  after 
wave  of  sacred  emotion  passed  over  the  va.>*t  congre- 
gation, till  it  seemed  to  move  and  sway  to  and  fro  a> 
the  trees  of  the  forest  are  moved  by  the  wind.  He 
also  gave  a  graphic  description  of  the  last  stage  in  his 
earthly  journey  ;  how  by  divine  grace  he  was  enabled 
to  triumph  over  the  last  enemy.  "  It  was  blessed 
dying,"  said  he.  "  As  I  was  crossing  the  river  I  saw  the 
companions  of  my  early  days,  in  shining  raiment,  on 
the  opposite  shore,  beckoning  me  to  the  abiding  Hcenes 
of  their  joy  ;  and  leaving  a  testiniony  behind  me  that 
all  was  well,  I  passed  through  fleath  triumphant  home. 

'  More  than  contiucrors  at  last. 

Here  we  find  our  troubles  o'er  ; 
We  have  all  our  Bufferings  past. 
Hanger  now  and  thirst  no  more.' " 

"  Yes,"  said  the  immortal  Clowes,  "  in  a  milder  clni-e 
W  Owell— *  w^pxm  of  eternal  day !' " 


WITHIN   THK    PKARLY   (iATES. 


101 


As  BoUFNE  r«'.suined  his  seat,  s«)un<ls  of  the  8wee\^«8t 
harmony  were  heard. 

In  the  mulst  of  the  heavenly  raptures,  JEsrs  arone, 
and  said:  "I  told  my  disciples,  before  leaving  thou, 
that  I  was  going  to  prepare  a  place  for  them,  tl.at 
where  I  was  they  might  be  also.  Now,  my  l)eloved, 
Itehold  the  elegance  of  your  mansions,  the  splendour 
of  your  thrones,  and  the  glory  of  your  crowns  !  The 
very  streets  in  whi  h  you  walk  are  paved  with  gold. 
You  may  form  some  idea  of  the  greatness  of  my  love, 
which  caused  me  to  quit  the.se  glorious  realms,  and 
the  adoration  of  the  angelic  hcksts,  for  your  sakes.  It 
was  for  you  thai.  I  endurod  the  cross,  and  now  I  see 
the  travail  of  my  .soul  and  am  .sjiti.sMed.  Follow  me, 
and  I  will  leiul  you  to  living  fountains  of  water,  and 
to  the  tree  of  life  wliich  stands  ii.  the  midst  of  the 
paradise  of  Go<l.  You  shall  live  in  perfect  peace,  and 
onjoy  perpetual  bliss,  for  those  things  which  made 
your  earthly  cup  .so  bitter,  are  here  unknown," 

As  Je.sl's  .Silt  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father, 

"  Rank  upon  rank  from  Heaven's  high  ateep. 
The  seraph  legions  gorgeous  sweep ; 
.^till  more  and  more  their  pomp  revealing. 
The  golden  trumpets  luudiy  pealing  ; 
And  in  the  centre  blazed  the  throne 
On  which  was  sat  the  Fint  Qnat  One." 
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Wlmtahappy  thouj^'ht,  timt  wlu-ii  u  f.-w  uhhv  yeairs 
are  come,  if  faithful,  we  shall  .)<.in  our  rvUtiv.-H  aii.l 
frien«la  in  that  U'liutiful  wnrlil,  wlun-  Wf  nhiili  pKrt 
no  mort'.  It  wa.s  a  night « tf  w.-.-ping  when  the  "  Reaptr 
came,  and  lx>r«'  <>ur  loved  ones  away.  <inf  l»y  or.e.  like 
sheaves  of  golden  grain  to  the  heavenly  garner.     It 
w«mld  seem  lis  if  the  "  liery  trials"  through  which  we 
have  to  paws  weie  nt'cessary  to  make  us  think  of  hea- 
ven.    If  CJo<l  ha.l  not  stirred  up  their  nests  in  Egypt, 
the  Israelites  would  never  have  longed  for  Cammn. 
It  was,  wlien  on  th»'  hrink  of  stjirvation  in  a  far-off 
land,  the  famine  heing  sore  ui)oa  him,  that  the  prodi- 
gal thought  of  his  father's  house,  and  wishwl  to  be 
there.     It  was,  when  1).  vid's  heart  was  torn  on  ac- 
count of  his  present  loss,  that  he  thought  of  his  future 
gain.      But  midnight  and  sunlight  n.se  in  David's 
heart,  when  he  wept  for  his  child.     "  He  cannot  come 
to  me,"  waa  a  bitiei  thought;  but,  "  I  tran  go  to  him." 
was  a  brighter  hope     O,  beloved  !  if  we  can  hut  thus 
reason,  as  we  stand  by  the  sinking  form,  or  open  grave, 
of  our  tendere.st  love,— it  will  effectually  extract  the 
sting  of  death  and  utterly  foil  the  victory  of  the  grave. 
To  David,  heaven  waa  a  glorious  reality ;  to  him  it  was 
a  place  -o  which  he  could  go,  and  meet  his  child.     He 
Mdd.  in  another  ;;lace :  "  In  Thy  preeenoe  then  is  fol- 
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nes.s  of  joy,  and  at  Thy  right  han«l  ai-e  ploasurw  lor 
••veniM )!•«•."  That  pnwpeot  is  to  «h  jflory  in  the  midst 
of  gl(N)ni.  lA't  \w  roniniilxT  this,  thi>n.  in  the  seasons 
»»f  sorrow,  and  the  gracioiiN  di'si^rn  «»f  th«^  tmuhle  will 
W  rndixcd.  Painful  though  tli«>y  >»e,  we  are  tot)  well 
ncqnaint4*<l  with  the  pronpiicss  of  <inr  hi'nrts  t<>  evil,  t(i 
<l(»ubt  the  necessity  of  such  sensoiis  of  reminding. 
Yonr  business  fails;  t«>  inak**  you  think  of  your  hea- 
venly tn'nsure,  and  that  you  should  not  lose  your 
higher  joys  in  the  s<'areh  for  pei-isliing  gold.  Your 
loved  ones  are  taken  away ;  that  you  may  look  for- 
ward to  a  hen  \  only  home,  where  the  family  circle, 
etmally  complete,  can  ne'i.r  l»e  !»r(»ken  ;  and  pain 
and  dickness  lay  you  low  ;  to  r«»mind  you  h,iw  short 
your  time  is,  and  that  "  this  is  not  your  rest"  Then 
think  of  heaven  !  think  of  it  tu'ieh  ;  that  is  your  rest, 
your  dwelling  place,  your  inheiitanee.  O,  that  when 
midnight  ctnnes  down  upon  us,  we  mny  ever  catch  th« 
eternal  sunlight  gleaming  through  the  thought 

"  That  (iod  has  fixed  the  happy  day 

When  the  laat  tears  shall  wet  our  eyea. 

And  (fod  shall  wipe  those  tears  away 
And  fill  us  with  divine  surprise  - 

To  hear  His  voice,  to  see  His  face. 
And  feel  His  infinite  embrace. " 

14  will  be  a  bright  day  that  re-unites  us  ti>  fell  imkip 
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with  th<««  who  w«'rt'  once  our  i-omnwles  in  the  wilder* 
nuaa  Tlitn-  we  Mhiill  fiinl  th»'  oM  fwvs,  .swcfter  than 
we  laMt  wiw  them.  Whnt  a  nie«tiug  I  The  thought 
is  inexpn'SMibh?. 

There  <nir  joys  will  U'  jierpehuU.  Here  the  flowers 
fade,  the  }jerrt  withers,  man  grows  old  and  dies,  the 
world  lies  down  in  the  sepulchre  of  ages,  its  honours 
are  hut  the  suii.shine  of  an  hour;  but  time  makes  no 
wrinkles  o!i  the  >»row  of  eternity.  Eternity  I  Eter- 
nity! Stupendous  thoujfht !  The  endless  chain  Com- 
passing the  life  of  (i«m1.  In  the  dwelling  place  of  the 
Ah;iiglity  come  no  f  otsteps  of  decay.  Its  day  kni»ws 
no  darkenii.j,.  Its  fountains  never  fail ;  and  its  glo- 
ries never  M'nne, 

My  dear  reader,  is  it  your  desire  to  worship  with 
the  glorified  i  RememWr,  there  must  )»e  a  "  ni«*etnesH 
for  that  iidieritance."  A  mere  pmfession  is  of  no  avail. 
The  cmsft«l< !'»  of  oW  U*ed  to  ,bcar  a  painted  cr«>.»vs  upon 
their  shcndders,  ai»d  it  is  to  be  feared  that  there  are 
many  ai>">ng«t  "»  who  take  up  cros.sos  which  sit  just 
as  lightly,  things  of  ornament,  passjjorts  t«»  respeo- 
t<ihiHty,  a  cheap  substitute  for  a  struggle  they  never 
nin.h^  and  a  crown  they  never  strove  for.  The  profes- 
.sit'ii  of  uiaiiy  is  like  the  snow-drift,  when  it  1ms  levelled 
the  churchyard  moulds.     There  it  lies  glistening  in  the 
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o<)l(l  winter's  mm,  pun*,  wliit*-  ami  fair,  «lx>v<'  tin-  <lfu<l 
that  n>t  ami  UsU'V  ]»'\t>\\.     A  ]»l»uj.HiJ.|.'  |.i-«.f.>.>*i<»ii  may 
w»'nr  the  l«M»k  «>f  imnK'«'nct',  ninl  <>iiiii*chI  t'ntiii  liuiuan 
oyes  a  lu-art  of  c«»rnJi>tioii.     Tin-  ^miihm  ^irn\\H  ^yvt'\i  »u 
the       'e  of  the  iiiouiitaiii  tliat  hi«l«'H  tlif  vn|«aiii»;  >*>> 
th«  form  of  uriHlliiu'HH  often  covoi-s  a  vo!«'ario  of  liiiiiiaii 
poNHioiiM.     A  in(»rf  stjikiii«  ilhistratioii  of  a  iiu-n'  pio- 
f(>MHioii  of  ?vli^noii  is  not  to  Iw  found,  tlian  that  i/wvw 
hy  John  Bnnyan  :— •  Aft^-r  ( 'liristian  lia.l  l.ft  th.-  ci-oss 
and  pas.s«Ml  hy  Sini|)l«',  Sloth,  anU  Prr.miniptit.n,  lit*  saw 
Formality  an<l  Hyp<H'risy  fome  tvunhlin^'ov»T  the  wall. 
Thov  weiv  Imhu  in  the  land  of  Vain  (ilory,  an<l  wtn- 
for  prais«' k«>>»K  ^>  Mount  Zion.    They  had  not  »nt«'iv.l 
in  at  the  nan-ow  gate,  as  if  it  was  t'«»nsi(lere<l  t<H)  far 
alH>ut,an<l  they  would  fain  nuike  a  short  out.  for  wliith 
they  plea«led  cust^»ni,  f<K)lishly  aiyuinj;  :  '  If  we  get 
into  tlu!  way,  what  matter  whieh  way  we  j.'et  in  :'    To 
whieh  Chnstian  Iwautifully  eontrpstM  lus  own  sure 
evidence  of  acceptanee  at  th«-  l»i.st:       When  1  t-onie  to 
the  gate  of  the  city.'  he  says,    the  L.>rd  thereof  will 
know  me  for  gcMMl,  sinc<-  1   have  ^'ot  His  coat  on  Jiiy 

back.' " 

Go<i  requires  a  .spiritual  fitness  for  luviven,  the  tiain- 
ingof  the  spiritual  sympathi'  -  the  heart  heing  hrou</ht 
to  aav  :  "  Thv  will  Ik?  done         Hu'  ajx.stle  John  .say«: 
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"  And  I  looked,  and  In.  a  Lamb  stoorl  on  Mount  Zion, 
an<l  with  Him  an  hundred  fortv  and  four  thousand, 
havintf  Hi.s  Father's  name  written  in  their  toreheada 
And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  as  the  voice  of  many 
waters  and  as  the  voice  of  a  great  tliunder;  an<l  T  heard 
the  voice  of  harpera,  hai*ping  with  their  h.ii-ps,  and  they 
sung  JUS  it  were  a  new  song  Vtefore  the  tlirone  and  be- 
fore the  four  beasts  and  the  elders,  and  no  man  could 
learn  that  song  b\it  the  hundred  forty  and  four  thou- 
sand, which  were  redeemed  frf)in  the  earth."  A  man 
with  corrupt  sympathies  could  never  sing  in  heaven. 
In  the  midst  of  happy  myriads,  he  would  be  alone. 
His  darkness  would  conceal  fi-om  him  the  divine  light; 
his  inner  commotions  would  turn  for  him  the  outward 
music  into  thunder;  his  inner  fla.shes  of  guilt  would 
change  for  him  the  Go<i  of  love  into  a  consuming  fire. 
We  require  the  deliverance  of  the  soul  from  certain 
feelings  and  forces  incompatible  with  holiness — a  de- 
liverance from  the  guilt  and  power  of  evil.  The  grand 
characteristic  of  Christianity — that  it  is  a  power  to 
redeem  from  all  evil — no  other  system  <m  earth  can 
do  this.  The  brightest  fact  in  tlit-  history  of  this 
world  is,  that  it  is  the  grand  theatre  of  redemption. 
Amidst  all  the  clouds  and  storiMS  of  depravity  and 
sorrow  that  sweep  over  our  path,  this  fact  rises  up 
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iMjfon^  us  as  a  nright  ..il..  that  shall  one  day  dispel  all 
ghx.iM  aii.l  Imsh  all  tumuli.  Thauk  Gtxi.this  is  n.»t  a 
rctiilaitivc,  hut  a  rtdt'uiptivo  sec  lu- ;  Imt  it  should  !..> 
reiuenilHT.d,  it  is  the  only  redemptive  scene.  Then- 
is  IK)  rediuiptive  scene  in  heaven,  it  is  not  required  ; 
nor  in  hell,  theie  it  is  needed,  hut  never  comes. 

What  a  wonderful  worhl  is  this  !  True,  it  is  but  a 
sjMirk  ami.lst  the  sun>  of  the  universe — a  leaf  amidst 
the  mi-hty  forests  !  Lit  the  light  l)e  quenched,  and 
the  leaf  destroyed— their  al.sence  would  not  l»e  felt. 
Still,  it  has  a  moral  history,  the  most  nioment<ms. 
Here  (luist  lived,  lalK.u:-,d,  died!  Here  millions  of 
spirits  are  trained  for  heuNcn.  What  Marathon  was 
to  Greece,  and  Waterhw)  is  to  Eun>pe,  this  Earth  is  to 
Creation.  Here  the  great  battles  of  the  spiritual  uni- 
verse are  fought.  AVe  are  now  on  proUition  for  eter- 
nity. For  what  stjite  are  we  being  fitted  *  Are  we 
preparing  for  an  eteriiity  of  blessedness  or  woe  ^  We 
are  left  to  eh(M)se  our  own  position.  Everything  has 
l>een  done  by  our  Heavenly  Father  to  secure  otn-  eter- 
nal sidvntion.  Should  we  refuse  to  accept  tin-  (.ilris 
of  His  grac(.',  the  gates  of  the  Holy  ( 'ity  will  be  closed 
against  us  for  ever. 

The  way  to  hi-aven  is  so  plain,  that  even  ;i  w.r  In- 
ing  man  need  not  err  therein.    Peibij...  [  cujiiiot  m  -k,; 
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the  way  of  sHlvatutii  phiincr  tliaii  l»y  j^iving  you  an 
account  of  a  dream  John  Bunvan  had,  winch  aft^-r- 
wanls  resulted  in  his  conyei"slon.  He  thought  he  saw 
a  sunny  mountain,  whose  trees  hore  the  swc-etest  fruit, 
and  whose  glades  were  tille<l  with  the  fairest  lowers, 
and  where  he  sjvw  a  holy,  happy,  shining  throng, walk- 
ing in  its  Howery  paths,  and  sitting  under  its  pleasant 
arlnmrs.  He  desired  to  join  the  company  ;  hut  how 
w»us  he  to  reach  them  ?  For  round  the  foot  of  that 
mountain  there  wa:  i  wall  hoth  high  and  great ;  and 
he  looked  and  longed,  and  saw  no  opening,  until  at 
last,  to  •>  Joy,  he  discovered  a  narrow  hreach  in  the 
wall  ;  he  made  up  to  it,  he  strove,  and  at  last  he  pass- 
<<l  through.  And  what  he  did  in  his  dreaming,  ht> 
sliortly  afterwanls,  by  G<xl's  grace,  <lid  in  i-eality.  As 
lie  says  in  his  <lream,  "That  oj)ening  was  Christ"; 
which  is  the  oidv  way  l»v  which  we  can  find  access 
to  the  land  of  the  blesseiL  It  is  through  the  cross 
and  it  alone,  we  can  obtain  the  crown — "  Blessed  are 
thev  that  do  His  counnandiuents,  that  they  may  have 
right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  through  the 
;'ates  into  the  citv." 

I'm  waiting  for  the  summons  that  calls  my  soul  to  Tht-e  ; 
I'm  waiting  for  the  summons  which  sets  the  captive  free  ; 
And  I  lorn;,  ()  how  I'm  longing,  for  that  blissful  sliore, 
Where  the  spirit  folds  its  wings  in  rest  foi  evermore. 
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r  would  not  barter  hopes  like  thene  for  all  the  worl.Iinirs  joys-       • 
Seeking  after  earthly  pleasurea  ^  childrei.  after  toy»- 
Who  ha.1  no  higher  thought*  and  ««.« than  thin  p«K.r  worhl  allonl* 
^o  aapirations  of  the  soul,  which  thrill  its  tiuei  chords. 

Often  iu  my  dreama  at  night  I  see  the  happy  laud. 

Where  the  silvery  strean.8  are  flowing  oer  the  shining  sand. 

And  unfading  ttowrets  bloom,  so  Wautiful  and  fair, 

For  no  breath  of  earth  or  sin  can  come  to  Uint  them  there. 

I  see  the  bleg8e<l  angel.s  around  the  Saviour  stand, 

With  all  the  bright  redeeme.l  from  every  clime  ami  land  • 

And  the  precious  "  little  ones  "  are  nearest  to  the  throne  • 

On  them  He  bends  His  loving  eyes,  and  claims  them  as  His  o,,  „. 

Sometimes  in  my  waking  hours  such  visions  will  arise. 

And  my  listening  wul  can  hear  the  chimes  of   'aradisc 

1  he  "Celestial  City."  bright  and  fa.'r,  from  "  Beulah's  Lan.l    .«  seen. 

Hut  ah  .  the  river  is  uncrosse.l,  dark  Jordan  rolls  between. 

Yet  I  know  that  I  .should  wait  with  patience  for  "the  t.,ken 
V.  h.ch  bids  "the  silver  cord  l,e  loose,!,  the  gol.len  b<,wl  be  l.ruk,  n    ' 
1  hat  sets  the  weary  prisoner  free,  that  calls  the  wan.lerer  I,o„,e 
Ihat  opens  wide  the  pearly  gates.     O  blessed  Lord,  say  "  Come'" 
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